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IN THE 



MARHATTA EMPIRE. 



.1 n B»>X'»< 



THE predatory states composing the Marhatta 
power, have never been united under any re- 
gular form of confederation, or by any system of 
constitutional laws, or of establiished treaties, whicl^ 
can be compared to any imperial constitution or ge- 
neral confedferation existing in Europe. A vague 
and indefinite sentiment of common interest, how- 
ever, founded principally upon their common origia 
and civil and religious usages, and upon theif com- 
mon habits of conquest and depredation, has esta- 
blished a certain degree of union amongst them^ 
from the period of their first success, throughout 
every stage of the decline of the Moghul empire; 
the same indefinite but acknowledged confederacy has 
subsisted between the Marhattas since the entire de- 
struction of the Moghul empire, and, together with 
oth^r causes, has enabled several of these adveur 
tarers to erect states of considerable military re- 
source and political power. 

The power of the Peishwah, however, for many 
years past has been acknowledged by all the Mar- 

B hatta 



Digitized by 



Google 



■ ( 2 ) 

hatta states*,, and universally by all the oilier states 
of India, to be the constitutional representative of 
the sovereign executive authority of the Marbatta 
empire, and the principal chieftains have been con- 
sidered ostensibly as the subjects and officers of the 
Peishwah's government. 

The British government, therefore, has concluded 
its general treaties with the Marhattas through the 
authority of the Peishwah, and although in some of 
those engagementSy individual chieftains have been 
admitted to act as guarantees, the independent right 
of the Peishwah to conclude treaties with any power 
in India, has never been denied ; nor has it ever been 
attempted to assert a claim on the part of any of the 
chieftains, to limit the independent right of the 
Peishwah to form treaties and alliances without the 
advice or consent of any chieftain of the Marhatta 
empire; 

On* the other hand, th^se chieftains have exercised 
the right of concluding treaties and alliances, inde- 
pendently of the Peishwah's authority, and without 
his sanction or concurrence; and ihe British govern- 
ment recently concluded a treaty of subsidy with 
the Guikwar, without the previous sanction of the. 
Peishwah, reserving, however, all the Peishwah's 
rights in the state of the Guikwar. 

At the commencement of the war against Tippoo 
Sultaun, in the year i789. Lord Cornwallis in Jorm- 
ing a defensive alliance with the Marhatta power 
against the power of Mysore, resorted to the 
Peishwah's acknowledged authority as the best secu- 

^ The Rajah of Berar docs not deny the nominal supremacy 
of the Rajah of Sattarah, whose authority is represented by 
the Peishwah, nor the sovereign executiye powers annexed to 
the hereditary office of Peishwah, but he claims the office of 
Peishvah for himself in right of his descent from the family of 
Sevajee, the ancestor of the Rajah of Sattarah, and the foun- 
der of the Marhatta power.^ - , 
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rity for such an alliance, and accordingly negotiated 
and concluded, on the 1st of June, 1790, the treaty 
pfPoonah with the Peishwali, without reference to 
any of the subordinate chieftains. 
. In that war, the assistance which Lord Cornwallls 
derived from the Marhattas, proceeded exclusively 
from the Peishwah's authority, aided by the feudal 
tributaries immediately subject to the state of Poo- 
nah. Neither Scindiah nor the Rajah of Berar were 
parties to that alliance, and it is well known that 
Mahdajce Scindiah was adverse to its principles and 
objects; and that at tbe close of that war, in 179^, 
Mahdajee Scindiah moved his army towarcjs Poonab, 
\y\xh intentions unfavourable to the British inte- 
rests. 

At the conclusion of the war, in 179^^ the 
Peishwah was a party to the treaty of peace at Se- 
ringapatam, nor was any attempt made, at that time 
to assert a claim on the part of. the subcffdinate 
chieftains of the Marhatta empire, to be consulted in 
that important arrangement which established a new 
balance of power throughout India, by the reduc- 
tion of the power of Mysore, by the augmenta- 
tion of the British territories, and of those of the 
Nizam, and finally, of the separate hereditary terri-^ 
tories of the Peishwah. 

In the division, therefore, of Tippoo Sultaun'§ ter- 
ritory, and of his treasure, which followed the treaty 
of Seringapatam in 1702, the Peishwah obtained a 
considerable accession of territory to his hereditary 
dominions, and a large sum of money, without the 
advice, consent, or participation of any subordinate 
.chieftain of the Marhatta empire. 

When Lord CornwalliSjin the bourse of the year 
1793, proposed a general defensive alliance to the 
Marhatta power and to the Nizam, his Lordship 
addressed the proposition to the Peishwah, and re- 
ceived, as conclusive, a reply from the Peishwah 
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through the Durbar of Poonab, without any refe-* 
rcnce to the subordinate chieftains. 

The policy of considering the authority of the^ 
Peishwah as the legitimate and constitutional repre- 
sentative of the Marhatta power was wise and just. 
It is evident that the acknowledged authority of tho 
Peishwah furnished the most secure basis of an ami- 
cable alliance between the British government in^ 
India and the Marhatta power, and at the same time 
afforded the most just and effectual means of con^ 
troling the predatory spirit of fhe subordinate chief- 
tains, and of checking any disposition which might 
arise amongst them of a tendency adverse to the 
British interests, or to the general tranquillity of 
India. 

Some of these chieflains, hewever, appear to 
have considered the aHiance between the Britisl^ 
government iand the Peishwah to be adverse to th^if 
interests ; and although its tendency at all times 
had been rather to secure than to disturb the feuda-' 
tory Marhatta states in. the possession of their sepa* 
rate territories and distinct rights, their characteristic 
^rit of habitual rapacity and lawless ambition, bas 
niclined them to view with jealousy an alfiance, the . 
vigour and efficiency of which mtist always have op- 
posed obstacles to any invasioft of the legitimate au- 
thori'ty of the Peishwah. 

During the period of time which elapsed between 
the conclusion of the peace of Seringapatam, in 
1792, and the commencement of Lord Wellesley's 
administration, in India,, in May 1 798, 'tb6 rapacity 
imd ambition of Ddwlut Rao Scindiah*, had im- 
paired- . 

* Ranojee Scindiah, an officer In the service of Bajee Rao 
the first Peishwah, had five. sons, one of whom died youngs 
the other four were Jye Appa Scindiah, I>utta Jee Puttail, Kid- 
dor Rao Scindiah» and Madhajee Scin^si)^ Jy^ Appa Scindiah 
was ^lled in Jodejpoqr. Dutta Jee ||^ftfU was killed in the^ 
vjcinit'y of l)elHi, m iiattlfe with Nu|?W>.oo-Dowlah, the Go- - 
* .. ^ ' Tcmor 



^^ 



Oigitized by 



Google 



■ ( 9 ) 

^ir63 the authority of the Peishwah to sach a de- 
gree, as to have frustrated every benefit which Lord 
Cornvvallis intended to secure to the British interests^ 
by the alliance with the Peishwah. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah had absolutely usurped the 
government o( I^oonah, and had established himself 
in the vicinity of that city with a powerful army, the 
regular infantry and artillery of which had been dis» 
ciplined, and were then commanded principally ty 
French officers. . ' 

When Lord Wellesley, at the close of the year 
1798, required the Peishwah, in consequence of 
Tippoo Sultaun's aggression, to fulfil the conditions 
of the subsisting defensive alliance against Mysore, the 
justice of that demand was deemed irresistable, eveJh by 
the perverse counsels of Poonah, under the undue ia-* 
fluence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The Peishwah's 
miuisters, therefore, ostensibly acquiesced in the de» 
mand, and that experienced statesman, Nana Fur* 
navees, who was then verging to the close of his ca- 
reer, would certainly have fulfilled the conditions of 
tiie alliance, had not the wisdom of his advice been 
overborne by the violence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

Under this overbearing influence, notwithstanding 
the acquiescence of the court of Poonah in the jus- 
tice and necesiity of the war against Tippoo Sultaun 
in 1798, and notwithstanding the Peishwah's decla- 
ration of his intention to co-operate in that war ac-p 
cording to thc^ terms of the subsisting alliance, the 
Marhattas not only afforded no assistance to the Bri- 
tish government in the proeecution of the war, which 
terminated on the fourth of May 1799, but actually:^ 
roaintaii^d a secret and treacherous correspondence 

iremor of the distxiA of Seharanpoor. Kiddar Rao Scin<}ial|. 
ditd a natural deai;h. Madhaijee Scindiah died on the 12th. 
f ebruarv 1794, witliout male issue, and was si^gceeded on the 
34 of ^larch following, by his adopted son Dowlilt Rao Scin" 
4iah,'Who is thej»on dP KiddsMP Rao Scindiah. ^ : 
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with Tippoo Sultaun and his ministers and officers 
down to the period of the fall of Seringapatam ; and 
even after that memorable event, the emissaries of 
the Marhatta government (under the domination of 
' Scindiah, who then governed the Durbar of Poonah,) 
attempted to excite the family, and remaining officers 
of the deceased Sultaun, to resist the settlement of 
Mysore. , 

Notwithstanding the entire failure of the Peishwah 
in discharging the obligations of public faith to the! 
British government under the alliance concluded by 
Lord Cornwallis with the Marhatta power, Lord 
Wellesley, in dividing Tippoo Sultaun's dominions 
in the year 1799, offered a considerable share of ter- 
ritory to the Peishwah. The Governor General 
however annexed to this liberal grant, conditions cal- 
culated to revive the alliance with the Peishwah on 
a secure basis. The Peishwah therefore was induced 
by Dowlut Rao Scindiah to rejedl the profFerred grant ; 
and consequently the territory which had been des- 
tined for the Mahrattas, was divided between the re- 
maining allies, the Nizam and the British govern- 
ment. 

Propositions of the most amicable nature were at 
the same time offered to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but 
when it is recollected that the most efficient part of 
his military power was under the command and in- 
fluence of French odventdrers, his rejection of all 
friendly overtures from the British government may 
be traced to other causes, in addition to that spirit o^ 
usurpation and plunder which urged him to seize 
the government of Poonah, to prohibit the Peishwah 
from cementing the ties of amity with his Highnesses 
antient ally the company, and even to compel (hat 
unfortunate prince to violate his public faith with the- 
company, at the expence not only of reputation and 
honour, but of every interest which tjhe Peishwah 
could be supposed to feel as a sovereign prince, in 
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the independence of his own authority, in the sdcu- 
rity of his own power, and in the extensiop of his 
hereditary t^erritory and revenue. 

Previously therefore to the commencement of the 
last war in Mysore, the usurpation of a subordinate 
chieftain of the Mahratta empire, had in effedt dis- 
solved the alliance formed by Lord Cornwallis with 
the Marhatta power, upon the basis of the Peishwah's 
authority; and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, the chieftain, 
by whose usurpation the alliance between the Mar- 
hatta power and the British government had beeiv 
dissolved, had effected that object by the presence of 
a powerful army formed under the command of 
French adventurers, and considerably advanced, ia 
discipline, military skill and science, under a system 
of which the further profgress will appear in the nar- 
rative of the events of the present war. 

The destruction of the hostile power of Mysor§, 
accompanied by the consolidation of our allianceg 
with the court of Hyderabad, had left no antagonist 
to the British government among the native states in 
India, excepting the Marhatta power. 

The Marhatta states, unconnected with any^Eu- 
ropean ally, could never become formidable to the 
British government, excepting in the event of an ac- 
tual union of the feudal chiefs of the empire, under 
an efficient sovereign power, or in the event of a re- 
volution, which should unite the command of the 
resources of a large portion of the Marhatta territory, 
'in the hands of an active and enterprising chief. 
Such events, however to b6 deprecated, might have 
been encountered without apprehension by the Bri- 
tish government, in the commanding position of its 
foreign relations, and in the vigorous condition of 
its internal resources, and concentrated strength. 

But it was obviously prudent to-employ every en- 
deavour to etKjct such an arrangement, as should 
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prelude the uniorfdf the Marhatta states under any 
circumstances, which might menace interruption to 
the tranquillity of our possessions, or of those of our 
allies. With this view it appeared to be expedient 
to receive under the protection of the general defen- 
sive systpm, of which the foundation was laid by 
the treaty with the Ni«am in 1800, such of 
the Marhatta states as might be disposed to enter 
into subsidiary engagements with the British govern- 
ment : on this principle a subsidiary treaty was con- 
cluded with the Guikwar in 1802, the operation of 
which attached that state to the company, and secure 
cd to the. company a valuable and important territo* 
rial establishment in the maritime province of Guze- 
rat. The most effectual arrangement, however, for 
securing the British government against any danger 
from the Marhatta states, appeared to be an intimate 
alliance with the acknowledged sovereign power of 
the Marhatta empire, founded upon principles, which 
should render the British influence and military force 
the main support of that>power. Such an arrange- 
ment appeared to afford thebesi security for preserv-* 
ing a due balance between the several states consti- 
tuting the confederacy of the Marhatta Empire, as 
well as for preventing any dangerous union, or diver- 
sion of the resources of that empire. 

It has always been a principal object of the British 
government, to prevent the sovereign power of the 
Marhatta state, or the power of any great branch of 
the Marhatta empire, from passing into the hands of 
France. While the views of the government of 
France shall be directed to the establishment of its 
authority within the peninsula of Hindostan, it is ma- 
nifestly the policy of the Bi-ilish government to ac- 
complish such a system of alliances with the powers 
of India, as may preclude the occurrence ot those 
internal convulsions, which would afTord to France, 
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the most favourable opportunity of effecting her am- ^ 
bitious purpose. 

The disturbed state of the Marhatta empire, 
would have afforded an advantageous opportunity to 
the government of France, for the successful prose- 
cution of its favorite object, of establishing a domi- 
nion within the peninsula of Hindostan, by the in- 
troduction of a military force, for the purpose, of 
aiding the cause of one of the contending parties ; 
and the views of France would have been materially 
favoured by the strength and efficiency of Monsieur 
Perron's force, established with a great territorial do- 
minion extending towards the left bank of the Indus 
through the Punjaub*, and comprehending Agra, 
Delhi, and a large portion of the E>oab of the Jumna 
and Ganges, ^on the most vulnerable part of our 
north western frontier of Hindostan ; and holding 
the person and nominal authority of the unfortunate 
Shah Aulum, (the deposed Moghul Emperor,) in the 
most abject and degrading subjection*!^. 

The 

^ Punjakby (or the counjij of the five rivers) the^ country 
contained between the five i^ranches of the river Indus, from 
the 30th to the 32d degree cJf north latitude, and fnoifi the 70th 
to the 75th degree of east longitude- 

f The annual revenue of nie countries subje^ tt> Monsieur 
Perron derived from the territorial possessions^ as well as frotA 
other resources, aie stated to have amounted to one crore and 
ib'trty-jhe lacs of rupees ^ or about £, 1,700,000 sterling. 

Although the regular corps in Scindiah*s service- were' first 
formed by Monsieur De Boigne, it was his pra<5lice to admit 
into the service, British as well as French ofiieeri; but since 
his resignation, the objeft of Mtinsieur Perrori (who sue* 
ceeded to his authority) has been direifted to the exclusldn of 
British o£Scers, and to the establishitient of a military powerj 
exclusively commande4 by Frenchmen. This plan had been 
carried into effect With considerable success; and Monsieur 
Perr6n, it is supposed, only waited the arrival of French offi- 
cers, to dismiss tkft whole body of BHtish officers remaining 
in the service of Scindiah. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah holds the appointment of Deputy to 
t&e Vaquel ul Mutuluk, which last is an office similar to that 
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The endeavours of the Governor General have 
therefore been employed for some years past, to es- 
tablish between the Peishwah and the British govern- 
jDent, such a connection, as might secure the stabi- 
lity and efficiency of the Peis^iwah's authority, under 
the protection of the British power, without injury to 
the rights of the feudatory chieftains of the Mar- 
hatta empire. 

The efforts of the Governor General for that pur- 
pose, were renewed at those seasons of difficulty and 
danger, when the Peishwah's independence was con- 
troled, and when the existence of his government was 
exposed to hazard, by the violence, rapacity, and am- 
bition of his feudatory chieftains. Had the Peish- 
wah then assented to the moderate and salutary pro* 
positions which were offered to his acceptance, he 
could not have been exposed to the disastrous event 
by which (on the 25th of October 1802) he was ex- 
pelled from Poonah, by which his authority was sub- 
verted, his person endangered, and his country and 
capital abandoned to devastation and plunder. 

Notwith tanding the frequent disappointments . 
which occurred in the accomplishment of his salu- 

of a regent or viceroy, exercising almost independent powers of 
sovereignty under the Great Moghul. 

The office of Vaquel ul Mutuluk being Ijolden by the Peish- 
wah, Scindiah in his quality of Deputy, administered the afr 
fairs of the nominal Moghul empire, and the fiction was car-, 
ried to so great a length, that Monsieur Perron called his army 
the " Imperial Army^^ and himself a servant and subje<5t of the 
Emperor or Great Moghul. 

There is every reason to believe that the Government of 
France intended to make the unfortunate Emperor of Hindos- 
tan the main instrument of their designs in India, and to avail 
themselves of the authority of his Majesty's n^gne to re-esta-r 
blish their influence and po\ver. A plan to this effect was ac- 
tually submitted to the Chief Consul of France in 1801, by 
an oflicer who afterwards accompanied General Decaen to In- 
dia in 1803. A copy of this plaQ 19 now in the possession of 
the Governor Gen^r^lf - 
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tary views, thp Gk)vernor General determined in the 
month of June 1 802, to renew his negotiations for 
the conclusion of an improved system of alliance witk 
the court of Poonah. The increased distractions of 
the Marhatta state, and the successes of Jeswunt Ra9 
Holkar, (an illegitimate son of the late Tuckojee 
ttolkar,) againft the forces of Scindiah, appeared to 
constitute a crisis of affairs, favourable to the complete 
establishment of the interests of the British power in 
the Marhatta empire, without the hazard of involve? 
ihg it in a contest with any party. 

The danger to which Scindiah's separate dominions 
and hereditary interests had been exposed by the suc- 
cess of Holkar, and the ruin which must have ensued 
to Scindiah*s affairs, if Holkar had been able to esta- 
blish himself in the usurpation of the Peishwah's 
government, appeared to constitute^ sufficient mo- 
tives to counterbalance both Scindiah's jealousy 'of 
the British: power, hnd his inordinate desire of usurp- 
ing the same authority at Poonah, which Holkar 
was prepared to seize. Scindiah's immediate perso- 
nal safety was endangered, and the restoration of the 
Peishwah under the British proteflion at that mo- 
mefnt offered the only probable means of affording 
. Scindiah a respite from the violence of Holkar. Oa 
the other hand, Holkar being a mere adventurer, 
and his resources and power altogether precarious, • 
might have been expected to relinquish without re- 
gret his pursuits of irregular ambition and temporary 
rapine at Poonah, for the more secure and substantial 
benefit of a permanent establishment under the Bri* 
tish protection. 

In the coufse of the discussions which ensued be- 
tween his Highness the i^eishwah, and the*British Re- 
sident, in consequence of the Xjovernor General's in- 
structions'of the 23d of June 1 802, the Peishwah 
manifested considerable anxiety to contract engage- 
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ments with the British governtnertt, but continued 
(under the terror of that ascendancy which Scindiah, 
although absent,, still continued to maintain over the 
counsels of the jPeishwah, and with the habitual irre- 
solution of a Marhatta,) to withhold his consent to 
any admissible modification of the Governor Gene- 
ral's propositions, until Jeswunt Rao Holkar actually 
arrived at the head of a large army, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Pponah. The combined army of the 
Peishwah and of Scindiah marched from Poonah un- 
der the command of Suddasbeo Bhow, for the pur- 
pose, of encountering Holkar's force- On the 25th 
of October 1 802, the two armies engaged, and on 
the same day, the Peishwah sent his minister to the' 
British Resident with a paper, desiring the establish- 
ment of a subsidiary force of six battalions of Sepoys, 
with the usual complement of artillery, and convey- 
ing a sunnud (or grant) for territory to the annual 
amount of twenty-five lacs of rupees, proposed to. be 
ceded in perpetuity to the honourable company, 
for the payment of that force. The minister at the 
same time assured the Resident, of the Peishwah's 
earnest desire, that a general defensive alliance should 
be concluded and carried into effect, at the earliest 
practicable period of time, between his Highness and 
the company on the principles of the treaty conclud- 
ed at Hyderabad, in the month of October 1800. No 
reason existed to warrant a doubt of the Peishwah's 
sincerity, to the extent compatible with th6 timidity 
of his character. His Highness might be deemed to 
be indifferent to the success of either contending 
party, and to be equally menaced by the usurpation 
of Scindiah and by that of Holkar. The approach 
of Holkar, however, relieved the Peishwah from any 
immediate fear of Scindiah, and left his Highness at 
liberty to embrace the British protection. 
The Governor General ratified this engagement on 
• the 
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the day on whidi he received it^ and si^ified to the 
Peishwab, his determination to employ eyery effort 
of the British power, for the restoration of his High* 
ness's just authority. With a view to include the 
several branches of the Marhatta empire in the pro* 
posed general alliance, the Governor General availed 
- himself of this opportunity, to renew his invitatioo 
, to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, to partake the benefits of 
' the treaty proposed to be concluded with tbePeisb^ 
wah, and accordingly directed Colonel Collins to pro- 
ceed from Futty Ghur to Scindiah's camp, for the 
purpose of proposing the terms, on which Scindiah 
might be admitted to the benefits of the general de- 
fensive engagements, already concluded with the 
Peishwab. 

The engagement between the combined army of 
the Peishwab and Scindiah, and that commanded by 
Holkar, terminated in the total defeat of the former, 
with considerable loss. After the action, the Peish- 
wab retired with an inconsiderable body of. cavalry 
to a fortress in the vicinity of Poonah, whence he 
prosecuted his march towards the Cokan*. 

The object of Holkar was to obtain possession of 
the person of his Highness the Peishwab, and to 
compel his Highness to establish such an administra- 
tion, as might secure Holkar's ascendancy, to the 
exclusion of Scindiah's power. In the events the 
failure of this project, the second plan of Holkar was 
to invite to Poonah, Amrut Rao, (the adopted son of 
V the late Ragobah,) to place thp son of Amrut Rao 
on the Musnud, ^nd ihvest Amrut Rao yith the 
office of prime minister. Holkar himself was to 
assume the general command of the troops of the 
state. 

* Vhe narrow traft of country along the western coast of 
India, contained between the province o? Canara and Bombay, 
aad bounded by the western Ghauts. 

Finding 
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Finding tks^ the Peishwah bad effected his retreat 
to Mhar, a fortin theCokan, situated on the river of 
Bancoote, Holkar detached a force to Jejoory, a'* 
fort about thfrty miles south east of Poonah, and the 
actual residence of Amrut Rao, and brought that 
chieftain to Poonah for the purpose of carrying this 
plan into execution : and although Amrut Rao ap- 
pears to have been adverse to the arrangement, the 
affairs of tjovemment were, in conformity to Holkar's 
plan, conducted at Poonah under the authority of 
Amrut Rao's name. 

In the mean while, the Pcishwab signified to the 
Grovernnrjent of Bombay, that it was his Highness's 
intention to seek refuge at that presidency, and his 
Highness actually availed himself of the offer which 
had been made to him of the ship Herculean, for the 
purpose of conveying him from Mhar to a strong 
fort in another part of the Cokan, named Savendroog, 
where his person was likely to be perfectly secure 
against the attempts of the rebels and usurpers. 
. In the existing state of the affairs of the Marhatta 
empire, it would have been a measure of indispen- 
sible precaution to have assembled a considerable 
army of observation upon the frontier of the Marhatta 
territories, for the purpose of securing our own pro- 
vinces, and those of our allies the Nizam and the 
Rajah of Mysore, against the attack of the chiefs at 
Poonah, as well as of repelling the predatory incur- 
sion of any vagrant freebooter, whom the issue of 
the contest might compel to seek subsistence in the 
British dominions, or in those of our allies. These 
important considerations, combined with thcv appli- 
cation made to the Governor of Fort St. George, 
by the Resident at Poonah, acting under the orders 
of the Governor General, induced Lord Clivc early 
in the month of November 180,1, to assemble a con- 
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siderable force at Hurryhur *, on the north western 
frontier of Mysore, without waiting the arrival of di- 
rect instructions from the Governor General for that 
purpqse. The Governor of Bombay pursued tjie 
same wise and salutary course of vigilance arid pre- 
caution, by preparing for immediate service the.dis« 
posable force at that presidency. A considerable 
• detachment of the subsidiary force at, Hyderabad, 
was also ordered by the Resident at that court, to be 
prepared for eventual service in the field, in confor* 
mity to a requisition for that purpose (torn theResi- 
dent at Foonab. 

During these transa<Slions, several conferences 
were holden at Poonah, between the Resident Lieu- 
tenant Colonel CI0S9, Holkar, and Amrut Rao, in 
which both these chieftains expressed their solicitude 
for the preservation of the friendship of the British - 

♦ Force assembled at Hurryhur under the command of Liea« 
tenant General Stuart. 
^ ' Cavalry. Eur. Nat, Total. 

^' ^* J^^^^T'' } ^^ 2606-3581^ 

Artillery, - - 390 — S90 

Gun Lascars, - ^ 563 

Infant&y. 
5 Companies of H. M. 33d Regiment") 
H. M. . . 73d ditto, / ^^ak 
H. M. - . 74^th ditto, f ^^^^ 
H. M. Scotch Brigade, 



12 Batts. of Sepoysj 




Total 18,998 

A^6TKkCTi 

Cavalry, - 3581 

Artillery, - - 390 

European Infantry, 2845 

N^ive Infantry, 12,182 

18,998 
With 800 PioTieers, and 563 gun lascars; with 4 iron twelve 
^nd 4 iron eighteen pounders ; 4 brass twelve pounders ; 40 
field pieces, 19 galloper guns, and 4 howitzers. 
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Government, and directly and earnestly applied t6 
the Resident, for his advice and mediation in effect- 
ing an accommodation with the Peishwah. About 
the same time, the Governor General also received 
d letter from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, nnder date 
the Qi4th November, soliciting the continuance of 
the friendship of the British Government towards his 
state, and that of the Peishwah, and containing a 
request, that the Governor General would act in 
concert with Scindiah during the existing crisis of 
affairs at Poonah. 

Having with difficulty obtained permission to quit 
PoOnah, Lieutenant Colonel Close, the Rritish Resi- 
dent, left that capital on the 28th of November, and 
reached Bombay on the 3d of December. The ca- 
pital of the Marhatta empire remained in the posses- 
sion of the rebels and usurpers. Towards the end of 
the month of November, the Peishwah embarked 
from Savendrpog, under convoy of the Herculean^ 
aiid arrived at Bassein on the i6th of December, at^ 
tended by a small Escort of about one hundrediand 
thirty* followers. His Highness was immediately 
waited upon by Lieutenant Colonel Close, and the 
18th of December was fixed for the day on which 
the Peishwah wduld enter on the discussion of the 
definitive treaty with tbe British Government. Ac- 
cordingly, early in the morning of the 18th Decern- 
l)er 1802, Lieutenant Colonel Close, attended the 
Peishwah at his Highness's place of residence on the 
ifland of Bassein, and submitted to his Highness's 
consideration, a draft of the definitive treaty of alli- 
ance proposed to be concluded. The discussion 
lasted until sunset, by which time the Peishwah and 
bis ministers agreed to the draft with some altera- 
tions which were admitted by Colonel Close. The 
treaty was signed, sealed, and delivered on the 31st 
December 1802 at Bassein, and on the 18th of 
March 1803, the Peishwah received the counterpart 
pf the treaty, ratified by the Governor General in 

council. 
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councO, with demonstrations of the highest satis- 
faction. 

In conformity to the plan of operations which the 
Governor General had directed to be adopted for 
the restoration of the Peishwah to the musnud at 
Poooah, the whole of the subsidiary force* stationed 
with his Highness the Nizam, amounting to about 
8368 men, marched fron) Hyderabad at the close of 
the month of February, and on the 25th of March, 
reached the town of Paraindah, a station on the wes- 
tern frontier of the Nizam's dominions, situated at 
the distance of one hundred and sixteen miles from 
Poonah. The subsidiary force was accompanied by 
6,000 of the Nizam's disciplined infantry, and 
about 9,000 cavalry, under leaders of approved 
valour and attachment. 

Under instructions from the Governor General 
of the 2d February 1803, Lord Glive, aided by the 
judgment of Lieutenant ^General Stuart, was em- 
powered to determine the time at which it might be 
proper for the British troops to advance into the 
Marhalta territories, and the amount of the force to 
be detached from the main army assembled on the 
frontier of Mysore for that purpose. 

Adverting to the importance and expediency of 
securing the early airiv^l of the British troops at 
Poonah, Lord Clive on the 27th February, instructed 
Lieutenant General Stuart, then present with the 
ai-my on the frontier of Mysore, to adopt the neces- 
sary measures for the march of the British troops 
into the Marbatta territory, leaving it to the judg- 
ment of Lieutenant General Stuart to determine 
the amount of the force necessary to be detached • 
from the main body of the army. 

The command of the advanced detachment ne- 
cessarily required the united exertion of considerable 

* Subsidiary force: two regiments of native cavalry, six ^ 
battalions of sepoys, and two companies of artillery. 
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ifttlitary fckill, afid of great political e:i{perlcnce and 
discretion; apd Lord Clive was therefore of opinion^ 
that it could not be confided with ei^ual prospects of 
advantaf^e to any other pefson, than the Honourable 
Major Gcneril Wellesley, whose extensive local 
knowledpfe, and personal influence among the^Mar* 
li^tta chieftains, (acquired by his conduct in the 
fcommand of • Mysore, and by his victories over 
Doojidiah and other refractory chiefs; were pecu- 
culiarly calculated to ensure success to the intended 
Aperdtions. Lord Clive accordingly desired, that 
General Wellesley might be appointed to the com- 
fnand of the advanced detachment, under instruc- 
tiotlsto be furnished to him by Lieutenant Geneml 
Stuart, according to the spirit of the Governor Ge- 
neral's orders of the 2d of February .803. 

In conformity * to those instructions Lie uten&nt 
General Stuart directed a detachment fronj the main 
army assembled at Hurry bur, to be formed under 
the command of Major General Wollcsloy, for the 
purpose of advancing into the Marhatta territory. 
Th^ detachment consivSted of one regiment of Eu- 
ropean, and three regiments of native cavalry, two 
regiments of European and six battalions of native 
ihfantry, with a due. propol*tion of artillery, amount- 
ing all together to about 9707 men, and to this force 
was added 2500 of the Rajah of Mysore's horse.* 
' Major General Wellesley commenced his march 
from Hurryhur on the Qth of March, and crossed 
th<; Tumbudra rrx^er on the 12th. The progress of 
the British troops through the Marhatta territories 

*• Here it may be observed that the power and resources of 
Mysore which had hitherto been opposed to us in every contest 
with the native states of India,* were now in consequence of th6 
conquest of Seringapatam in 1799, apph'ed to the aid of the 
JPritish government, and afforded essential assistance. By the 
subsidiary treaty of Seringapatair. concluded in 1799» the Ra- 
jah of Mysore is bound lo co-operate in the most effectual tnan- 
aer with the British government when engaged in hostilities. 

■ • ■ ' was 
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was most successful. They were wery whore r««- 
ceived as friends, and almost all the chiefs in the vi- 
cinity of the route of the detachment, joined with 
their forces, and accompanied the British armj t5^ 
pQonah. The amicable conduct of the jagheerdari, 
and of the inhabitants (arismg pnncipally from th^ 
fame which the British ariiis had acquired ii> tb^ 
campaiga under Major General Wellesley^s cpnfl-^ . 
mand against Doondiah Waugb,) contributed tQ 
enable our army 10 pprform this long march at a most 
unfavourable season of the year,, without loss, or 
distress. Great merit is also to be ascribed to fh^ 
ability^ temper, activity, and skill of Major G^jperal 
Wellesley ip directing the system of the supply and 
movement of the troops, in preventing plunder an4 
all excess, and in conciliating the inhabitants of th^ 
districts, through which his route was directed. 

The Nizam's subsidiary force under Colonel Ste* 
venson, arrived within a short distance of Major Ge-» 
lieral Wellesley's force at Aklooss, a town withit^ 
eight miles of the Neera river, on the iSth of Aprils 
jmd was the next day reinforped from Major Gejieral 
Wellesley's army, by his Maj^styls Scotch brigade, 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar h^d left Poonah some timi^ 
previous to this period, and the native officers whp 
commanded the corps which he had dtetacbed to Xhtf 
southward, retreated with precipitation as General 
Wellesley advanced. On the 1 3th of April, Holkar 
had reached Chandore, (about one hundred ap4 
thirty miles N. N. E, from Poonah,) and Amrut^^ 
alone remained at Poonah with about 1500 men. 

Under these circumstances^ it appeared tp Majp? 
General Wellesley unnecessary to advance to Poo-^ 
nah all the troops destiued to effect the restora^ 
tioo of the Peishv^ah ; and as the country was much 
exhausted, and a general deficiency of forage prevail 
ed. General Wellesley determined to dispose of th? 
troop? in such situationSr that tho whole might prpi- 
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cure forage and subsistence, and might easily form a 
junction, in case that measure should appear to be 
' advisable. Accordingly, (General Wellesley ordered 
'Colonel Stevenson to march from his position near 
Aklooss to Gardoon, to leave near that place, within 
the Nizam's dominions, all his Highness's troops, 
and to place himself with the British subsidiary troops 
in a position on the Beemah river towards Poonah, 
near its junction with the Mota Mola river. 

After having completed these arrangements. Ge- 
neral Wellesley continued his march towards Poonah 
by the road of Baramooty. The general had receiv- 
ed repeated intimations from Colonel Close, that 
Amrut.Rao, who still remained at Poonah, intended 
to plunder and burn that city on the approach of the 
British troops, and at last Major General Wellesley 
received an urgent request from the Peishwah then 
at Bassein, to detach some of his Highness's troops in 
order to provide for the safety of his Highness's 
family still remaining at Poonah. It was obviops 
that even if General Wellesley could have prevailed 
oh the officers of the Peishwah's troops to march to 
Poonah, the force was not of a description, or strength, 
to prevent the execution ofAmrut Rao's design; 
^nd General Wellesley determined therefore, to move 
forward with the British cavalry and the Marhatta 
troops belonging to the Peishwah, a^ soon as the 
British array should arrive within the distance of a 
forced march from Poonah; In the mean time, in- 
telligence was received that Amrut Rao was still in 
the neighbourhood of Poonah on the l8th of April, 
and that he had removed the Peishwah's family to ihe^ 
fortress of Saoghur, a measure, >^hic;|i was generally 
supposed to be preparatory to the destruction of the 
city. Ivlajor General Wellesley therefore marched 
on the 19th April 18Q3, at night, over a most rug- 
ged country, and through a difficult pass, (the little 
Bhoorgbaut,) about forty miles to Poonah, which 
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cHy he reached at the head of the cavalry on the 20th^ 
making the total distance niarched by the cavalry, 
with Major General Wellesley in person at their 
head, since the morning of the igth (thirty-two 
hourSj) about sixty miles, 

Atnrut Rao heard of the march of the British troops 
early on the morning of the 20th, and retired with 
precipitation, leaving the city in safety. Major Gc* 
neral Wellesley and the British tr(M)ps were welcom- 
^d/as the deliverers of the city, by the few inhabi- 
tants who remained, and those who deserted their 
•liabit^tipns, and had fled to the adjoining hills dur- 
ing the usurpation of Holkar^ afforded a proof of 
their confidence in the British government, by im- 
mediately'returning to their houses, and by resuming 
their different occupations. It is a circumstance 
equally honourable to the British character, and pro- 
pitious to the British interests in that quarter of India^ 
that the first effects of the British influence in the 
Marhatta dominions, should have been displayed in 
rescuing the capital of the enipire from inipending 
ruin, and its inhabitants from violence and rapine. 

During the progress of these transactions, arrange- 
ments were made at ^ombay for the march of the 
Peishwah^ towards Poonah. A detachment* con- 
sistingofhis Majesty's JSth regiment (which the 
Governor (reneral embarked from Fort Wiliiam on 
the 7th of February, and which arrived at Bombay 
on the 5th of April J 803,) five companies of his 
Majesty's 84th regiment, a proportion of artillery^ 
and 1035 Sepoys, was formed and placed under the 

• Detachment forming the Pelshwah's escort under the com* 
msind of Colonel Murray, of his Majesty's 84th regiment: 
Europeans, - - v 1170 

Natives, - ^- 1035 

' Artillery, - - 93 



\ Total 2238 

With 177 gun lascars. 
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command of Colonel Murray of his Majesty's 84th 
regiQient, as an escort to his Highness, who left Bas- 
sein.. attended by the refident, Lieutenant Colonel 
,aose,onthe 27 th of April 1803. ^ 

On the 6th of May, the Peishwah passed Major 
General Wellesley's camp near Poonah, and on the 
13th of the same month, his Highness, attended by 
his brother Chimnajee Appa, and by a numerpua 
train of the princ^al chiefs of the Marhatta empire, 
proceeded towards the city of Poonah; having eo^ 
tcred his palace,^ his Highness resumed his scat upon 
the musnud, and received presents from bis princi- 
pal servants. 

Daring the procession, the British resident, Lieu*- 
tenant Colonel Close, accompanied by bis Buite, paid 
his compliments to his Highness, when a salute was 
fired by the British troops encamped in the vicinity 
of Poonah, under the command of Major General 
Wellesley; this salute was immediately answered 
from the fortress of Saogh ur. 

While the procession passed the bridge leading 
into the city, a second salute was fired from the Brir 
tish camp, and as the Peishwah approached the place, 
salutes were fired from the several posts^ of the Mari- 
hatta troops. At sun set salutes were fired frpm all 
the hill forts in the vicinity of Poonah. 

While these transactions passed at Poonah, Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah had collected a large force at Ougeiu* 
with the professed view of opposing Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, and having commenced l)is march from that , 
capital towards Poonah, crossed the Nerbudda river 
on the 4th of February 1803, and arrived in the vi- 
cinity of Boorhanpoor on the 23d of that month. 

• Ougeln is Scmdiah's capital situated near the ancient city 
of Mundu, the capital of the Chillingi Kings oi Malwa. Ougein 
Js about forty miles north or north-west ot Indbrcy Holkar's ca- 
pital. These two cities are situated in the province of Malwa, 
which is divided between the Feishwsib, Scindiah, and Holkar, 
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Colond Collins, the British resident, dispatched 
by the Governor General from Futty-Ghur, arrived at 
tbecamp ofDowlut Rao Scindiah 6n the 27th Fe- 
bruary 1803. ^ The advices which the Governor 
General had received from Colonel Collins, and from 
other quarters, induced his Lordship to entertain sns- 
flicions, that Scindiah, notwithstanding his specious 
professions, being now delivered by the interposition 
of the British power, from the iiiintediate fear of the 
Superiority of Holkar, meditated an accommodation 
Tvitb Holkar, and a confederacy with that chieftain, 
and with the Rajah of ^erar, for the purpose of sub- 
i^erti ng the treaty concluded by the Britifh govern- 
ment with the Peishwah at Bassein. This suspicion 
.was corroborated by the artifice^ practised at the 
camp of Scindiah, upon the arrival, of Colonel CollinSf 
ix^ith a vfew of eluding the communication of the 
propositions with which Colonel Collins was charged 
under the authority of the Governor General. The 
intricacy, perverse policy, and treachery of such an 
intrigue, however contrary to every principle of true 
wisdom and justice, are ha^bitual to the low cunning 
and captious jealousy of the Marhattas. Colonel 
Collins therefore on thic •24th March 1803, demand- 
ed and obtained an .audience of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, for the purpbfee of requiring an explanation of 
the suspected intrigue, when that chieftain in the 
presence of all his- principal ministers, positively as- 
sured Color) ol Colli as that he had no intention what* 
ever to obstruct the completion of the arrangements con- 
cluded between tbc Peishwah and the British Govern- 
ment, and that irvvas his wish to improve the friend- 
ship then subsisting between the Peishwah, the Bri- 
tish government,, and hisowtj state. 

Notwithstanding this amicable declaration, the Go- 
vernor General had great cause to doubt the sincerity 
of "Scincliah'^ professions, while the increasing' ru- 
|:pours qf 'thi9 supposed confederacy between that 
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chieftain^ Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and the Rajah ot 
Bcrar, rendered it absolutely n^cess^ry for the British 
jfovcrnment to bring the question of the supposed 
confederacy to a determination, and in the event of 
Ifbe actual formation of such a confederacy, to pre- 
piire the British gov,ernment and its allies for a con- 
test with the confederated chieftains. 

Colonel Collins therefore in a conference on the 
28lh of May, conimunicated to Scindiah, the repre- 
sentations which he had been directed to make in 
conformity to instructions from the Governor Gene- 
ral under date the 5th May; by which Colonel Col- 
lins was desired to require the immediate retyrn to 
Jlindostan of Scindiah wjth his army, because Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah possessed no right to impede the 
accomplishment of the treaty of Basscin, unless his 
own security was endangered by that arrangement, 
because the advance of his army must necessarily 
have prevented the due execution of that treaty, and 
because Scindiah (having on the 21th of March, for- 
Tnally disavowed an intention of obstructing the en- 
gagements concluded between the Peishwah and the 
British government,.) his march to Poanah, or his 
<:ontinuance south of the Nerbudda river*" were in- 
compatible with that declaration,, and could not be 
reconciled to any other policy, than a determined in« 
tcntion to disturb those engagements, and to re- 
estabh'sh his former usurped ascendancy in thego- 
vcrnmeut of Poonah. 

Coloucl Collins at the same time delivered to 
Scincliah, a copy of the treaty of Bassein,: Scin- 
diah after having considered the articles of the 
treaty declared, that \l conlained ?io stipulations inju- 
rious to his just fights. In conformity to the Gover* 
nor General's instructions, Colonel Collins, required 

* The Nerbudda river forms the southern boundary of Hin- 
Jbstan proper. 
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Scindiah to state the nature of bis late negociattonS 
with the Rajah of Berar, and with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, intimating also to Scindiah, the resolution 
of the Governor General, to resist any attempt on 
the part of any state or power to pbstruct the com* 
plcte execution of the treaty of Bassein. 

The Resident (Colonel Collins) also apprized 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, that, in the event of his re- 
fusing to afford the just and reasotiable explanations 
and assurances which the Resident demanded, and of 
his continuing to prosecute military operations in op- 
position to the Resident's remonstrances, the British 
Government would be compelled to adof)t measures 
of precaution on every boundary of that chieftain's 
dominions : the Resident added, ' agreeably to the 
Governor General's instructions, that certain intelli* 
gence of the accession of Dpwlut Rao Scindiah to 
any confederacy against the British^ |)ower would 
produce immediate hostility on all parts of his fron- 
tier. 

Ip reply, Scindiah repeatedly declared, in public 
durbar, that he could not afford the satisfaction de- 
manded, until a meeting shbuld have taken place be« 
tween him and the Rajah of Berar, when the British 
Resident should be informed " whether it would h 
feace or warJ^ 

Is it impossible not to contrast this unprovoked 
iiienacc of hostility with the temperate declaration of 
the Governor General, intimating a conditional in- 
tention to adopt measures of precaution on every 
boundary of Scindiah's dominions, in the event only, 
qf that chieftain's continuing to prosecute military 
operations, in opposition to the remonstrances ot the 
Resident, and refusing to afford the reasonable expla- 
nations, which the Resident had demanded. In the se- 
/quel of the Governor General's declaration, which ad- 
verted to the extreme case of ultimate hostility, that 
eventual case is stated to have been contemplated by 
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|be Governor General in the singte erent of Scihdiah ' 
having actually acceded to a confederacy against the 
British power, which act on the part of Scindial), would 
^lone have constituted a positive aggression. The 
insult offered to the British Government by a refer- 
ence of the question pf peace or war to the result of a 
conference with the Rajah of Berar, who, at the head 
of a considerable army, had reached the vicinity 6f 
JDpwlut Rao Scindiah's camp at Eidalabad, together 
* with the indication which Seindiah^s abrupt declara-r 
tion, and the approaching junction of his army with 
that of the Rajah of Berar afforded, of a disposition 
on the part of those chieftains, to prosecute the sup^- 
posed objects of their confederacy, rendered it the 
duty of the British government to adopt without de- 
lay, the most effectual measures for the vindication 
of its dignity, and for the security of its rights and 
interests,, and those of its allies, against any attempt 
ont^epart of the confederates to injure or invade 
them. The Governor General accordingly (on the 
28th of June) issued private instructions to General 
Lake at Caw n poor to make the necessary arrange^ 
ments for assembling the array on the north-west 
frontier of the Company's dominbns, in ord«r to coun- 
teract the designs of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Berar,. and to derive every possible benefit 
to the British interests in the event of war. 

Oi^tbe 3d of June the Rajah of Berar arrived withi- 
in ome march of Scindiah's camp *. at Cheokly, on the 

frontier 

♦ It appears from the report of Mr. Stuart, a British officer, 
who was then in Scindiah's service, and afterwards quitted ft ' 
on the commencement of hostilities, that Scindiah's force in the 
vicinity of the Nizam's frontier at this period of time (June J, 
1^03) amounted to tw,enty-ei^ht battalions of regular infantry, 
(about .17 or 18,000 men,) an^ a well appointed train of artil- 
lery, amounting td one hundred and seventy guns. The regUt 
lar^infantry consisted of Monsieur Polhman's brigade, eight bat- 
talions ; Monsieur Dudernaigu^s brigade, seven battali9ns, j 
the brigade under major Brownrigg, nve battalions; Monsieur 
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Trontier of the Nizam's territories, and was met hf 
Scindiab on the following morning. From this time, 
the conduct of those chieftains afforded the strongest 
indication of a resolution on their part, to evade the 
just and reasopable demands of the BritisB govern- 
ment that they should withdraw their armies from 
the menacing position which those armies had occu- 
pied on the frontier of our ally the Nizam. Although 
Scindiah had distinctly admitted that the treaty of 
Bassein contained no stipulations injurious to his just 
rights, both chieftains continued their negociations 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, in order to induce him 
to join the confederacy against the British govern- 
ment and its allies ; at the same time both chieftains 
employed every endeavour to detach the court of his 
Highness the Peishwah, and that of his Highness the 
. Nizam, from their alliance with the honourable Com- 

Dupont's brigade, four battalions ; and four battalions belong- 
ing to Begum Sumroo. Ambajee Inglia's brigade, consisting^ 
it IS stated, of sixteen battalions, had a few days before been 
detached to Hindostan. 

Scindiah's cavalry amounted to about 18,000 men, and was 
encamped a short distance from his infantry at Mulkapore, at 
■which place Mr. Stuart believes the army of thfe Rajah of Berar, 
amounting -to 6000 infantry, 20,000 cavalry, and forty guns, 
to have been at that time stationed. 

The united armies of the confederate chieftains, amounted 
therefore to 23 or 24j,000 infantry, 38,000 cavalry, and about 
210 guns, and were encamped within twenty-five or thirty miles 
of the Nizam's frontier, and of two principal passes, (the Ad- 
juntee and Badowly Ghauts,) leading intcythat Print's terri- 
tories. 

This commanding position not only afforded the confederate 
chieftains the means of menacing the tranquillity and security 
pf the Nizam's dominions, but would have enabled them; (if 
tliey had not been checked by the British power,) to have comr 
menced a successful attack on the Nizam's territory as soon as 
the season should admit the commencement of military opera- 
tions ; to have penetrated to Hyderabad for the purpose ef in* 
teriupting the regular order of succession to the Musnud of 
the Dekan ; and eventually to have invaded the Company's , 
provinces, and to have made those provijKes the theatre of thiir 
violence and aggression. 

pany. 
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fflnyy by intimidation, menaces and promises of 
booty and aggrandisement ia war against the Com« 
pany. 

The belief that those chieftains entertained designs 
hostile to the British government at the earliest stages 
of the negociatioa between the Resident and Dowlut 
Kao Scindiab, is supported by the information, which* 
the Governor General has from time to time re* 
ceived^ of the proceedings of that chieftain. 

In a letter from Colonel Colling, of the gth Mirch, 
I8O35 the Resident apprized the Governor General, 
that Ambajee Ing)ia, one of Dowlut Rao vScindiah's 
principal ministers, bad informed one of the Resi- 
dent's native agents, that orders had been issued to 
General Perron, directing him to place the army un- 
der his command, in a state of preparation for the 
field with the view of an eventual rupture with the 
British government* 

At that time, Ambajee Inglia was supposed to pos- 
sess the greatest influence over the mind of Scindiah, 
whose proceedings were said to be principally regu- 
lated by the councils of that chieftam. It appeared 
highly improbable therefore, that Ambajee would 
have communicated these orders to the Resident's 
agents, if they had really been issued. This circum- 
stance induced the Governor General to discredit the 
dispatch of those orders, and to believe, that the ob- 
ject of the communication was merely to discover the 
views and intentions of the British government, with 
respect to Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

The concurrent testimony of facts, and the state 
of Monsieur Perron's military force however, which 
have subsequently been ascertained, confirm the 
information which the Resident communicated in 
the month of March, respecting the dispatch of the 
orders to General Perron, to the effect above de- 
scribed, even at that early stage of our i^egociations 
with Dowlut ilao Scindiah. The conduct of Am- 
bajee 
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bfiijee has also been explained by subsequent events^ 
it has appeared by undoubted evidence that Ambajee 
actually proV^oked Scindiah to war against the Com- 
pany, and obtained the command in Hindostan with 
the secret purpose of emancipating himself froni 
Scindiah's power. In pursuance of this treacherous 
project, after having given the information statcfl, to 
Colonel Collins, Ambajee actually obtained the com- 
mand of Scindiah*s forces in Hindostan, and imme-. 
diately upon his arrival at Gualior^ sent proposals of 
submission to General Lake. In the true spirit of 
Marhatta faith however, a part of Ambajee's troops 
engaged General Lake's army in the memorable bat- 
tle of Laswaree. 

On the i 7th June 1803, the Governor General 
received information, that Dowlut Rao Scindiah had 
addressed letters to Ghunnee Bahadur, and Him- 
mut Bahadur, the officers exercising the chief au- 
thority on the part of' his Highness the Peishwah in 
the province of Bundelcund, requiring them to be 
prepared to co-operate with the confederated Mar- 
hatta armies in hostile measures against the Britifh 
possessions ; and that Dhurrum Rao, the command- 
ing officer of a donsiderable body of horse, which ^ 
had been dispatched by Scindiah in the month of 
April to Calpee, (a station on the right bank of the 
Jumna, contiguous to the British territories,) had re- 
ceived orders from Scindiah to the same cflfect. 

On receipt of this information, the Governor Ge- 
neral deemed it proper to direct the Resident to re- 
quire Dowlut Rao Scindiah to acknowledge or to 
disavow , those orders, and accordingly, at a confe- 
rence between the Resident and Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah holden on the 1 6th July, the Resident stated 
the substance of that information to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, and required \\\m to declare whether he 
bad actually issued orders of the nature described. 

In reply, Dowlut Rao Scindiah assured the Resi- 
dent in the mo5t ^Icmn manner, that he had never 

issued 
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issued such orders to the Peishwah's officers ia Bun- 
deJcund, or to Dhurrum Rao, and that the latter 
chieftain had been especially directed to respcCt the 

. British territories. 

Notwithstanding the solemn disavowal by Scindiah 
of these orders, the many instances of insincerity 
manifested by that chieftain, the general tenor of 
his conduct, and the authenticity of the source of 
information upon this subject, together with cir- 

' cumstances which have been subsequently ascertained, 
confirm the intelligence«originally received relative 
to these acts of aggression on the part of Scindiah. 
The facts were communicated to the Collectoi^ of 
Allahabad by the express direction of Himmut Beha- 
dur, (one of the Peishwah's officers in Bundelcund) 
to whom the letters of Scindiah were addressed, and 
who previously transmitted proposals to the Grover- 
nor General, iorthe transfer of that province to the 
• authority of the British Government. 

In a letter from Colonel Collins, dated the 14th 
of June, and received on the 6th of July, that of- 
ficer transmitted a paper of intelligence from his 
Agent at Delhi, stating that messengers from Dow- 
Jut Rao Scindiah had lately come to the Rohilla 
chieftain Gholaum Mahomed Khan, who resides at 
Nadoivn, and that letters had been received by that 
chieftain from General Perron, inviting him to pro- 
ceed with his followers towards the station of Gene- 
ral Perron's army, by the way of Saharunpore, for 
the purpose of exciting cpmmotions in the Jagheer 
of Rampore ; and assuring him of ample support 
both from Scindiah and Ge^neral Perron ; and that 
General Perron had clandestinely addressed letters. 
to the principal persons residing in the Jagheer of 
Rampore and other places, urging them to em- 
ploy their exertions in disturbing the tranquillity of 
the Company's possessions. This intelligence was 
corroborated by information repeatedly received and 
communicated to the Governor General by the Re- 
sident 
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sident at Lucknow, and the Agent to the Governor 
General in the, ceded provinces of Oude, of tl>e 
preparations of GhoFaum Mahomed Khan, for the 
avowed purpose of complying with the suggestions 
which he had received from Scindiah and General 
Perron, to excite disturbances in the district of 
Rampoor, and to disturb the tranquillity of the Vi?- 
zier's and the Company V dominions ; and oq ih6 
26th of July, copies of letters from Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to Gholaum Mahomed Khan and Bamboo 
Khan (the grandson of the late Nujib-00-Dowlah, 
who occupies a territory in the vicinity of Saharun- 
poor) declaring the intention of Scindiah to com- 
mence a war of aggression agaiqst the British power, 
and instigating those chieftains to co-operate with 
the forces of General Perron against the British pos- 
sessions, were received by the Governor General 
from Mr. Leycester, the collector at Moradabad, 
to whom they had been transmitted by Bumboo 
Khan. 

It appears from a passage in these documents, 
that the letters of Scindiah to Gholaum Mahomed 
Khan, and Bumboo Khan, were written subse- 
quently to the march of Dowlut Rao Scindiah from 
Boorhanpore, on the 4th of May. But the dispatch 
of messengers to Gholaum Mahomed Khan, and tl>e 
transmission of the instructions to General Perron, 
under which that officer addressed letters to the 
principal persons in Rampoor, and other places, as 
noticed in the preceding paragraphs, must be refer- 
red to an earlier period of time. The complete 
state of preparation in which the army of General 
Perron was actually placed, is a corroborative evir 
dence of the actual transmission of orders to that 
officer, to the effccft described in Colonel Collins's 
letter of the gth of March. 

These facts reciprocally confirm each point of the 
:evidence of Scindiah's hostile projects, and combined 
with information at various times communicated by 

' 41 the 
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the Kesidcnt with Ddwlnt Rao Scindiab, of the pro* 
ceedi'ngs of that chieftain, with the repeated intel- 
ligence rcQeived of the actual fornnation of an hos- 
tile confederacy between Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
the Rajah of Berar, and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and 
with the tenor and result of the Resident'? nego- 
tiations, amount to full proof of the alledged design 
on the part of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, of 
subverting the alliance formed between the British 
government and his Highness the Peishwah. 

During the actual crisis of affairs, it appeared to 
the Governor General necessary to unite the con- 
troul of all political affairs in the Dekan, connected 
with the negotiation then depending between the 
British government and the confederated chieftains, 
and with the movement of the army, under a dis» 
tinct local authority, subject to the Governor Gene- 
ral in council, but possessyig full powers to conclude 
upon the spot whatever arrangements might become 
necessary, either for the final settlement of peace, or 
foi^ the active prosecution of war. The Gover- 
nor General was of opinion, that those impor- 
tant powers could not be placed i^ith advantage in 
any other bands than those of the general officer 
commanding the troops, destined to restore the tran- 
quillity of the Dekan ; and accordingly determined 
on the 26tl>pf June, to vest them in Major General 
Weilesley, whose established influence among the 
Marhatta chiefs, and intimate knowledge ot the 
Governor General's scHtiments concerning the Bri- 
tish interests in the Marhatta empire, were particu- 
larly calculated to enable that officer to execute the 
arduous trust reposed in him, with the greatest be- 
nefit to the public interests. The same powers'were 
also vested in Lieutenant General Stuart,v in the 
event of bis assuming the imiTiediate command of 
the forces in the Dekan. 

On the 1 8th of July, Major General Weilesley 

fcaving received these powers from the Governpr 

, General, 
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General, addressed a letter to the Resident, di^eot« 
ing him to state to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and thk 
Rajah of Berar, the anxiety with which the British 
government defired the preservation qf peace.; and 

. to observe, th^t the only proof which could be ac- 
cepted of the sincerity of the amicable professions 
of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, was the imme- 
diate separation and return of their armies from the 
frontier of the Nizam's territories, to their respec- 
tive capitals; in whiph case, General Wellesley of- 
ffsred to withdraw the troops under his command to 
their usual stations. Should, however Scindiah and 

,the Rajah of Berar be resolved to maintain their 
positions on the Nizam's frontier, the Resident was 
directed to apprize those chieftains, that he had re- 
ceived Major General Wellesley's orders to quit the 
camp of Scindiah, without delay. 

After further^ evasive attempts, ttie two chieftains 
returned answers on the 3 1st July, to General 
Wellcsley^s requisition, and proposed to retire from 
the position which they occupied, at the same time 
that General Wellesley should commence bis march. 
to the usual stations of the British, Army ; this pro- 
position however, /was accompanied by a conditioa 
which furnished a curious example of the dt^cfeitful, 
but weak policy of these M^rhatta chiefs ; they add- 
ed to a proposition specious in its first appearance, 
the inadmissible and absurd condition, that on the 
same day on which the British troops under General 
Wellesley should reach the stations of Bombay , Ma^ 
^(iSj and Seringdfatam^ J the Marhatta confederates 
Aifould encamp the muud armies of Scindiah and the 

* Distance^ frpm Amednuggur (the position of Majttr Osf 
Mral Wellesley's ?^nny on the Slst July 180$,} 
r To Madras, - * - lOM Mile«, 
Seringapatam - - 5*1 ■ ' » 

Bomt^y, - - S2l — .— ^ 

From the position which :tli« cpDJ^trflPtet^^ceapiiij^ Booifaaai^ 
^i« is disuat about fi&7 xnilef. 

f' Raj*h 
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Rajah 6f Berar at Boorhanpore^ a tlty belonging to ' 
Scindiah, and situated about fifty miles from the 
Nizam's frontier. 

The manner irvwhieh this proposition was con- 
veyed to General Wellestey deserves particular no- 
tice. At the last conference, on the 3Jst July, be- 
tween the British Resident, Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
and the R^jah of Berar, three successive propositions 
were offered by those chieftains to Colonel Collinses 
acceptance. The first proposition was, that the 
imhed forces of Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar 
should retire' to Boorhanpoore, and that Major Ge- \ 
neral Wellesley should withdraw the British troops 
to their usual stations; or in other words, that the 
British army should abandon the means which it pos- 
sessed in its actual position, and in it3 embodied 
state, of opposing a seasonable resistance to any 
hostile attempts on the part of the confederated 
chieftains, while those chieftains should retire with' 
their e/w/V^^ armies to a. short distance fi-om the fron- 
tier of our ally, prepared to take advantage of the' 
approaching favourable season, and of the absence 
and dispersion of the British forces. 

This unreasonable proposition having been deci-^ 
dedly ^nd instantly rejected by the Resident, the 
confederated chieftains offered their second proposi^- 
tion, that- the Resident should appoint a day for the * 
march 6f the fespective fqrces of those chieftains' 
from the place of their encf&mpment, and that the* 
Resident should pledge the faith of the British go- 
vernnfient for the retreat of the army under Major 
General Wellesley, on the day on which the armies 
Qf:the^cqnfQd§rates should cprameace their march to 
their us^jial sfetiotis* ^ 

It is manifest that this proposition afforded no 
pther security for the actual return of the armies 
of those chieftain^ tQ.tbeir usual stations, than a pre- 
carious dependence on thoe^e pro^isw -whkh they 

, • had 
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ha^ 5c>-rcpeatedly violated. - Independently of wbiah 
consideration, Colonel CoUi-ns was not authorised to 
pledge the faith of the British goverrtment to an ar*^ 
rangemcnt, inconsistent with the iiistructions wbicii 
he had received from Major General Well esley, and 
it soon became evident that this proposition waa 
n^erely illusory on the part of the chieftains. 

Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar finally propo^tf 
their tliird proposition, that they should by a lett^ 
state to Major General WellesLey, " thai on the day 
on which General Wellesley should, withdraw bis 
troops from the station then occupied by the British 
army, those chief iains would separate their armies, and 
commence their return to their respective territories in 
herar and the north of Hindostan'* This proposed 
mollification of General WeJlesley's requisition evi- 
dently diminished the secutity which might have 
been derived from the previous and immediate sepa- 
ration and departure of the confederated armies. 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, however, havi^ng 
declared, that unless Major General Wellesley should 
consent to the third proposition, they could not re- 
tire consistently with a due regard to the honour of 
their respective gqvernmenti;, Colonel Collins con- 
sented to refer that proposition to Major General 
Wellesley, and to remain in Scindiah's camp until 
^n answer should be received, provided the letters to 
Major General Wellesley were sent to the Resident, 
for transmission before the npon of the following day. 

It now appeared, that both the second and third 
propositions had been absolute evasions fornhe pur- 
pose ofx gaining time; in direct violaiion of the 
terms of both the second and the third proT)6sition«, 
Scindiah and the Rajab of Berar on tht; ist of 
August, 1803, transmitted letters to the Resident, 
addressed to Major General Wellesley, proposing 
(not to separate their armies, and to commence their 
return to Berar^ and to the northern provinces of 

F 2 Hin- 
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HijJdosfein, on the day on which Major General 
Wclleslcy should withdraw the British army;) but 
to continue their armies united^ and instead of com» 
mencing their ^^ march to their respective territories in 
Berar, and the north of Hindostan j" to limit iheir 
retreat to the neighbouring station of Boorhanporc, 
precisely according to the terms of the first propo- 
sition, which had been fully discussed, and positively 
and instantly rejected by Colonel Collins. 

On the receipt of the Rajah of Berar's letters coti- 
taining this inadmissible and insidibus proposition, 
the^ Resident made immediate arrangements for quit- 
ting the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and com- 
menrrd his march towards Aurungabad on the 3d 
of August. 

It n^y be useful in this place to review in a dis-t 
tinct and connected form, the leading facts of the 
late transactioriSj which have terminated in a disso- 
lution of the relations of amity between the British 
Government and the confederated chieftains, Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Ber%r- 

His Highness the Peishwah was compelled, to- 
wards the close of the year 1802, by the violence 
and usurpation of a subject * of his government, to 
abandon his capital city of Poonah ; in pursuance of 
the prmciples of the alliance forrtied with the Peish- 
wah in .1790, and revived in 1792 and 1793, and 
with a view to^the establishment of the general sys- 
tem of defensive alliance, commenced with the 
Nizam by the treaties of J 798 and 1800, Kis High- 
ness the Peishwah solicited and obtained the aid of 
the British power for the restoration of his authority, 
and concluded engagements with the British Go- 
vernment, calculated to secure his Highness's rights 
and independence, against the designs of any foreign 
or domestic enemy. Those engagements not only 

Jeswiint Rao Holkar. 
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contained no stipulation injurious to the just rigbtt 
of the feudatory chieftains of the Marbatta empire^ 
but provided additional security for the bntnolestcd 
exercise of those rights. Reference to the treaty of 
Bassein will prove this statement. ' • 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah distinctly expressed bis con» 
currence in the propriety of the measures adopted by 
the British Government for the restoration of tb^ 
Peishwah's authority; he was assured by the KesU 
dent in the name of the British Government, that 
the treaty of Bassein was merely of a defensive na- 
ture ; and after having received a copy of the treaty 
of Bassein, he admitted that the treaty of Basstia 
was not injurious to his own rights, or to those of 
the feudatory chicftains^; he also, after some discus- 
sion, admitted that the Peishwah possessed the right 
to conclude the treaty of Bassein without the con- 
currence of the Marbatta feudatories, stating merely 
that as guarantee * to the treaty of SNalbye, he ought 
to have, been consulted by the Peishwah ; Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, however, persisted in soliciting the 
junction of the Rajah of Beraf, with the whole body 
of his forces, for the purpose of deciding the ques- 
tion of war or peace, or in other words, of eventually 
employing their united power and resources, to in- 
vade the territories of the allies and of the company, 
and to subvert the arrangements concluded between 
the British Government and the Peishwah at Bassein. 

In confornf^ity to Dowlut Rao Scindiah's solicita- 
tions, the Rajah pf Berar commenced bis march for 
the purpose of effecting tbc proposi^d junction of 
their numerous armies in a menacing position on tbo 

frontier 

♦ On this subje<5l it may, be observed, tfcat to have rendered 
the Peishwah responsible to Scindiah for the a^s of his admi- 
nistration as the acknowledged executive head of the Marhatta 
5tate, would have reversed the relation which subsists between 
them. The duty of a guarantee to a treaty cannot be consi* 
(kred to extend to the obligatioa of precluding any change in 
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frontier * of the Nizam, the ally of the British Go«- 
vernment. 

Tfiese measures were not adopted by those chief- 
tains with a view, por even under a pretence of de- 
fenciing their own rights and interests against any ap- 
prehended design on the part of the British govern- 
ment or of any other state, to injure or to invade those 
rights or interests, nor with the view of securing the 
protection or internal settlement of their own posses- 
sions in thf? vicinity of the Nizam's dominions. No 
stich apprehensions were ever stated by either chief- 
tain. These measures were therefore avowedly con- 
certed for the express purpose of enabling those chief- 
tains to carry into cffedl their eventual resolution of 
undertaking a war of aggres$ion against the British 
governnient and its allies, for the purpose of usurping 
the authority of the Peishwah, and of destroying a 
treaty, the tendency of which the confederate chief- 
tains had not arraigned, and which the Peishwah wai; 
acknowledged to be competent to conclude, even by 
the direct admission of Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 

Under the^e and other indications of hostility on 
the part of ^those chieftains, the British government 
merely required that the^y should retire with their 

the terms of such treaty, or even its entire abrogation, provided 
the contrading parties have agreed by mutual consent to vary 
or annul it. In his capacity of guarantee to the treaty of Sal- 
bye, Scindiah is merely authorized to bring to a right under- 
standing either of the parties to that treaty which shall deviate* 
from its stipulations. In that capacity, therefore, Scindiah 
clbes not possess any authority to prevent the contracting par- 
ties from concluding any additional engagements, or even from 
abrogating the treaty of Salbye by mutual consent} at a}l 
events, his interests and station as a member of the Marha;tta 
state, were sufficiently considered by the offer of admitting him 
lo be a party in the defensive treaty concluded with the Peish- 
wah, or of contracting separate engagements between him and 
the British government on the basis o> that treaty. . , 

* Near the Adjitntee Ghaut, a pass about sixty miles north of 
Aurungabad, on the Nizam's north western frontier, and lead- 
ing into his territories. * " " 
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armies to tteir usual stations, in Berar apd the north, 
of Hindostan, proposing that the British army in the 
Dekan, should also retire in a sfmilar nnanner. ^ 

At the moment when Dowlut Rao Scindiah, after 
being apprized of all the stipulations of the treaty of 
Bassein, acknowledged, that it contained no provi- 
sions injurious to the rights of the feudatory chief- 
tains, that chieftain publicly declared to the Resident/ 
That the question of peace or war with the^ British go^ , 
'oemment^ depended upon the result of a conference 
between Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, whose ar- 
rival at the head of the whole body of his forces in 
the vicinity of Scindiah's camp, was daily ex- 
pected. 

The hostile and insulting nature of this declaration 
deserves particular attention. Occupying a position 
with the main body of his forces near the frontier of 
our ally, Scindiah publicly declared, in open durbar, 
to the representative of the British government, that 
he awaited the arrival of the Rajah of Berar, at the 
head of a numerous army on the frontier of the domi- 
nions of our ally, for the purpose of deciding, whether 
the united arms of those confederate chieftains, should 
be employed in a war of aggression against the British 
govertrment aud its allies. 

After the declaration made by Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, that ** The British government should know' 
whether it woiiIJ he peace or war as soon as the Rajai^ 
of Berar should have joined ScindiaVs army^' every 
principle of the law of nations would have justified 
the British government in adopting, ariy measured 
which might have been deemed necessary to prevent 
the intended junction between the armies of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah and of the Rajah of Berar. It would 
have been justifiable to have employed force for the 
purpose of preventing the junction of the confederate 
armies, and of diverting the operations of their 
troops. Those objects constituted a sufficient cause 
of war, previously to the meeting of the chiefs, and 

would 
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Would barie warranted the immediate attack of the 
tefritpries and resources of the confederates in order 
to prevent the accomplishment of the avowed purpose 
of their meeting. 

The armies of those chieftains however were per- 
mitted to effect the proposed junction, and the chief- 
taiild me^ for the purpose of deciding whether^ it should 
he peace or war with the Company. After the junction 
of their armies, /those chieftains continued by syste- • 
matic delays and evasions, to withhold any decJani^ 
tion with regard to the nature of their designs, during 
a period of two months ; 'and although at the expira- 
tion of that period of time, the confederated chieftains 
disavowed all intention of obstructing the complete 
execution of the treaty of Bassein, they, refused to 
abandon the arrangemeiits avowedly adopted, and the 
position occupied, for the eventual prosecutioa oi 
hostilities against the British government. 

The proceedings of. the confederated chieftains 
were therefore manifestly of a menacing and aggres^ 
sivc nature, and the position of their united armies on 
the frontier of our ally, enabled them to carry into im- 
mediate execution the hostile designs which their 
conduct and their language had previously indicated. 
The temporary change of their language unaccompa- 
nied by any change of conduct, a^orded no security 
against the hostilities which they had menaced, and 
while they continued to occupy an hostile and menac- 
ing position with their united armies^ the contradiction 
between their professionsand theiractiops afforded just 
ground of suspicion, especially at that season when 
it would have been much more difficult for their 
forces than for the British to have commenced active 
operations. On the other hand, the movement of the 
British troops tdwards Ahmcdnuggur, as far as it re- 
spected the Rajah of Berar and Dowlut Rao Scin- 
d[iah, was purely defensive. The internal condition 
of his Highness the Peishwab's government would 

aloqe 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 41 > 

alone have jp8tified,r and requir^ thp.ipa^cbiqf thp 
Briti^sh subsidiary .force frocn Ppohali to that ppsition. 
Under tbese circumstances, thqs^ c;|}ieftejnS: were 
not entitled to any corresponding concess^pn? pi| our 
part, and their refusal to comply ^uncqncjitipnaljy with 
the requisition ofthe .British government, woul4Ji)avQ 
justified an, iqw^iediate resprt .to arms.' The offer of 
Majo^'Generfil Wellesley, .therefore, on the l^th of 
July, to withdraw- the troopS; unjie^ hia command^ 
frpmthe vicinity of AdmodnUjggur, aqd the amicable 
assurances with which it wjas»accompanied, afforded 
the most unequivocal prpof of the pacific intentions 
of the British government^ and, deprived the cpnfedcc 
Tated chieftains of every pretext for continuing to 
maintain their armies in their united and ipenacing 
position on the frontier, of our ally* 

The mere JAinc|:ion of the armies ofScindiah and' 
the Rajah of Berar, upon the frontier of the dpmi- 
nions of our ^lly, for any purpose unconneqted with 
the security, pf the rights of those chieftpins^ would 
have compelled thp British government to demand the 
removal of those armies from that menacing position, 
and would have Required the adoption of those mea- 
sures of precaution on our part ; and the refusal of 
those chieftains to comply with that deqnand, would 
have justified an appeal to arms for the security of 
our interests, and those of our allies. But Scindiah 
had publicly declared, that the object of the junc- 
tion of the confederate armies was to decide the 
question of peace or war with the Company. Under 
the^ circumstances of the moment therefore, no other 
security for the pacific conduct of those chieftains 
could have be9n accepted, than such as should de- 
prive them of the power of prosecuting with success 
the designs which they manifestly entertained, and 
had declared against the rights and interests of the 
British government and its allies. 

During the whole course of the negpciationa be- 
tween the Resident and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, (from 
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Ae Vf\h 6t PAruiry until th* 3ci of Au^iist, 1 603,) 
thfttcbieftein tad tbe Rajdh of B^rar employed their 
ttofll a9sidued^ endeavours to induce Je^unt Rab 
Holh^ tb unite in the confederacy, and to form a 
junction ifrtth the confbdcrate armies ; and those 
chieftains feven assigned the depending negociation 
^ith JesWunt Rao Holkar, as a cause for maintaining 
their united armies in the position from which they 
were required to retreat. 

The result estabHfiihid by these'fects, which ar© 
«mpTy detailed in the Goternor Generafs dispatches 
tb the secret eommfittee of the tgth April, 20th 
June, 1st August, and asth Septemper 1803, is-^ 

Isti That according to th^evidetrce of facts and fo 
a^e divine* avowal of Scindiah and the Rajih of Be- 
rar, those chieftains had no cause of ibmplainfc 
agiinst the British government, Uor any reason to ap- 
prehend that their just rights and interests were ex- 
posed to hazard by the arrangements concluded be«- 
tweert the British government and the Peishwah. 

adiy. That the junction and continuance of the 
armies of those chieftains on the frontier of the Ni- 
iaw, near Adjuntee, were evidently unnecessary ifbr 
any purpose connected with the security of their 
rights, or with the protection or internal arrangement 
of any part of their territorial possessions ; and that if 
either Scindiah or the Rajah of Berar had really en- 
tertained apprehensions oif Holkar's movements, they 
could not have contirmed in their actual position with 
common prudence, but must for their own safety have 
retired in the direction required by Major General 
Wellesley, since Holkar at that time occupied a po- 
sition lA the vidinity of Scindiah 's dominions iti 
Malwa. 

3dly. That (he general conduct and language of 
tliose chieftains, indicated designs of an hostile nature 
against the British government, and its aJlres, the 
I^ishwah, and the Nizam, and that Scindiah baddis- 
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tinctiy d^c&red on the 88th of M»y» that he vaA tbn 

Rajah of Berar, me^Wid evm^ual war. 

4tbly. X^dt tbQ9e G))i^ft^Q8 assembled their a^ 
inii^ in a menacing po^tipa on the frontier of our 
ally tb^ Nizam, for tbe piirpooe of enabling tbeca 
eventually to carry tboge designB into execution. 

dtbly. That the public and insulting nienace of 
war^ against tbe &*iti$h Government, uttered by 
Powlut Rao Scindiah dn the 38t|i o( }d4y J^O?^ 
was aq open avoyor^I of an ho^tilj^ cipiriti and an ace 
of direct hostility ; and . therefore a si|f!iGi^nt caufe 
of war, unles3 that menace bad been effectually re- 
tracted by ^cb a movement of that cbieftaip*s army^ 
as should have secured tbe British interests against 
the acpomplishment of $o insolent and wanton a 
threat ; that the confederate army continued to re* 
tain tbe means of commencing with advantage the 
war wbipb Scindiah had denounced ; that tbe same 
hostile spirit was manifested by various preparations 
and arrangements dangerous to the British govern* 
ment and its allies, and that these acts of aggression 
were menaced and committed, not opiy without any 
caase of complaint deducible from tbe measures and 
proceedings pf the British governu^entorof its allies^ 
but under a distinct acknowledgment of tbe pacific 
nature of our arrangements with the Peisbwah, and 
under.an avowed conviction of our amicable inten- 
tions* 

6thly, That the hostile nature of the proceedings 
of those "chieftains, and their repeated violation of 
public faith, precluded all reliance on their promises 
and professions, and rendered it the duty of the Bri- 
tish government to require the separation and return 
pf their armies to their respective territories, as the 
' only security for the rights and interests of the Bri- 
tish government and its allies, against the declared 
designs^of those confederated chieftains. V. 

7thly. That this requisitioo was accompanied by 
- G 2 ' a pro- 
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a pro^sal to withdraw the British army from its ad- 
vanced position at Ahmednuggur in the Dekan, 
Btidthat such a proposal was not only an incontro- 
verttble proof of the just and "padfic views of the Bri- 
tish government, but furnished ample security to the 
confederated chieftalris, against the possibljty of any 
danger ^hich could he apprehended by them, from 
a.cortpliaiice with our requisition to separate and 
withdraw their armies: 

It was evident therefore, that after the denial of 
this jusjt requisition, the defence and security of our 
rightsj and thbse of our allies, could only be maintain- 
ed by resorting to arnis against Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Berar. 

The season pressed f6r decision. The aAual pre- 
valence of the rainy monsoon in the provinces of India, 
which must become the theatre of war, was higtfly 
favourable to oUr operations, and equally unpropiti- 
bus to any hostile movement of the native powers. 

To have permitted the confederate chieftains to re- 
ttiain unmolested until the close of the rains, would 
havesacrificed a principal advatitage which we then 
possessed^, and would have enabled and encouraged 
them to prosecute with facility and rapidity, their 
operations* against the territories of the Nizam, of 

^ - ' the 

♦ The Dessarah, which may be considered a military festival 
amotig the Marhattas, takes place at the close of the soiith 
v^est monsoon, about the end of the month of September ; the 
favonrable s^ascn for the movement of troops then opens. The 
jhanda or great standard of the prince is hoisted, a camp is 
ibrthed, and the operations of the ensuing year are determined, 
whether! they^^may be dir^<5led against an open enemy, or tp 
the objcfl of colleding the permanent tribute, or CSioute, oV 
to move on a Muluk-Gheree, or plundering expedition. "In 
Pcdnah, this festival is celebrated with particular splendor. The 
Peishwah, ac«tompanied by the great members of the empire, 
march out of the city, preceded by the state equipages, consist- 
ing of elephants superbly caparisoned, led horses, and in short 
all the pomp bf oriental magnificence. Upon this occasion the 
Marhattas go through the ceremony of plundering' a field ; 
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the Peishwah, of the Rajah of Mysore, and eventual- 
ly of the company, at the eommencement of the 
favourable season. ^ 

This policy would have united all the disadvan- 
tages of irresolution with the inconvenience of heavy 
expense, and of the continuance of our army at a 
remote distance from our own possessions ; neither 
prudence nor honour would have permitted us to 
retreat under the menacing language and command- 
ing position of the confederate chieftains. We miist 
therefore have maintained an advanced position in 
the Dekan, nor could we have abandoned the Nizam, 
the Peishwah, the Guikwar, the Rajah of Mysore, 
and our own subjedls upon our frontier, to the secu- 
rity of vague professions from a Marhatta Durbar. 
The threats and power of the confederates, the posi- 
tion and force of their army, combined with the ge- 
neral tenor of their conduct and policy, absolutely re-- 
quired that our army should remain in the vicinity of 
the confederate forces, for the preservation of our in*- 
terests, of our safety, of our public faith, and of our 
reputation. 

In addition to other circumstances, the declining 
stateof the Nizam's health, and the designs which 
the confederate chieftains were known to entertain 
with respect to the succession to the sovereign autho- 
rity of the Dekan, rendered it indispensibly necessary 
that while the Marhatta army remained on the Ni- 
zam's frontier, the British trooops should occupy a 
position calculated to secure the regular order of suc- 
cession on the Nizam's death, and to frustrate the 
attempts which the confederates might make to plaee 
on the Musnud of the Dekan, one of the younger 

doubtless to remind them of their predatory orimn. The 
Peishwah leads the way, by tearing up a handfurofcorn ; his 
example is followed by all present, and the field is pillaged in a 
moment."' 
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s0pgof iheNlz^m^ devoted to fh^ csuse of the Mai- 
l^atta chi^fs^ and inimical to the British interests 

The same policy which dictated the conclusion of 
the treaties of Hyderabad in 17fi8 and in 1800, re- 
quired, that the British government should be pre* 
pared to maintain the stability of its a|Hai>ce with the 
Prince of the Dekan^ and to resist any attempt which 
might be directed to the subversion of the British in* 
fljienpe at Hyderabad, or to the exclusion of the legi- 
timate heir from the sovereign power of the Dekan, 

These considerations therefore rendered it indis* 
pensibly neqessary to maintain an adv^mced position in 
the Dekan, while the confederates should persist in the 
determination of menacing the frontier of our allien. 
If thre British army had continued in an advanced 
position, leaving to the confederates the undisturbed 
possession of their resodrces and means of attack, the 
result must have been deeply injurious, if not fatal to 
our cause. 

After we had sustained the expense and inconve- 
nience of remaining inadive in the field, waiting th^ 
pleasure of the Marhatta Durbars for peace or war, 
the confederate chieftains would ultimately have 
possessed the opportunity of employing their com* 
bined force against our dispirited army with every 
advantage of season, with increased alacrity and 
vigour, ijnd with the probable addition of Holkar's 
troops, of many of our present Marhatta allies, an4 
even of French auxiliaries. ^ 

The same considerations of justice and policy 
therefore .which absolutely required us to maintain our 
army in an advanced position under the actual ag- 
gression and hostile conduct of thq confederates, 
operated with additional force to demand such a 
'Reasonable application of ^ur military strength, as 
should afford us the full benefit of our actual advan- 
tages/ frustrate the artifices, delays, and treachery of 
;■•,'■ ^ ■ ; • " " ^ ■' ■ "the 
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tile enemy, antrcipatc his irisnlting^ menrrce oF warj 
check his pride, and ch^tise his insolence. 

If we had submitted to the insidious proposition* 
of the Marhatta chiefs, if we had retreated in the face 
of their united forces, and had withdrawn our army 
in the Dekan*, while they retained their commands 
ing position ;^ if we had omitted the precautions 
which involved additional expense on the frontier of 
Oude, and in other quarters; ^e should have sub- 
mitted the honour, dignity, arid ihtercsts, if tiot the 
existence, of the British government in India, to the 
most faithless, sanguinary,^ rapaciotiJi,' and violent of 
the Marhatta adventurers; we should have forfeited 
the opinion of the native powers, which formisamain 
^iltar of th<?jrabric of our empire; we should have 
^ descended to a public acknowledgment of the su- 
periority of the Marhatta arms in th4 fafceof all Asia'; 
and we should have been degraded by the nativfe 
states of Hrndosfen, andtheDekan, to the rank d(k 
sfecbrtdary power an India ; of a power, secondary to 
Dowltit Rao Scindiah, whose military strength rests 
upon the support of )?rerich adventure, entcrptize, 
itid skill. 

A policy so unworthy of British wisdom, honour, 
and courage would have subjected the tranquillity 
and security of HJndostan and the Dekan, inbluding 
all our alliances, dependencies, and possessions, to the 
will of Scindiah, and of a band of French adventu- 
rers, armed with a powerful artillery, in the critical 
moment of a renewal of w^ar with France. 

It appeared to the Governor General to be a more' 
safe, as well as a more honourable policy, to employ 
the means which he had prepared, for the purpose. of 

• Dekan or South in its general signification, implies the whole 
of the peninsula of India, to the southward of the Nerbudda ri- 
ver, or from the 22d degree of north latittrde toCape Comorin. 
In its limited sense it is intended to signify the counties now 
forming the provinces of Candeish, Dowlutabad, Viziapoor, 
Golconda, and part of Berar. 
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cfFectually averting the. present and future projects of 
the cbnfederatei and their S'rench officers, than to 
confide the security of any part of his arduojus trust 
to the professions of the MaHiatta chiefs, contradicted 
by the spirit of all their actioAs, and by the uniforn) 
tenor of their character, disposition and views. 

Colonel Collins therefore left Scindiah*s camp on 
the 3d of August, and the British government pro- 
ceeded to carry into execution the plan of operations 
which had been formed for the eventual defeat of the 
unjust and unprovoked designs of the confederated 
ehieflains, Dowlut Rao Scindia and the Rajah of 
Berar. 

The compass of these notes will not admit a ftate^ 
ment of the detailed instructions issued by the Go- 
vernor General to his Excellency the Commander in 
Chief (General Lake), and to the honourable Major 
.General Wellesley, to the governments of Fort St. 
George and Bombay, and to the public officers at 
Fort William, relative to the preparation and em- 
ployment of the forces, and to several points connect- 
ed witij the formation of a system of political arrange- 
ment with the neighbouring states and chieftains, 
calculated to diminish the power and resources of 
the enemy, and to facilitate the success of the British 
arms, in the event of our being cpnipelled to proceed 
to hostilities. 

Every measure was suggested and adopted, which 
the judgment of the Governor General in council 
could devise, for the successful accomplishment of 
those political arrangements, and the preparations 
for military operations were all niade with a view to 
the commencement of hoistilities in every quarter of 
the possessions of the enemy, before the close of the 
rainy season. Although this early movement was 
likely to prove difficult to the British armies, it is well 
knpwn that these difficulties would be inconsiderable 
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in comparison with the almost insurmountable ob- 
stacles which embarrass the operations of the army o(^ 
a native power, during the period of th6 rains. The 
forces from the armies of Fort St. George and of 
Bombay under thjb command of Major General Wel- 
lesley, were jalready in a position to commence hosti- 
lities in the Dekan, assoon'as intelligence should be 
received of the rupture of the negotiation with Scin- 
diah'and the Rej.^h of Berar ; and arrangements had 
been carried into effect, for the early invasion (from 
Ganjam and from Calcutta by the armies of Fprt St. 
George and Bengal,) of the valuable province <)f Cut* 
tack in Orissa, which disjoins the British territory, 
and interrupts the continuity of our dominions be- 
tween Bengal and the northern Sircars. The govern- 
ment of Bombay was prepared, to seize at the same 
time, the sea ports and territory belonging to Scin* 
diah in Gi^zerat, on the extremity of the western 
quarter of India. By the indefatigable activity, ^eal, 
ability, and energy of General Lake, (whose personal 
exertions have surpassed all former example/and have 
been thfe main source of the success of the war in that 
quarter,) the array of Bengal on the north-west fron- 
tier of Oucje, was placed towards the close of the 
month of July,, in a st^te of preparation and equip- 
ment, favorable to the iiiynediate attack of Monsieur 
Perron's force, as soon as authentic advices should be 
received, of the commencement of hostilities in the 
Dekan. ' . 

The arrangements adopted by the Governor Gene- 
ral during this arduous crisis of affairs, were directed . 
to provide for a general combined attack to be made, 
nearly at the same time, on the united army of 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar under their personal 
command in the Dekan, and on all their most vul- 
nerable and valuable possessions in every quarter of 
India. The plan of operations comprehended a tract 
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ofcounti-y, extending from Delhi* and the Pr*esi(fen- 
cies of Fort William, Fort St. George, and Bombay 
to Poonah, Hyderabad, Guzerat, and Orissa, and em- 
bracqd, together with the security and defence of the 
British dominions, the important objects of defeating 
the confederate chieftains in the field ; of establishing 
our allies, their highnesses the Peishwah and the Ni- 
2am in their respective legitimate governments ; of 
securing the legitimate successiofn to the government 
oftheDekan ; of delivering the unfortunate and 
aged emperor Shah Allmn, and the royal houfe of 
Timur, from misery, degradation, and bondage ; 
'ind of extirpating the last remnant of French in- 
fluence in India^ By rescuing his Iqnperial Majesty the 
Moghul, from the hands of a desperate band of 
French adventurers ; and by tiestroying the powerful 
artillery and military resources of Monsieur Perron, 
^nd of the French state founded upon the ruins of 
the authority of the Moghul, and under the auspice^ . 
of Scindiah, on the i>orth-west frontier of Hin- 
dostan.^ 

iThe army under Major General Wellesley was di- 
rected to the purpose of opposing'the confederated 
force under the command of Scindiah and' the Rajah 
ofBerar. The effect of Major General Wellesley 's 
success might be expected to deliver from alldangep 

* Delhi to Pponah, ^ .. 913 Miles. 

Hyderabad, - 950 

Baroach, about - 800 

Cuttack, * - 902 

Fort William to Poonah, - 1289 

Hyderabad, - - 902 
tbaroacli, - - 1251 

Fort William to Bombayj - 1301: 
' Fort St. George, - 1030 

Fort St. George to Poonah, - 660 
Hyderabad, - - 352 

Boorhanpoor, - , 769 

Fort St. George to Bombay, - 758 ' 

BaroaGh to Cuttack, - near 1000 

the 
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t^e Nizam, the Peishwah, and the Q)mpany*s pos- 
sessions in Mysore, in the western and southern dis- 
tricts of the Dekan, and on the frontier of Berar ; and 
tp establish the governments of the Guikwar, ofPpp- 
nah, and of Hyderabad. 

By the reduction of Cuttack in Orissa, an effectual 
blow would be struck against the Rajah of Berar's re- 
sources, the only maritime territory of the Mar- 
hattas, on the eastern side of the peninsula of India, 
would l)e secured from all intercourse with the 
French, a valuable addition would be made to our 
revenue, and a strong barrier added tp the frontiejr 
^f. Bengal against predatory incursion; the inter- 
course Between Bengal and the territories of Fort 
St. George would also be protected from inter- 
Tuption. The seizure of Scindiah's ports in Guzerat 
would leave no possession on the sea coast of the 
^vestera side of the peninsula to th^ Marhattas, fex- 
cepting that occupied by our allies the Peishwab ancj 
the Guikwar, and the confined territories of Angria, 
and other piratical states, through which the commu- 
nication with Scindiah's territories is nearly impractir 
cable. 

The operations on the north west frontier of Oude^ 
jinder the immediate direction of General Lake^ em> 
i>raced a most important branch of the war ; namely, 
—First, The destruction of the power of the Frencii 
adventurers, established on the banks of the Jumnjt 
wilder Monsieur Perron. Secondly, The extension of 
the British frontier to the Jumna, with the possession 
of Agra, Delhi, and a sufficient chain of posts on the 
'Tight bank of the Jumna, for the protection of the na- 
vigation of that river. Thirdly, The protection of 
,.tbc person of tl^ emperor Shah Allum. Fourthly, 
The establishment of an efficient system of alliance 
vith the petty states, beyond the right bank of the 
J umna from Jeyaagur to the province ojf Bundel- 
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••und *. Fifthly, the annexation pf Bundelcund tO' 
the Company's dominions, by which annexation great 
additional security would be derived to the rich pro- 
vince and city of Benares, and an effectual check op- 
posed to whatever power might remain to the Rajah 
of Berar, or to any other Marhatta chief in that 
quarter. 

The result of this plan of operations on the north 
west frontier of Oude, would destroy the influence of 
the French, and of the Marhattas, in the northern 
distrists of Hindostan, and would enable the British 
government to commence the foundation of such an 
intercourse with the Seiks, and the tribes inhabiting 
the Punjab, and the banks of the river Attock, as 
might furnish suflficient means of frustrating any at- 
tempt of an invading enemy from the western side of 
the Indus. 

In addition to these advantages, it was highly im- 
portant to protect the person and nominal authority 
of the Moghul against the designs of France. The 
person and authority of that unhappy monarch were 
treated by the Marhattas and by the French with 
the most barbarous indignity and violence, and itap^- 
peared honourable to the reputation of the British 
name to afford a secure, respectable, and tranquil asy- 
lum to the fallen dignity and declining age of the 
JEmperor of Hindostan. It was also necessary to ex 
tend the protection of the British, government to his 
Majesty's heir apparent, and to any of the royal family 
who might otherwise falLinto the hands of Frenc' 
adventurers, and under the direction ofjFrenc 
agents, might become a powerful aid to the cause of 
France in India* 

By Ijhe most accurate accounts which have been 
received on the^subject of the forces of the enemy, 

♦ This province is situated to the S. W. of the Jumna rtVcr, 
about hte 24th and 25th degrees of north latitude. 
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it appears, that towards the close of the raonth of 
July, the troops opposed to Major XJeneral Welles- 
ley, under the imrtiediate command of Scindiah and 
of the Rajah of Berai* in the field, amounted to about 
38,600 cavalry, 10,500 regular infantry, 500 mktch- 
lock men, 500 rocket men, and IQO pieces of ord- 
nance. Two brigades under Monsieur Dudcr- 
naigue and Major Brownrigg, amt)unting to twelve 
battaliohs, with a large train of artillery, had been 
ordered 1;o Hindostan, and Monsieur Pol hman's bri- 
gade had been directed to return to Boorhanpoor, 
leaving with Scindiah only eight battalions,* con- 
sisting of about 4500 men ; the Rajah of Berar's 
infantry amounted to 6000 men. These forces 
were posted at Julgong, a place at the foot of the 
Adjuntec Ghaut, in. the Dekan ; in addition to the 
troops ali^eady stated, Scindiah had an advanced 
party oCa few thousand horse dispersed .through the 
Adjuntee htlls. 

The force under the immediate command of Mon- 
sieur Perron, Sciridiah*s general in the northern pro- 
vinces of Hindostan, amounted to about l6or K7,000 
regular and disciplined infantry, and a well-appointed 
and numerous train of artillery; together witl> a 
body of irregular troops, and from 15 to 20,009 
horse, which* it was also expected would be encreased 
by reinforcements of cavalry from the country of 
the Sciks, and/rom the Rajahs and petty chiefs on 
the right bank of the Jumna river, who wcre-tribu- 
tary to, or in alliance with Monsieur Perron. 

The head quarters of Monsieur- Perron's force ^ 
were established near Coel, in a commanding situa- 
tion on the frontier of our possessions, and on the 
most vulnerable point of our cKtensive empire. 

The local situation of Scindiah's territories, and 

* Four Battalions, under Monsieur Dupont, ^nd four be- 
longing to Begum Sumroo. ' 
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the nature of his military force in HIndostan, would 
always have constituted a serious danger to the 
' British interests. Part of those territories was si- 
tuated between the Jumna and the Ganges ; they 
interrupted our line of dpfence in that quarter, and 
5ome of Scindiah's principal posts were introduced 
Jnto the center of our dominions, while the pps- 
session of Agra, Delhi, and of fbe right bank of the 
Jumna, enabled that chieftain to command nearly 
the whole line of our north-western frontier. 

Formidable as the power of Scindiah might have 
proved in the eyent of any accession to his strength 
by a connection with France, or with any enemy to 
the British interest, a danger more urgent had 
grown out of the decline of Scindiah's local autho- 
rity in Hindostan, in the establishment of a regular 
corps of infantry, under the command of European 
officers, supported by funds derivable almost exclu- 
sively from the territorial possessions jof Scindiah, 
situated between the Juhina, Ganges, and the moun- 
tains of Cumaon. ' 

A considerable portion of this territory was as- 
'signed to Monsieur Perron, who had formed it into 
an independent state, of which Scindiah's regular 
infantry might justly be termed the national army. 
The inhabitants of \his territory considered Mon- 
sieur Perron as their immediate sovereign^ while the 
troops, supported by the revenues of the country, 
rcjg^rded Monsieur Perron as the immediate execu- 
tive authority, from which the army was to receive 
orders, subsistence and pay. 

Possessed of such means, Monsieur Perron dic- 
tated with the authority of a sovereign, state of su- 
perior rank, and with the vigour of efficient military 
power, to the petty states occupying the countries 
on the right bank, of the Jumna, and bythe terror of 
liis name and arms, held in abject submission the 
Kajepoot states of Jeynagur and Joudpore, together 
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With the Jauts, and th^ state of Gohud, extending 
his influence even to Buldencund, and to the coun- 
try occupied by' the Seiks. 

Under the influence of a succession of French ad- 
venturers, the British government must have been ex- 
posed to every intrigue of the French in India,, and 
even to the ambition and hostile spirit of the person 
who now rules the French nation ; nor could an in- 
strument of destruction' more skilfully adapted to 
wound the heart of the British empire in India, have 
been presented to the vindictive hand of the Chief 
Consul of France. : , 

This French 'state actually h6ld possession of the 
person and nominal authority of the Mogh'ul, pfiain- 
tained the most efficient army of regular infantry, 
and the most powerful artillery then existing in In- 
dia, (with the exception of his Majesty's and the 
Company's troops,) and exercised a considerable in- 
fluence over the neighbouring states, from the banks 
of the Indus to the confluence of the Jumna and the 
Ganges. Under any circumstances of an intiipate 
connection between Scindiah and the British Go- 
vernment, even in the event of that chieftain's acces- 
sion to the treaty of Bassein, and to the general de- 
fensive alliance with the Company, the Nizam, and 
the Peishwah, it is impossible to suppose, that this 
French state would have co-operated with cordiality 
in support of the British interests. 

In the event of an attack from France upon the 
British dominions in India, it could not be expected, 
that a French state, erected under the nominal and 
ostensible auspices of Scindiah in Hindostan, would 
have aflPbrded any substantial aid to the ally of the 
British power, in a contest against France, even if 
that ally should have been disposed to have assisted 
us in such a crisis. 

-On the other hand, no doubt Existed, that Scindiah 
would always receive the most zealous aid from the . 
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same state in any attempt which he might mak^, 
either for the reduction of the British, or for the ag- 
grandizement of the French power in India. 

The Siifcty of the British dominions In India, 
cither with reference to a contest with Scindiah, to a 
renewal of war with France, or co both these con- 
tingencies, required therefore the reduction of Mon- 
sieur Perron's power, and it became the duty of the 
British Government to be prepared to assume the 
protection of its own territories, and to remove with 
its own hand^ the proximate cause of insecurity 
an.d alarm. 

The existence bf Monsieur Perron's power was 
not, however, the cause of the present war in Iqdia ; 
although in the event of a continuance of the war 
with France, it might have proved highly dangerous 
to the British interests, and must have occasioned 
discussions ^ith Scindiah. The causes of the war 
with Scindiah were confined to the military move- 
ments, and to the hostile language and conduct of 
that chief and of his allies. The destruction of Moq- 
sieur Perron's force necessarily became a primary 
objedl of the war, commenced on distinct grounds 
of complaint against Scindiah. ' 

' The forces assembled in different quarters of In- 
dia, for the purpose of carrying into effect the Go- 
vernor General's comprehensive plan of operations 
against the confederate Marhatta chieftains, amount- 
ed to about 54,918 men, exclusive of pioneers, gun 
.la^ears, and persons attached tb the store and ord- 
nance departments. 

The army under the personal command of General 
Lak^, consisted of three regiments 6i European, and 
five regiments of native cavalry, about two hundred 
European artillery, one regiment of European, and 
eleven battalions of native infantry, amounting alto- 
gether to about 10,500 men. The disposition of 

this 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 67 ) 

tbis force towards the commencement of the month 
of August 1803, is exhibited in the order of battle 
which is annexed to these notes. It is necessary, 
however, to observe, that of this force, his Majesty's 
8th regiment of dragoons, the 6th regiment of pative 
cavalry, and the 2d brigade of native infaptry had 
not yet joined the army. The 2d brigade and 6th 
regiment of native cavalry were at Anopsheer, and 
the 8th regiment ofxiragoons had only at this period 
received its horses from the Nawaub Vizier, and wad 
not yet prepared to move from Cawnpore, 

In addition to this force, about 3500 men were 
assembled near Allahabad f5r the purpose of invad- 
ing the province of Bundelcund, and al^out 2000 
men were (Collected at Mir^iapoor to cover the pro- 
vince and city of Benares, as well as to guard the 
passes in that quarter. Measures * were^also adopted 
for the defence of the whole line of the frontier from 
Mirzapoor to Midnapoor. 

The troops under the immediate command of 
MajorGeneral Wellesley on theDekan amounted to 
1 6,823, men, exclusive of which a force was left at 
PoQna;h, consisting of a detachment of his Majesty's 
84th regiment, and 1035 Sepoys, which were deem- 
ed fully sufficient, in conjunction with such troops as 
the Peishwah himself had at Pponab, to afford com-' 
plete protection to his Highness, and to rfepell any 
attack Which might be made upon that city. 

The force a^cmbled for the invasion of the pro- 
vince of Cuttack amounted to 5^21 6 mep. ' 

It has already been stated, that the main body of 
the army pf Fort St* George had been assembled atl 

♦ It has appeared unnecessary to state m thisf place the detail 
of these measures, as it would be difficult to exhibit in a short 
compass, th«i number ai^d disposition of the troops employed on 
this service. It vrill be sufficient to observe, x!h^t every arrange* 
ment was adopted which could ensure the complete attainment 
of the important objects proposed to be derived from a compre? 
hcasive and efficient system of defence. 
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Hurryhur oh the north western frontier df Mysbrej 
under the personal command of Lieutenant General 
5tuart. A part of this army had been detached to 
Poonah under the command of Major General Wel- 
lesley in the month of March 1803. Political consi- 
derationspf importance, combined with advantages ill • 
a military point of view, had induced General Stuart^ 
at the, suggestion of Major General Wcllesley, to 
move with the remainder towards the end of the 
month of May, to Moodgul, a town situated irt the 
Doab of the Kistna and Toombudra rivers, * about 
fourteen marches from Hyderabad. This position 
was admirably well calculated to afford protection to 
the Nizam's dominions, to overawe the southern 
Marhatta Jagheerdars, and to cover the Company's 
territories by enabling General Stuart to interrupt 
with more facility, the march of any body of troops 
that might attempt to penetrate into them. The 
force* at Moodgul amounted to tbree^ companies of 
European artillery, one regiment of European and 
two' regiments of native cavalry, three corps of 
European infantry, and five battalions of Sepoys, 
with a large train of artillery, and a proportion 

* of gun. lascars and pioneers, amounting to. 7826 
fighting men. The Dcwan and minister of Mysore 
with a confiderable force, encamped on the frontier 
Qf Mysore in the rear of General Stuart, and by 
his position, afforded additional protection to that 
country. In conformity to instructions for that pur- 
pos^e from the Governor General/ Lieutenant Gcuc- 

* The Force tinder Lieutenant General Stuart at MoodgnL 
European Cavalry^ , . . 481 , 

Native ditto, - . , . 8i<> 

European Infantry* 
; Five companies of the SSd regiment, the 73d 

regiment and seven companies of the 80th 
regiment, - - - . ^ 1529 

European artillery^ - - 251 ' 

Native Infantry, - ' - 4769 

• ^^ ArttiU«7 lascars, and 620 Ivjadras Pioneers. 7826 
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ral Stuart detached on the 29th of March to Hycfcr 
rabad two battalions of Sepoys under the command 
of Major Irton, for ihe purpase of securing tranquil* 
lity in that capital, in the event of the demise of iht 
Nizam, which at that period of time,' was rendered 
extremely probable, from the declining stxite of his 
JHiirhiiess's health. 

Circumstances connected wiih the arrival of a 
French armament in India, and theprobability of a re- 
i^ewalof the war with France, rendered an alteration 
in the.strength and disposition of theforce at Mood* 
gul advisable, and induced Lieutenant General Stuart 
to return to the presidency of Fort St. George. 

The 73d regiment and a battalion of Sepoys, wer^ 
inconsequence directed, about the beginning of the 
iTiotith of August, to proceed to the Garnatic, and th^ 
Tcmdinderof the army, with the exception of two bat- 
talions of Sepoys, which at dijffercnt periods in the 
month of July ^ere detached for the purpose of joi^^ 
ing the troops under the command of Major General 
Wellesley, with consjdernble supplies of treasure, 
bullocks and grain, was left at Moodgul, under the 
orders of Major General Campbell, who was directed 
by Lieutenant General Stuart to detach the force 
under his command, for a part of it,) to join the 
troops in advance, or to Hyderabad, on receiving a 
requisition to that effect from Major General Wel- 
lesley, or from Major Kirkpatrick, the llesideht at.th(5 
court of the Nizam. 

The corps de reserve^ undet- Major General 
Campbell, consisted of one regiment of Eucoppan, 

♦ Corps de reserve at Moodgul. Europ. Nat. Tot. 

Cavalry— 25th Dragoonr,, 1st and 2d jeO .„,* g^^ p;-^ 

g^iments native cavalry - j 

Infantrjr — Five compaaies of the 3fid, and 

seven companies of the 80th 

regimentji 823 1935 2755 



With a proportion of artillery and pioneers. 



About 4032 
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^ni two 'regiments of native cavalry, b proportion of 
European artillerymen, two corps of European and 
two battalions of native infantry, with a party of pio- 
neers, amounting to about J277 cavalry, 820 Euro- 
pean, ^nd 1935 native infantry, exclusive of artillery 
and pioneers. 

In addition to the troops under the comnrand of 
Major General Wellesley, and those stationed at 
Hyderabad, Poonah, and Moodgul, there was a 
Force* in Guzerat, and in the town and dependen- 
cies of Surat, amounting to 2913 Europeans, and 
4100 natives, in all 7352 men. With a view to 
afford ample security to the valuable and important 
province bf Guzerat, and at the same time to have 
n disposable force, that it might eventually be em;- 
ployed in adiive operations against the enemy, Ma- 
jor General Wellesley (after providing garrisons for 
Surat, Brodera, Cambay, Kareah, Songhur, Pur- 
neerah, and eventually for Baroach^) divided the 
remainder of the force in Guzerat, amounting tot 

« Force ia Guzerat* 
Artillery, - European 188 — Hax^ 8S9 

Infantry — His Majesty's 61 st regtmenc 1 54 



63th . 76S 




75di • 573 




84di - 272 




86th - 815 




88th . 148 




Native Itifantry, - - - . 


4100 


2913 


4439 




7352 


t Abstract. 




Artillery, European, 

Infantry, — His Majesty's 65th regiment 


- 99 


763 


86th . 


815 


Native Infantry - - ^ 


- ^04 


* 


1677 




260* 


^ , Total 4281 
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42IB1 men, into two detachments, of which onp 
amounting to 2137* nien was stationed in front of 
Brodera, (the residence of the Giiikwar,) to the 
northward of the Nerbudda river. The other de- 
tach men if consisting of 20g4 men, was directed to 
occupy a position south oftheTaptee river, between 
Songhur and Surat ; two six-pounders were attached 
to each corps, and «ach of the detachments was or- 
dered to be completed with two twelve-pounders, 
and two five-and-half-inch howitzers. The whole 
of the force in Guzerat was, at the reommendation 
of Major General Wellesley, placed under the orders 
of O^lonel Murray of his Majefty's 84th regiment. 
From these details it appears, that the total num- 
ber of British troops including garrisons in Guzerat 
and at Sttrat, (3071 men) prepared at the commence- 
ment of the month of August, to support the afr 
rangements concluded with the Peishwah, amounted 
to54,gi8:}; men, of this number abput 10,500 men 

* Artillery - - 50 

His Majesty's S6th regiment 815 

Two battalions of Sepoys - 1 3 ^2 



2187 



+ Artillery - * - 49 

His Majesty's 65th regiment 763 

Two battalions of sepoys - 1282 

2094 

X Abstract of the forces prepared at the commencement of 
of August 1803. , 

In Hindostan, under the personal command of 

the commander in chief, General Lake, ' - 10,500 
At Allahabad, and Mirzapoor, - - 5500 

In the Dekan, under the immediate personal . / 
command of General Wellesley, ^8903 

Subsidiary force under Colonel Stevenson, 7920 

M : ■ 16,823 

At Hyderabad, - *. . - 19f)7 

AtPoonah, - - . .1598 

4032 

oodgul, - - 1900 

Fiel< - . . . 4i281 

at Surat, - - 3071 

Fori c, • - • 5216 

Total, exclusive of gun lascars, pioneers, artificers 1 •-— — 

and store lascars,) J 5^,91St 
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were assembled in tbe provmces lately cedei by the 
Nawauh Vizier to the Cotnpany, under the personal 
command of the commander in chief General Lake; 
j^boiit *5500 men were prepared to invade \be pror 
vincc of Bundelcund, and to cover the province and 
city of Benares, 521 6 men were assembled for tb^ 
invasion of the province oiF Cuttack, 42&1 meji 
were stationed as a field force in Guzerat, l6,823 
men were under the immediate command of Ma- 

. jor General Wellesley, and destined for active ope* 
rations ngiinst the confederated chieftains,' 1 997 
men were stationed at Hyderabad to ensure tbe tran? 
quillity of that city, and the regular succession to 
tbe Musnud on the contingency of the Ni^ain's 
death, 1593 remained at, Popnah for tbe protectioii 

' of that'capital, and of the person of the Peishwah.5 
1900 were on their march from Moodgul, to join 
' the troops under Major General Wellesley, and 
4032 men occupied a favbural^le position in tba 
Doab of the Kistna <ind Toombudra rivers, under' 
tbe command of M^ijor General CampbelL 

It may be proper to state, in this place, that the 
expected death of his highness .the Niz^m took 
place at Hyderabad^ on the 6tb of August 1803. 
His highncss's eldest son Mirza Secunder Jab, was 
immediately proclaimed 'successor to the Soubah- 
tfarry of the Dqkan. On the 7th of August, Mirza 
Secunder Jab took his seat on the Musnud, to 
whicb hei was conducted by the resident at Hy- 
derabad, and by Rajah Ragotim Rao, the deputy of 
hisjate Highnesses Prime Minifter, Azim-ul-Omra, 

^ and received the congratulatory presents of all the . 
principal officers of his government at Hyderabad. 

The event of the late Nizam's death did not oc- 
casion any interruption of the public tranquillity, 
and the accession of MirzaSecunderJah was gene- ^ 
rally acknowledged -^by the younger sons of his lat^ 

Highnefs^ 
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Higbne^ attdt^y all the officers and subjects or hi^ 
Highness's gpveijnmerit. 

. The preservation pf tranquillity at Hyderabad at 
that inaportant crisis, must be ascribed principally to 
the position of the British armies under the cpm- 
mand of Major General Welleslcy and Colonel Ste- 
venson, xand of the corps de reserve stationed at 
Moodgul, for the purpose of eventually proceedings 
to Hyderabad, if the situation of affairs at that, ca- 
pital should render such a movement expedient or 
necessary for the preservation of tranquillity, and for 
securing the regular order of succession on the death » 
of- the Nizam. ' 

. Ihe object of these notes will* now be directed 
to the statement of the progress, of the British arms, 
in the contest in which the British government of 
India has been unavoidably involved with the con- 
federate Marhatta chieftains. 

Major General Wellesley thought it proper, to- 
wards the close of the month of Aprilto order Co- 
lonel Stevenson to collect the subsidiary forpe^nd the 
JSizJim's troops at Gardoon, and to march to the 
northward towards Aurungabad for the protection 
pf that part of the Nizam's frontier. 

The detachment under the command of Colonel- 
Stevenson*, consisted of twp companies of E&ropean 
artillery, onercgimentof European infantry, two regi- 
ments of native cavalry, and six battalions of native 
infantry, with a fine train of artillery and a large body 
of the Nizam's cavalry and disciplined infantry. 

* Abstract of. the force under Colonel Stevensoii> from the 
return of the 25th June, 1803. 

Native cavalry - - - 900 

; European artillery - ' - 120 

Ditto infantry, (his Majesty's Scotch brigade) 778 

. -|4ative infantly - - - 61IS 



With 276 gun lascnrs, and 202 pioneers. 
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Wkh a viewto thci5ettleinentof thcPeisWah^s te^fri- 
^ tories, and to awxiit the issue c>f the negotiation with 
^ the confederate Marhatta chieftains, Major Gcne«. 
ralWelledey inarched from Pbonah, with the main 
body of the forces under his command on the 4th of 
June, and on the 14th of the same month, encamp^ 
ed at Walkce, within a short distance.of Ahmednug- 
gur, a strong fort belonging to Dowlut Rao Scindiah" 
at the distance of about eighty miles from Poonah. 
The force* under the command of Major General 
Wellesley amounted to one regiment of Euro|>ean 
and three regiments of native cavalry, two companies 
of European artillery, two regiments of European, 
and six battalions of native infantry, with a consider- 
able train of artillery, a large proportion of artillery 
lascars, and native pioneers, and a body of 2400 horse 
. furnished by the Rajah of Mysore. The army un- 
der Gederal Wellesley was also accompanied by an 
inconsiderable proportion of the contingent of troops 
(about 3000 horse) which the Peishwah is required 
to furnish by the treaty of Eassein, There is no 
reason however to ascribe this deficiency to any want 
of inclination on the part of his Highness to adhercto 
the faith of his engagements with the British govern- 
ment, , The Peishwah's contingent, and the Rajah 
of Mysore's cavalry occupied a position at Sargaree, 
about twenty miles south-east of Ahmednuggur. 

Major General Wellesley received intelligence of 
the is^ue of the British Resident's, negotiation With 

♦ Force under Major General Wellesley. 
Cavalry— His Majesty's 19th Dra-1 European. Native. TotaL' 

goons, and the 4th, 5th, and 7th > 

regts. native cavalry - - - j 384? 1347 1731 

Artillery - . . . 171 

Infantry — His Majesty's 74th and 78th 

regt. and six hattalions pf Sepoys, 1368 5631 69Q9 



X 



Total 8903 
With 357 artillery lascars, and 653 Madras pioneers ■ - ■ 

- Scindiah 
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Scindia and the Rajah of Berar on the 6th of August 
1 803, but was prevented from moving by a very heavy , 
fall of rain which lasted for three da^s, and which 
had rendered the road from Walkee to Ahmednug- 
gur totally impassable. The weather cleared up how- 
ever on the 7 th, and on the 8th of August, Major 
General Wellesley commenced his march towards 
the fortress of Ahmednuggur, the fortified town oT 
which was, on the morning of the same day, attacked 
and carried by escalade. On arriving within a short 
distance of the fortress^ three parties were immediate* 
ly formed for the purpose of assaulting the fortified 
town. The party on the left commanded by Lieu* 
tenant Colonel Harness, as brigadier of the'day, con- 
sisted of two flank companies of his Majesty's 78th 
regiment, and the advanced pscquets ; the centre at- 
tack was composed of eight companies of the 74th 
regiment with some Sepoys, under the orders of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Wallace ; and the party on the right 
was commanded by Captain Vesey, who had under 
his orHers, the two flank companies of the 74th and 
the 1st battalion of the 3d regiment native infantry. 
The attack under Captain Vesey succeeded with- 
out diflSculty, but the scaling ladders of the party 
on the left, under Lieutenant Colonel Harness, were 
placed against a part of the wall which had no ram- 
part, and the troops were fired upon from the inside 
of the town as soon as they b^d reached the top of 
the ladders, without the possibility of descending into 
the town, to charge the enemy ; Colonel Harness 
finding that he could not obtain a footing on the 
wall, drew oflT his party, and entered the tovVn at ano- 
ther point. In the mean time, the centre attack un- 
der Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, h^d moved on and 
plac^ed the ladders against a bastion which they car- 
ried with great ease. The enemy made some resis- 
tance in the streets, and a party of Arabs actually 
charged the grenadiers of the 78th ; they w^^re instant- 
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ly repulsed, and put to flight, and the town was soon 
afterwards evacuated by the enenoy, who had suffer- 
ed some loss. On the 10th of August batteries were 
opened against the fort, which surrendered on the 1 2th 
of the same month. The? oflficial details of this ope- 
ration are so complete, that it will be sufficient to, re-r 
fer to the printed copy of Major General Wellesley's 
dispatch of the 12th of August to the Governor Ge- 
neral, which is annexed to these notes. 

The possession of this fortress is of peculiar import- 
anceto the prosecution of our military operations, by 
securing the communication with Poonah, and by 
affording a depot for supplies of provisions and military 
stores. Major General Wellesley immediately aftef 
the capture of the fort, proceeded to take possession 
of all the districts dependent on Ahmednuggur, 
yielding an estimated annual revenue .of 6,34,000 
rupees. These districts were placed under the 
temporary management and authority of a British 
Officer. 

A respectable garrison was also stationed ip Ah- 
mednuggur, and every other arrangement being com* 
plet€d, Major Gen, Wellesley moved to the Godavery 
river, which he crossed with the whole of his army by 
the 24th of August. 

On the 29th of August, Major General Wellesley 
arrived at Aurungabad, Dowliit Rap Scindiah and 
the Rajah of Berar had on thie 24th of August, en- 
tered the territories of the Nizam by the Ghaut of 
Adjuntee, with'a large body of horse. They passed 
between Colonel Stevenson's corps, (which had 
moved to the eastward towards the Badowley Gh.aut) 
and Aurungabad, and reached Jalnapoor, a small 
fort, the capital of a district of the same name, about 
forty miles east from Aurungabad ; as soon as the 
enemy heard of Major General Wellesley's arrival at 
Aurungabad, they moved to the southward and cast- 
ward, with an intention, (as it was reported,) to cross 
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the Godaveryj and march upon Hyderabad. Major 
Genertil Wellesley immediately marched to the banks 
of that river, and continued to move to the eastward 
along its left bank% The river, at that period of 
time, wasfordable in every part, which is a circum- 
stance that was never before known to have happened 
at that season of the yean 

This movement checked the enemy's operations to 
the southward, and they immediately returned to 
the northward of Jalnapoor. It also afforded com- 
plete protection to two important convoys of grain 
and treasure, which had been detached by Lieutenant 
General Stuart from Moodgul, and of which, the last 
convoy, under Major Hill, joined Major General 
Wellesley 's force on the 18th of September. 

Colonel Stevenson returned from thp eastward on 
the 1st of September, and on the 2d, attacked and 
carried the fort of Jalnapoor. While General Wel- 
lesley was engaged in covering the advance of his 
convoys, and in preventing the enemy from crossing 
the Godavery river, Colonel Stevenson made several 
attempts to bring the confederates to action. He 
was successfuHn the night of the Qth of September in 
surprizing their camp, but the nature of the attack 
makes it itnpossible to know the exact amount of 
the loss which the enemy sustained on that oc- 
casion. 

During their incursion towards the Godavery river, 
the enemy's irregular horse occasioned little injury to , 
the Nizam's territories, and in many places th^ 
were defeated by the common Peons * ftationed 
in the different villages which they attacked. — 
Finding that this mode warfare, was not attended with 
success, the confederate chieftains determined to 
change their plan of operations, and moved to the 
northward, near the Adjuntee pass, where they were 

* Peonsy irregular infantry of the worst kindy generally em« 
ployed in the collection of the revenue, 
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joined by a detachment of regular infantry (under 
the command of Monsieur Polhnwn, and Monsieur 
Dupont,) consisting of sixteen battalions *, with a 
large and well equipped train of artillery. The 
whole of the enemy's army was collected about 
JBokerdun, and between that place and Jaffierabad. ' 

On the 21st of September, the two corps under the 
command of Major General Wellesley, and Colonel 
Stevenson, met at Budnapoor ; and it was deter- 
mined that the two divisions should move separately 
towards the enemy, and attack them on the morning 
of the 24th. The dispoiition which the confederates 
had hitherto manifested to avoid an action, and tho 
necessity of making a vigorous effort against their 
main force, afforded no other means of effecting these 
important objects, than the plan adopted on this oc- 
casion by Major General Wellesley. With this 
view, the other two divisions marched on the 12d, 
Colonel Stevenson by the western route, and Mi^r 
General Wellesley by the eastern route round the 
bills between Budnapoor and Jalna. 

The division under Major Gen. Wellesley marched 
to Paugy on the 22d September, and on the 23d ta 
Naulnair, at which place intelligence was received 
that the combined armies of Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Berar, were encamped at the dbtaoce of about ax 
miles frQm the ground on which Grcneral Wellcdqf 
bad intended to encamp. 

General Wellesley immediately determined to at- 

• Monsieur Pohlman's brigade 6000") Ordered l»ck towards the 
Monsieur Dupont's - 2400/ f°^°^ -^"?S*^ ^^"^ ^'■* 

hadalready paMedtheTtp* 
tec on their way to that 
place, when the whole bri- 
gade receWed order* to re- 
turn and join Sclndiali's 
camp* 

4 BattalionsWoagiagtoBfgviin 
Sumroo - - - 2000 



Total infantry, exclusive of ar- 
'^Uerpnen, and of the Ra- .. . 
jah of Berar*8 infantry - 10,400 
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tack the enemy, instead of waiting mitil tfee moriv 
ing of the 24th> for the arrival of Colonel Stevenson^ 
If General Wdlesley had not adopted this judicious 
and spirited^ resolution^ the enemy would probably 
have harassed him daring the whole day of the 23d, 
and as be could afford no other security to the bag^ 
gage of his army; than the entrenchments which he 
might be enabkd to construct, it must have been ex- 
posed to loss, if he had waited until the 24th ; at all 
events he would have been obliged to leave more than 
one battalion for the protection of the baggage. By afc» 
tacking on the 23d, the enemy would be kept in Ig- 
norance respecting the position of the baggage of our 
drmy : and in addition to these circumstances, there 
was every reason to believe that the fenemy would 
learn that Colonel Stevenson was on his march to at* 
tack them on the 24th, in which case, it was ex- 
tremely probable that they would withdraw th^ir guns 
and infantry in the course of the night of the 23d, 
m order that they might avoid the combined attack of 
the British armies on the 24th. The immediate at* 
tack of the enemy therefore was a measure of pru* 
dence as well as of courage. 

Having .provided for the security of his baggage 
and stores, which were left at Naulnair, under the 
protection of a battalion of Sepoys and four hundred 
men, taken from the native corps. General Wellesley 
moved on towards the army of the confederates, 
which he found encamped between and along the 
course of two rivers, the Kaitna and the Juab, to- 
wards their junction. Their line extended east and 
west along the north bank of the Kaitna river, the 
banks of which are high and rocky, and are im- 
passable for the guns, excepting at places close to the 
Tillages. 

The right of the enemy, which consisted entirely 
of cavalry was posted in the vicinity of Bokerdun, and 
extended to their line of infantry, wliich was en- 
camped 
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camped in the neighbourhood of the fortified vilfage 
of Assye. The British army had marched fourteert 
miles to Naulnair, arid the distance from that place 
to the enemy's camp being six miles, it was one 
o'clock, in the afternoon before the British troops 
came in sight of the combined army of the con- 
'federates. 

, Although Major General Wellesley arrived in front 
of the right of the enemy, he determined to attack 
their left, where the guns and infantry were posted ; 
and. accordingly marched round to their left flank, 
covering the march of the column of British infantry, 
by the British cavalry in the rear, and by the Mar- 
hatta (the Peishwah's) and Ivlysore cavalry on the 
right flank. 

The British troops passed the river Kaitna at a ford 
beyond the enemy's left flank, near the village of Pe- 
pulgaon. Major General Wellesley formed the in. 
fantry in two lines with the British cavalry as a re- 
serve in a third, in an open spacfc between the 
Kaitna and the Juah rivers which run nearly paral- 
lel. The Peishwah's and the Mysore cavalry,* oc- 
cupied the ground beyond, or to the southward of 
the Kaitna river on the left flank of the British 
troops, and kept in check a large body of the ene-^ 
my's cavalry, which had followed General Wellesley 's 
route from the right of their own position. The 
first line of Major General Wellesley 's infantry con- 
sisted of the advanced picquets to the right, two bat- 
talions of Sepoys, and his Majesty's 78th regiment; 

* This corps has performed all the duties of light troops 
with General Wellesley's army since its march from Mysore ia 
March 1803, (during which time they were frequently engaged 
with the enemy,) with a degree of alacrity and zeal, wRicn has 
seldom been displayed by troops of this description. To t^e 
credit of the government of Mysore, this bo^y of cavalry is as 
regularly paid as the , British troops. The Peishwah's troops 
have also conducted themselves in a manner to merit approba- 
tion. ^ 
» the 
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the second, of his Majesty's 74th regiment and two 
battalions of Sepoys; and the third, of his Majesty's 
19th dragoons with three regiments of native ca- 
valry. 

The number of British troops engaged, appears to 
have amounted to about 1200 cavalry, European and 
native, i300 European infantry and artillery, and 
2000 sepoys, in all about 4500 men. The force of 
the enemy consisted of sixteen regular battalions of 
infantry * (amounting to-10,50d men) commanded 
by European officers, a well equipped train of artil- 
lery exceeding in number one hundred guns, and 
some • very large bodies of horse, consisting it is 
stated, (and as it would appear from a reference to 
s the statement of the forces of the confederates as 
they stood at the commencement of the month of 
August,) of between 30 and 40,000 men. 

The enemy commenced a cannonade (but with 
Jittle effect) as the British troops advanced to the 
Kaitna river, and having discovered General Wel»* 
lesley's intention to attack their left, changed the po- 
sition of their infantry and guns, which no longer 
(as at first) was along the north bank of the Kaitna 
river, but extended from that river, across to the vil- 
large of Assye upon the Juah river which was upon 
the right of the British army. A second line was 
formed nearly at right-angles to the rear of the ene- 
my's first line, with its left towards the village of 
Assye, and its rear to the Juah river, along the bank 
of which it extended^ in a westerly direction from the 
village of Assye. General Wellesley imixiediately 
attacked the enemy, and the British troops advanced 
under a very severe fire from the enemy's cannon, 
"the execution of which was terrible. The British 
artillery had opened upon the enemy at the distance 

' i ' ■ 

♦ The Rajah of Eerar's infantry, and Sclndiah's irregular in- 
fantry are not included in this number, 
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of four hundred yards, but General Welleslcy find- 
ing that it produced little effect on the enemy's power- 
ful and extensive line of infantry and guns, and that 
his guns could not advance on account of the num- 
ber of men and bullocks which had been disabled^ 
Ordered his artillery to be left behind, and the whole 
line to move on ; at the same time Major General 
Wellesley directed Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell, 
with the British cavalry, to take care of the right of 
tl^e infantry as the line advanced towards the enemy, 
Vrho were soon compelled (notwithstanding their tre- 
mendous cannonade), to fall back upon the second 
line in front of the Juah river. The picquets of the 
infantry and the 74th raiment, which were on the 
right of General Wellesley 's first and second lines, 
suffered particularly, from the fire of the guns^ on 
the left of the enemy's position near Assye. The 
74th regiment was so thinned by the enemy's can- 
nonade, that a body of the enemy's cavalry, was en* 
couraged to charge it, at the moiTient when the regi- 
ment was most exposed to this fire, but the enemy 
were charged in turn by the British cavatry, who had 
been directed to protect the right of General Welles- 
ley's line, and who drove the ;encmy With great 
slaughter into the Juah river. At length, the ene- 
my's line, overawed by the steady advance of the 
British troops, gave way in every direction, and the 
British cavahy, who had crossed to the northward of 
the Juah river, cut in among their broken infantry, 
and charged the fugitives along the bank of the 
river with the greatest effect. General Wellesley 's 
force was not equal in numbers to the duty of secur- 
ing all his advantages iti the beat of the action, and 
many of the enemy's guns, which had been left in 
his rear, were turned again upon the. British troops 
by individuals, who having thrown themselves upon 
the ground near the enemy's guns, had been passed 
by the British line under the supposition that they 

were 
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xvcre dead, and who availed themselves of this arti- 
fice (which is often practised by the- troops compos* 
ing the armies of native powers in India), to con* 
tinue for some time a very heavy fire. 

Some of the enemy's corps, however, went off in 
good order, and "Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell was 
killed in charging with the British cavalry, (who had 
recrossed the Juah river), a body of intimtry which 
had retired, and was again formed. Some time 
eJapsed before the fire which the enemy kept' up 
from the guns which they had manned in the rear of 
the British line, CQuld be stO|3ped, and General Wel- 
lesley was himself obliged to tajce the 78th regiment, 
and tho 7th regiment native cavalry to effect this 
object. In the course ofethis operation the General's 
horse Was shot under him. The enemy's cavalry 
also, which had been hovering round the ^ritisfi 
troops throughout the action, still continued ^ear 
General Wellesley's line. In a short time, however^ 
the body of the enemy's infantry which had formed 
again, and had been charged by the British cavalry, 
gave way ; and General Wcllesley, having compelled 
the parties of the enemy in the rear of the line, to 
abandon the guns which they had seized and turned 
against the British troops^ the victory was decided, 
arid the enemy retreated, leaving twelve hundred 
Jnen dead on the field of battle, the whole country 
covered with their wounded, and in the posession of 
the British troops, ninety-eight pieces of cannon, 
seven standards, their camp' equipage, a great num-^ 
her of bullocks and camels, and a large quantity of' 
military stores and ammunition. 

Daring this severe and brilliant action, the con*, 
diict of Major General Wcllesley united a degree of 
ability, prudence, and of dauntless spirit, seldom 
equalled and never surpassed. It is impossible to 
bestow any commendatron superior to the skill, mag^ 
naniinity, promptitude and judgment displayed by 
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Major General Wellcslcy^on this memorable. OGca- 
'sion, nor can any instance be aclclncccl from tlic an- 
nals of our military glory, of more cxcm;)lary order, 
firmncsi^, tlisciplinc, and alacrity^ than was manifested 
by the linlisl) troops in every stage of ihe arduous 
contest which preceded the splendid victory ofjAssye., 
^'he whole line, led by General Wellcbley in persoi;, 
advanced to the charge wi^h the greatest bravery 
and steadiness, without its guns, against a most Re- 
vere aful destructive fire of lound and grape, until 
\cithin a very short distance of the enemy ; whom 
the British troops compelled, (notwitlK^^t^inding their 
superior numbers;) at the point of the bayonet, to 
abandon their guns, and to relinquish the field of 
battle, which Scindiah's infar^ry had maintained with 
n>uch obstinacy for more than three hours. Several 
officers in General Wcllesley's army who have served 
during the late campaigns on the Continent of Eu- 
rope, have declared, that it is no disparagem.ent to 
the French artillery to say, that cannon were never 
better served than by the enemy at Assye on the 23d 
c£ September; but notwithstanding this circum- 
stance, and the appearance of large bodies of the 
enemy^s cavalry, who several times manifested a dis- 
position to charge General Wellesley's line, the Bri- 
tish troops, animated by the. gallant spirit of their 
General, and emulating the noble example of his zeal 
and courage, exhibited a degree of resolution, firm- 
ness, and discipline, w^hich completely overawed the 
enemy's cavalry and infantry, and forced them both 
to retire with the loss of 1200 men killed in the 
field of battle, besides a vast nurnber of wounded 
scattered oyer the country in the vicinity of the field 
of battle. It is reported that Scindiah's principal 
minister received a wound in the action, of which he 
afterwards died, and an European officer (apparently 
of rank) was also cut' down, and afterwards found 
dead on the field of battle. , 

The 
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The loss siistnined by the British troops in this glo- 
rious a'nd derisive action was very severe, and (as i 
well as the iiunihcr and de^eription of the orchiancc 
taken from the enemy) is exhibited in iVIajor Ge- 
n-erai VVellcsle)*s official dispiitch, which (lo^i^ethcr 
v.'ith the general orders issued by the Governor Gc- 
neralin council, on this uRMiiorabie occasion) forms 
,a number in ihe appendix to these notes. 

Coionel Stevenson, wiih the nor[)S under his com- 
mand, joined Major General Wellesley on the even- 
ing of the 24th, and was immediately detached in 
pursuit of the enemy. Colonel Stevenson had ex- 
perienced several impediments which prevented hii? 
joining Major General Wellesley so soon as was ex- 
pected ; but no blame can be imputed to that gallant 
officer, whose conduct has always been distinguished ' 
by the greatest zeal, activity, and public spirit. 

On the 8th of October, Major General Wellesley . 
neeeived a letter from the camp of Scindiah, signed 
Ballajee Khoonjur*, one of Scindiah's ministers, re- 
questing that MajorGeneral Wellesley would'dispatch 
a British officer, together with an officer of theSoubah 
of the Dek'.'.m, to the enemy's camp, for the purpose " 
of negotiating terms of peace between the allies and 
the confcdcr.1te Marhatta cliieftains. Major Ge- 
neral Wellesley refused to c6mplv with the request 
of Ballajee Khoonjur: First, Because in the applica- 
tion of Ballajee Khoonjur, no reference was made to 
tbe authority either of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or the 
Kaja?h of Berar, and consequently, that it was not ' 
•certain that thp application proceeded (rom either of 
those chieftains, cither or both of whom might here- 
alter disavow the act of Ballajee Khoonjur; and se- 

* Ballajee Khoonjur was originally dispatched by his High- 
ness the Peibhwah from Basse i-n to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for the 
purpose of explaining to that chieftain the nature of the engage- 
ments concluded by the Peishwah and the British government, 
but with the accustomed versatility and ti^achery of a Marhatta 
politician, Ballajee Khoonjur has subsequently attached himself 
to the service of Scindiahk v > 

L 2 condly, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 76 ) 

^ cotldly, because the presence of a- British officer in 
,tbe enemy's camp at thaf moment would have 
tended to raise the spirits of the enemy's troops, and 
to prevent their dispersion, and would have been re- 
presented by the cnefmy as an attempt on the part of 
the British government to sue for peace; but signi- 
fied at the same time, his disposition to receive at 
the British camp, >vith every mark of honour and ' 
respect, any person, duly empowered by the direct 
authority of Dowlut Rao Scindiab, or of the Rajah . 
of Berar, to propose t^rms of peace to the allied 
powers. 

The confederates having collected the remains of 
their broken army, and moved to the westward 
along the bank of the Taptee, probably with a view 
to proceed to the southward, by the ro^d which 
leads by the Caserbary Ghaut and Ahmednuggur, to 
Poonah, General Wellesley determined not to de- 
scend the Adjuntee Ghaut with the division under 
his immediate command, but to remain to the south- 
ward, and to regulate his movements by those of 
the enemy. Colonel Stevenson, however, was di- 
rected to continue his route to Boorhanpoor*, and 
there can be little doijbt but that the fall of thiit city, 
and of the strong and important hill fort of Asscerg- 
. bur (which has been denominated the key of the 
Dekan,) will soon add another triumph to the British 
arms on the western side of India. 

While Major General Wellesley was employed in 
watching the movements and checking the inroads of 

' * Authentic advices have since been received from tlie Resi- 
dent at Hyderabad, under date the 6th of November, announc- 
ing th6 surrender of this city to the forces under the com,mand 
of Colonel Stevenson on the 16th of October ; and the capitula- 
tion of the fort of Asseerghur, situated about twenty miles north 
east of Boorhanpoor, to Colonel Stevenson on the 2Ist of the 
same month. The garrison of Asseerghur, are prisoners of war, 
A Vaqueel of high rank from Dowlut Jlao Scindiah has also 
arrived in the camp of Major General Wellesley for tlie pur- 
pose of negotiating a peace. — Vide the official gazettes, in ap- 
pendix D. 
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the armies of Dovvlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah 
of Berar, these chieftains received the most se,vere 
blows from the Successes of the other divisions 
of the British armies, emj)loyed in the operations 
against the provinces of Guzerat, on the western, 
and of Cuttack on the eastern side of India. 

In confoVmity to the plan of. operations suggested 
to the government of Bombay by Major General 
Wellesley, under the orders of the Governor General, 
Lieutenant Colonel Woodington, of the Bombay 
establishinent, with a respectable detachment com- 
posed of his Majesty's 86th regiment, and a propor- 
tion of European artillery, and native infantry, 
marched from Barodu on the 2 1st of August, and 
encamped within tvvo milcs_of the fort of Barpach 
on the 23d. On the 24th, Lieutenant Colonel 
.Woodington moved on to Bargood, and found the 
enemy in front of the pettah ready to receive him, 
Theencmy was soon compelled to retreat intothe fort, 
nnd on the following morning Lieutenant Colonel 
Wpodington attacked and took possession of the 
pettah, on the western fticc of the fort of Baroach. 

The fort of Baroach was stormed and carried pn 
the 2C)th of August, the day on which General Lake, 
en the north-west frontier of Oude, (a direct distance 
of about six hundred miles,) attacked and compelled 
^Monsieur Perron's forces to quit the field of battle 
near CoeK 

The breach \yas reported to be practicable at one 
A*'M. on the 2Qth, but Lieutanant Colonel Wood- 
ington was induced to delay the assault- until three 
o'clock P. M, not only that he might profit by the 
assistance of the Fury gun-ve:=iscl and an armed bo;it, 
which it was expected would arrive in time to take . 
their stations opposite to the fort, but that it. ap- 
peared to Colonel Woodington, that the proposed 
time for the assault was a likely hour to find the . 
enemy off their guard. The vfcssel and the armed 
boat, however, did not arrive in time to afford any 
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assistance. The storming party, consisting of 100 
Europeans and 200 natives, wa^ led by Captain 
Richardson of' his Majesty's 86th regiment, sup- 
ported by a second party, amounting to one hun- 
dred and fifty Europeans, and two hundred and fifty 
natives under the command of Major'Cuylcr of the 
same regiment,. The reser^'c under Captain Bethune 
'of the Bombay establishment, was composed 6f one 
hundred Europeans and one hundred Sepoys. 

The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the 
attack of the troops, but were soon compelled to 
retreat, and to abandon the fort, which was com- 
pletely carried with little loss on the part of the 
British troops. After Captain Richardson had ob- 
tained possession of the first gateway, Major Cuyler 
with the supporting party, pushed on so rapidly that 
he overtook a party 'of Arabs before they could eftect 
their escape out of the fort, and killed about two 
hundred in the attack. The enemy also lost several 
horses during the attack on this party of Arabs, 
which was composed of cavalry and infontry. The 
casualties on the part of the British troops during the 
siege of Baroach were not severe, and are detailed in 
the official gazette of the 3d of October, which is 
annexed to these notes. Together with the fort of 
Baroach, the Honourable Company obtained posses- 
sion of the district of that name, which yields an 
estimated annual revenue of eleven lac^^ of rupees. 

After the capture of Baroach, Lieutenant Colonel 
Woodington proceeded to reduce the district of 
Champaneer, which was the only territory remaiqing 
to Scindiah in the province of Guzerat ; and after- 
wards attacked the fort of Powanghur, a strongly for- 
tified hill, with the town of Champaneer attached, 
situated about twenty-five miles east of Brodera, on 
the western confines of the province of Malwa. TIjc 
tt)vvn or pettah of Champaneer was attacked and 
carried by assault with little loss oii the pait of the 
Britiirh troops^ and the fort was summoned to sur- 
render. 
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render. The Killahdar having refused to comply 
with the summons, pi^eparations were* immediately 
made for the attack of the fort, which was to have 
been stormed ^n the 17th of September, when the 
fort capitulated and was immediately occupied by ths 
British troops. The operations of the army of Bom- 
bay in Guzerat, were all planned and executed with 
the greatest judgment, spirit, and courage. 

It has already beeri stated, that a principal object 
of the Governor General's attention was directed to 
the formation of an arrangement for the occupation 
of the province of Cuttack, For this purpose, a 
part of the northern division of the army under 
the presidency of Fort St. George, commanded by 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell of his Majesty's 74th 
regiment, was ordered to be holden in readiness to 
proceed on that expedition from Ganjam ; and a de- 
tachment, consisting of two companies of- his Ma- 
, jesty.'s 2'2d regiment, and a part of the 20th Bengal 
regiment, was dispatched from Fort William to rein- 
force the troops under Lieutenant Colonel Campbell's 
command. Ihe whole of that force consisted of five 
hundred and seventy-three Europeans of his Majes- 
ty's and the honourable Company'^ troopfe, 2408 
sepoys, and a party of native cavalry consisting of 
sixty men. 

The Governor General had also directed a detach- 
ment consisting of live hundred Bengal native volun- 
teers to proceed by sea, under the command of Cap- 
tain Dick, for the purpose of occupying the post of 
Balasore. Previously however tcT the departure of 
tliis detachment from Fort William, intelligence was 
received, which induced the Governor General tQ 
consider It possible that the Marhatta forces in Berar 
had been reinforced^ and that.a vigorous opposition 
might be expected at the fort of Cuttack, as well as, 
during the advance of the British troops from. 
Ganjam. 

This 
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This circumstance determined the Governor Ge- 
neral to Send Captain Dick's detachment, with some 
additional battering guns, direct to Ganjam, for the 
purpose of reinforcing the main body of the BritisI^ 
troops^advancingfrom that quarter; and the detach- 
ment accordingly embarked* from Fort William on 
the 30th of August. 

In consequence of a severe illness, Licutenent Co- 
lonel Campbell was rendered unable to proceed with 
the detachment from Ganjam. The Governor Ge- 
neral tlierefdre, at the express solicitation of Lieute- 
nant Colonel Campbell, then confined to his bed by 
rl violent fever, dispatched on the 28th of August, 
his military secretary Lieutenant Colonel HarcoUrt, of 
- hi'^ Majesty's 12th regiment of foot, to Ganjam, for 
the purpose of taking the command of the troops as- 
sembled at that station. The Governor General also 
directed a second detiichment of 500 native volun- 
teers, a proportion of artillery men, four field pi6ceSy 
and a proportion of stores to embark under the com- 
mand of Captain Morgan of the Bengal establishment, ~ 
on the 13th of September from Fort William, and to 
occupy Balasdre. Another detachment was at the 
sarr\e time formed at Jelasore, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson of the establishment 
of Bengal, consisting of 770 sepoys and 84 men of 
the Governor General's body guard, with two gal- 
loper guns, for the purpose of advancing into the pro- 
vince of Cuttack, and forming a junction with the . 
detachment at Balasqre, when the state of the inter* 
mediate country, rmd the progress of the main divi- 
sion under Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, should fa- 
vour that mov^menti This detachment was sup- 

♦ battering guns, &c. with Captain Dick. 

Four eighteen-pounder irqn guns — four twelve ditto-^two 
£♦3 and half inch howitzers, with a due proportion of shells — 
4000 eighteen-pounder shot-*4O00 twelve-pounder ditto, with 
a quantity of stores, materiils, entrenching tools, &c. &c. 
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ported by a force of eight hundred sepoys and 
some artillery, slssemMed at Midnapore, which 
was afterwards reinforced by about five hundred 
native volunteers, who left Fort William for that 
purpose towards the end of the month of Sep- 
tember. 

The total number of troops assembled for the in. 
vasion of the province of Cuttack, therefore, amount- 
ed to 4gi6 men*; of this number 3041 formed 
the main defeichment which _ was ordered to ad- 
vance fi^onl Ganjam under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Harcourt, who was appointed to 
the general command of all the forces employed 
on this service ; five hundred men were on their way 
und^ Captain Dick to reinforce Lieutenant Colonel 
rHarcourt ; five hundrefl and twenty-one (including 
twenty-one artillerymen) under the command of 
Captain Morgan,' were destined to occupy Balasore ; 
854 were stationed at Jelasore ready to advance, 
whenever that movement might be deemed advisable; 
and 1300 remained at Midnapore, to support the 
troops at Balasore and Jelasore, and to afiTord at the 
same time protection to the frontier of the Company's 



♦ Abstract of the force assembled for the 


invasion of the pro- 


vmce of Cuttuck. under th^ command of liieutenant Colonel 


Harcourt: — 




European infantry, 


575 


Native infantry, 


2408 


Native cavalry - .. 


60 


.— i 


3041 


With Captain Dick, 


500 


With Captain Morgan, ^ 


521 


With Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson. 




Sepoys, 


» 770 


Cavalry, * 


84 






Total actually assembled, 


4916 


At Midnapore, 


1300 



Total that might eventually have been employed 5216 

M territo. 
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territories^ against the incursions of any of the Ra*. 
jah of Berar*8 predatory horse. 

On the 8th of September, the troojjs under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, com- 
menced their march from Ganjam. On the 11th of 
September, Lieutenant Colo^>el Harcourt arrived at 
Ganjam, and took the command of the troops. Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Campbell \\(ith the ^eal and spirit 
which he has manifested on so many occasions, had 
endeavoured, notwithstanding his illness, to proceed 
with the troops from Ganjam, but had been carried 
back after one day's march, in a state which menaced 
his life for several weeks, and rendered bira utterly 
unable to move with the expedition, 

On the 14th of September the British troops, con* 
ducted by Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, took pos-^ 
session of Manickpatam without any resistance on 
the part of the Marhattas, who fled on the approach 
of Colonel Harcourt's force. 

From that station. Lieutenant Colonel Htarcourt 
dispatched a letter to the principal Bramins of the 
pagoda of Jaggernaut, encouraging them to place the 
pagoda under the protection of the British troops. 

On the 16th a favourable answer was received fronri 
the Bramins, and a deputation was sent to the British 
camp to claim the protection which had been offered 
by Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt; and on the 18th, 
the British troops encamped at Jaggernaut, which 
was immediately evacuated by the Marhatta forces. 

The inundated state of the country prevented the 
march of the British troops from Jaggernaut until 
the 24th of September. During the march from 
Jaggernaut to Cuttack, the advanced corps of Colo- 
nel Harcoujt's division were frequently engaged with 
parties of the enemy's troops who were always repuls- 
ed with loss. Owing however to a very heavy fall of 
rain (which had rendered the roads impassable,) and 
the consequent rise of the rivers which intervene bcr 
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tween Jaggemaut, and the town of Cuttack, Lieute* 
nant G)lonel Harcourt's progress was much retarded, 
and the British troops did not reach Cuttack until 
the 10th of October, when the town was immedi- 
ately taken possession of, without opposition on the 
part of the enemy. 

The detachment under the command of Captain 
Morgan, landed at Balasore on the 21st September, 
and succeeded in the occupying that station, after 
some resistance on the part of the enemy; on the 1st 
Octobei", Captain Morgan detached two companies 
of Sepoys towards Soorong, a post twenty miles south 
of Balasore, which was then occupied by the enemy. 
This detachment routed a party posted at a village a 
short distance on the north side of IJdorong, and be- ^ 
ing afterwards reinforced by another company, took 
possession of Soorong on the 3d of October, without 
further resistance. 

Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, with the detach- 
ment under his command, moved from Jelasore on 
the 23d September, and on the 4th of October arriv- 
ed at Balasore, without any opposition; on the 10th 
of that month. Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson march- 
ed from Balasore with a force* consisting of about 
8l6 men, in consequence of orders from the Gover- 
nor General, directing that officer to proceed to the 
southward, for the purpose of forming a junction 
with the troops under the command of Lieutenant 
Colonel Harcourt at Cuttack. During the whole of 
these transactions, the inhabitants of the province of 

• Detachment under Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, which 
marched from Balasore on the 10th of Odkober. 

European artillery, - - - - . 20 

Native cavalry from the Governor Generals body g\iard, 76 
2d Battalion 7th native infantry,^ "- - 57S 

5th Native infantry, a detachment, - - 1*7 

Total 816 
With two field pieces, two galloper guns, and fifty gun lascars. 
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Cuttack afForded every assistance to the British 
li;oops on their march, and expressed the utmost 
satisfaction at the prospect of being soon placed un- 
der the protection of the British government 

Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt had been actively 
employed, in preparations for the scige of the fort of 
Barabutty at Cuttack. This fort is of strength, and 
has only one entrance by a narrow bridge, leading 
over a wet ditch^ twenty feet in depth, and varying 
in breadth according to the situation of the bastions, 
from thirty-five to one hundred and thirty-five feet. 
On the night of the 12tb of October, a spot was 
marked out for a battery to receive a twelve pounder, 
distant about five hundred yards from the outer gate 
of the fort. This battery was completed on the 
night of the 13tb, and the twelve-poander placed in 
it, together with two howitzers and two six-pounders, 
the whole of which opened their fire on the morning 
of the 14th. By eleven o'clock in the forenoon of 
that day, moft of the defences in the south face of the 
fort, (against which the fire was directed) were 
taken ofF, and the enemy's guns silenced; every 
thing seemed to promise success to an asault, arid 
IJeutenant Colonel Harcourt accordingly ordered 
Lieutenant Colonel Clayton to storm the fort and to 
advance with one six-pounder, a party of artillery- 
men, two hundred Europeans from his Majesty's 22d, 
and the Madras European regiments, and four hun- 
dred Sepoys from the 20th Bengal, and the Qth and 
ipth regiments of Madras native infantry. The 
storming party in passing the bridge were exposed to 
a heaVy, but ill directed tire of musquetry from the 
fort, and forty minutes elapsed before they succeed- 
' ed in< blowing open the wicket (the remaining part of 
' the gate having been strengthened with thick masses 
of stone); having accomplished this object, the 
storming party passed through the wicket- singly, and 
although, they experienced considerable resistance in 
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CBtering the fort and forcing two bthcr gates/ the 
firitish troops were completely victorious, and ob- 
tained possession of the fort, which was immediately 
abandoned by the enemy, whose loss was consider- 
able. Ip the course of the assault^ the storming 
party took four standards of colours, and manifested 
the same bravery and steadiness which has distin- 
guished the conduct of the British armies in every 
quarter of India, during the progress of the present 
campaign against Dowlut Kao Scindiah and the Ra- 
jah of Berar. By the success of the Britifh arms in 
the province of Cuttack, the whole of that valuable 
province (which exclusive of many other important 
advantages, is indispensibly necessary to secure a free 
and uninterrupted communication between the su- 
preme government of India, and the subordinate 
presidencies of fort St George and Bombay) has beea 
annexed to the dominions of the honourable Com- 
pany. In consequence of the interruption of the 
communication between Ganjam and Fort William 
through Cuttack, in the course of the present cam- 
paign, after the commencement of the north east 
monsoon, all correspondence between the Governor 
General, the governments of Fort St. George* and, 
Bombay, the honourable Major General Wellesley, 
and the Residents at Poonah and Hyderabad was 
absolutely suspended, and the Governor General, for 
several days, was entirely ignorant of the progress of 
events in those parts of India, during a crisis of affairs, 
which, connected with the renewal of war with 
France, and the probability of hostilities with Hol- 
land, may be considered to be the most important 
which has ever occurred in India. 

The regular order of events has been interrupted 
for the purpose of bringing into one point of view, all 
the transactions connected with the mil^itary opera- 
tions against the main armies in the Dekan, under 
the personal command of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and 
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of the Rajaij of 6erar; and with the destruction of 
their resourcj^s and power in the Dekan, and in the 
provinces of Guzerat on the western, and of Oriss^ 
'on the eastern »ide of India* It will now be proper 
to revert to the transactions which have occurred on 
- the north west frontier of Oude, and to exhibit the 
result of the operations, which were entrusted to the 
personal direction and command of his Excellency 
General Lake. 

Similar reasons to those which induced the Go- 
vernor General to grant full powers to MaJQr Gene- 
ral Weliesley, and eventually to Lieutenant General 
Stuart, required, that a temporary authority ^should 
also be constituted in the vicinity of the north* west 
frontier of Oude, with full authority to conclude 
lipon the spot, whatever arrangements might become 
necessary for the purpose of accomplishing the plan 
of operations proposed by the Governor General to 
be qarried into execution against Dowlut Rao Scin* 
diah's forces in that quarter ot Hindostan. This 
power could not be exercised \Vith propriety and ad- 
vantage to the 'public service by any other person 
than the Commander in Chief; and the Governor 
General determined therefore to vest this important 
and difficult trust in the hands of General L^ke. 
Accordingly the Governor General, on the Cijth of 
July 1803, empowered the commander in chief to 
exercise the general direction and controul of all po- 
litical negotiations connected with the operations of 
his^rmy, and in a proclamation under date the 30th 
July 1803, was further pleased to order and com- 
mand all civil servants and military officers, subject 
to the authority of the presidency of Fort William, 
" to pay an immediate and prompt obedience to all 
'* si^ich requisitions or orders as they might receive 
"from the Commander in Chief," declaring at the 
same time, " that such requisitions or orders would 
•^ be considered as full arid sufficient vouchers for 
^ any 
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^^ any advance or disbUrsemen tof money, which such 
^* requisitions or orders (hoiild authorize/' 

With a view to occupy a position favourable to 
the early commencement of rpUitary operations, ia 
the event of hostilities with Scindiah, the commander 
in chief. General Lake, marched from Cawnpom 
on the 7th of August, and reached the vicinity o£ 
Coel on the 28th of the same month. 

On the 20th of August^ the Commander in Chief 
received a letter from Colonel Collins, dated camp 
near Julgong, on the 1st of August, in which that 
officer states his intention to repair to Aurungabad 
without delay, and adds, that he should have march- 
ed from Julgong on the morning of the 31st of July, 
had not the roads been rendered impassable by a 
very heavy and incessant fall of i-ain since the night 
of the 30th of July, The Commander in Chief also 
received on the 26th of August, a dispatch from the 
Governor General, dated on the l6th of August, 
authorising him to prosecute the most active opera- 
tions against the forces of Scindiah, Monsieur Perron,' 
and their allies, unless the commander in chief should 
have received certain intelligence of the, conclusion 
of pacific engagements between Major General Wei* 
le$ley and Scindiah, pr should have received from 
Major General Wellesley a direct expression of his 
desire that General Lake should not prosecute hosti- 
lities. 

On the receipt of Colonel Collinses letter oCthe 
1st of August, General Lake was of opinion, that' the 
refusal of the confederated chieftains to comply with 
General Wellesley's requisition, amounted to a posi- 
tive declaration of war, and conceived himself under 
these circumstances to be authorised (by the tenor 
of the Governor (Jeneral's instructions, prior to the 
dispatch of the l6th of August), to commence hosti- 
lities without waiting for further advices from the 
Pekan* The justice of prosecuting immediate hos- 
tilities 
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tilittes against Scindiah and the Rajab of Berar was 
unquestionable, and the letters of the Governor Ge- 
neral to those chieftains^ together with the declara- 
tions of Colonel Collins, had distinctly apprized Scin* 
diah and the Rajah of Berar, of the probable conse- 
quences of their further evasions of the just and 
reasonable propositions of the British Government, 
•^ that they shoul^ separate their Mrmies, and relinquish 
*^ their menacing fosition on the frontier of the NizanCs 
•^ territories.*^ 

Under »these circumstances, the Commander in 
Chief, by the direct order of the Governor General 
above stated, on the 29th of August 1803, moved 
into the Marhatta territories, with the intention of 
attacking Monsieur Perron-s force, which had been 
assembled at a short distance from the fortress of 
Ally-Ghur, The army reached this point about 
seven o'clock in the morning of the 29th. The 
enemy imniediately struck their tents, and the whole 
of their cavalry drew up on the plain close to the 
-Fortof AUy-Ghur. 

Monsieur Perron's position was strong and fa«* 
vourable for repelling the attack of the British army. 
His front was completely covered by an extensive 
swamp, which in some parts is not fordable ; the right 
flank was protected by the fort of Ally Ghur, and his 
left derived considerable strength, from the nature 
of the ground on that side, and from the position of 
some villages which were occupied by parties of his 
troops. Monsieur Perron's force was estimated to 
amount to about fifteen thousand horse, of which 
from four to five thousand were regular cavalry. 

The Commander in Chief having determined to 
turn the left flank of Monsieur Perron's force, the 
British cavalry were formed into two lines, and ad- 
vanced to the attack supported by the infantry in 
three and four lines,accordingas,tfae confined nature 
of the ground would permit. During the advance 
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of the cavalry, Jbq tencmy kept up a smart fire of 
matchlocks from a village which the cavalry had to 
passi and a large column of the enemy's cavalry, 
beaded by a regular-corps of horse, approached suffi- 
ciejitly near to enable the British cavalry to fire a few 
rounds from their galloper guns, which succeeded in; 
forcing the enemy to retire. The excellent front 
displayed by the British cavalry, and the regular and' 
determined advance of the whole army, so com- 
pletely overawed Monsieur Perron and his' troops, 
that they retired as fast as the British troops ad- 
vanced, and finally quitted the field without ventur- 
ing to risk an engagement. 

Several attempts were made to charge the enemy's 
cavalry, but the rapidity of their retreat prevented 
the possibility of effecting this desirable object, ^be 
Commander in Chief was with the British cavalry the 
whole day, and charged in person at t^ie head of the 
27 th dragoona. 

Although the early retreat of Monsieur Perron's 
force prevented the Commander in Chief from bring- 
ing him to a general engagement, the operations of 
the 2gtb August, were attended with beneficial con- 
sequences in establishing the supeHority of our arms 
over the power of the enemy : Monsieur Perron's re- 
putation received a powerful shock from the events 
of that day, and the defection of several of his con* 
federates demonstrated at once their doubt of bis 
power, and their conviction of oUr superiority. 

After the action, the Commander in Chief took 
possession of the town of Coel, and the army en- 
camped to the northward of it, between the town 
and the fort of Ally Ghur. 

This fort is of singular strength ; it is a broad * 
and deep ditch, and a fine glacis, and the country 

♦ From one hundred to two hundred feet in breadth, and 
thirty two feet in depth, of which there are alwayi^ ten feet of 
water. 
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for a mile round is levelled, and completely exposed 
ip every point to the fire of the fort. There fs only 
one entrance/which is very intricate, and over a nar- 
row causeway, under which the enenriy had com- 
menced a mine; but had omitted to construct a 
drawbridge, and thus our troops were enabled to 
pass the ditch on the causeway, and immediate/y to 
assail the body of the place. 

As soon as the army had taken up its ground near 
Coel, General Lake summoned Monsieur Pedron, 
the commander of Ally Ghur, to surrender the fort; 
but after several unsuccessful efForts to save the ef- 
fusion of blood, and to persuade the garrison to eva- 
cuate the place. General Lake found himself com- 
pelled to adopt more decisive measures, and deter- 
mined to attempt to carry the fort by assault, rather 
than by the slower operations of a regular siege. 

In conformity to this resolution, the fort was 
stormed on the morning of the 4th of September. 
The Honourable Lieutenant Colonel Monson com- 
manded the storming party, consisting of a detach- 
ment of artillery with two twelve- pounders^ four 
companies of his Majesty's 76th regiment, the ist 
battalion 4lh regiment of native infantry, four com- 
panies of the 2d battalion ] 7th regiment, reinforced 
:iiterwards by the second battalion 4th regiment na- 
tive infantry. 

Lieutenant Colonel Monson conducted the attack 
with the utmost degree of gallantry, judgment, skill, 
and fortitude.. The troops moved down to within six 
hundred yards of the sortie of the fort about three 
o'clock A.M. There wiis only one passage across 
the ditch into the fort> and this road was followed by 
Lieutenant Colonel Monson. 

After waiting until the hour fixed for the assault, 
(half past four o'clock,) the storming party moved 
on, (under cover of a heavy fire from the British bat- 
teries erected for the purpose,) and arrived within one 
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hundred yards of the fort, before they were perceiv- 
ed ; as soon however as Colonel Monson saw that he 
was discovered, he endeavoured, by pushing on with 
the two flank companies of the 76th to enter the 
fort, along with the guard stationed outside of the 
gates, behind a strong breastwork which cbvered the 
entrance. The Colonel succeeded in passing the 
breastwork, but found the first gate shut. Two lad- 
ders were immediately applied, on which Major 
Maclcod of the 76th regiment, with two granadiers 
attempted to mount, but they were forced to desist 
by a most formidable row of pikemen, who menaced 
every assailant with certain destruction. A twelve- 
pounder was then brought up, but some time elapsed 
before it could be placed opposite the gate,which was 
situated in an inconvenient direction, near the flank of 
a bastion. Four or five rounds were fired beforeany ef- 
fect was produced r)n the gate, and during this inter-r 
val which lasted about twenty minutes, the storming 
party was exposed to a most severe and raking fire of 
grape and wall pieces and match-locks. Our princi- 
pal loss was sustained at ttiis place* Colonel Mon- 
son was wounded here by a pike, discharged, it Js 
thougjit from a gun ; at this spot were also killed, 
the four grenadier officers and the Adjiijant of the 
76th regiment^ with Lieutenant Turton of the 4th 
regiment native infantry. 

As soon as the first gate was blown open, the troops 
advanced in a circular direction, (round a strong bas- 
tion of masonry, along a narrow road, and through 
two gateways, which were easily forced,^) to a fourth 
gateway lending mto the body 6t the place ; during 
which time, they wer3 much annoyed by a heavy 
cross fire in every direction. It was a wotk of great 
difficulty before the twelve pounder cowld be brought 
up, and when it arrived the gate was too strongly fas- 
tened to be forced. Major Macleod, however, push- 
od througb the wicket, and entered the fort, after 
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which very litti^ opposition ensued, and the fort was 
completely carried. The general defence of this fort 
was very vigorous and lasted for one hour ; and our 
loss was extremely severe. The French commandant 
Mr. Pedron was taken prisoner. As soon as the Bri- 
tilh troops had entered the body of the place, the gar- 
rison endeavoured to escape in every direction, many 
jumped into the ditch, others were drowned; about 
two thousand were killed, some surrendered, and were 
permitted to quit the fort by the Commander in Chief, 
who was close to the fort^ observing the result of his 
bold and well planned attack. 

A large quantity of stores and prdnance Was found 
_ in the fort, with some tumbrils of money, which the 
storming party divided on the spot. 

The fell, of the fort of Ally Ghur, was atte^nded 
with the acquisition of most of the military stores be- 
longing to the French party. This was the place of 
residence of Monsieur Perron,, and it was the grand 
depot of his military stores. 

The necessary arrangements for the security of the 
fort of Ally Ghur, and for the march of the army, 
having been completed on the 7th of September, the 
Commander in Chief moved on that day towards 
Delhi. 'A battalion of sepoys was left in Ally Ghur, 
and a drawbridge applied to the gateway ; the place 
may now be considered as impregnable to any native 
power. 

. On the 7th of September the Commander in Chief 
received a letter under date the 6th of September from 
Monsieur Perron, informing the Commander in 
Chief, that he had resigned the'service of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, and requesting permission to pass with 
his family, property, and the officers of his sqitc 
to Lucknow, through the territory of the honourable 
Company and of the Nawaub Viziqr. Monsieur Per-, 
ran also applied to the Commander in Chief for a suf- 
ficient escort to be composed either of British troops, 
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or his own ]body guard. General Lak^ immediatdjr 
complied with Monsieur Perron's request, and per- 
mitted Monsieur Perron to proceed through the 
BHtish territories, attended by a British officer who 
had been appointed to meet Monsieur Perron cm the 
frontier, and to conduct him to Lucknow. General 
Lake also permitted Monsieur Perron to be escorted 
by his own body guard, and provided for the reception 
or Monsieur Perron in the Company's territories, and 
those of the Nawaub Vizier, with every mark of re- 
spect and honour. 

On the 8th of September, the army reached Koor- 
jah, a fort of some strength, about thirty miles distant 
from Ally-Ghur, which had been evacuated by the 
garrison on receiving the intelligence of the fell of 
that fortress. It is also probable that the capture of 
Ally Gfiur was one of the causes of Mr. Perron's de- 
termination to solicit the protection of the British 
government. Mr. Porron, however, stated that hi^ 
reason for retiring, proceeded from his having receiv- 
ed intelligence, that his successor had been appoint- 
ed, and was actually on his way to take possession of 
his new charge. Mr. Perron also observed that the 
treachery and ingratitude of his European officers 
convinced him, that further resistance to the Britisu 
^ arms was useless. 

About this period, the Comnriander in Chief re- 
ceived intelligence of the surrender to the enemy of 
a detachment of five companies of sepoys with one 
gun, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Co- 
ningham at Shekoabad. This small body of troops 
was attacked on the 2d of Sieptember, by a numerous 
detachment of cavalry under the command of a 
Frenchman, named JPleury, and succeeded in com- 
pelling the enemy to retreat ; but being again attack- 
. ed oh the 4th of September by the same superior 
force, and having nearly expended it^ammunition, the 
p^rty^of B*ltish troops capitulated to the enemy, 
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On receipt of this intelligence, the Commander in 
Chief immediately detached one regiment of Euro- 
pean and two regiments of native cavalry under Co- 
lonel Macan to join Colonel Vandeleur, who was in 
the neighbourhood of Futty-Ghur,'with the 8th regi- 
ment light dragoons, and a detachment of infantry 
with a convoy for the army. The 2d brigade of in- 
fantry under Colonel Clarke was also ordered to rein- 
force Colonel Vandeleur's detachment, but before 
these two parties could arrive at the place of their 
destination, the enemy recrossed the Jumna with 
great precipitation, and afterwards dispersed. Colo- 
nel Macan's detachment reached the fortof Firozea- 
bad on the 7 th of September, which the enemy im- 
mediately abandoned, leaving behind them nine guns* 
and several of the enemy's troops, who had beeu/ 
wounded in the late affair of Shekoabad. This is 
the only predatory incursion which the enemy has 
attem/pted upon the Company € frontiers. 

The army under General Lake reached Secundra 
on the gth of September. On the morning of the 
10th, the Commander in Chief made a short nvarch 
to the west of Secundra, and on the llth, a march 
of eighteen miles beyond Soorajepoor. During the 
march, intelligence was received, that Monsieur 
Louis Bourquien had crossed the Jumna, in the night, / 
with sixteen battalions- of regular infantry, six thou- 
sand cavalry, and a considerable train of ordnance, 
for the ^)urpose of attacking the Commander in 
Chief. 

The British army reached its ground of encamp- 
ment near the Jehna Nullah (about six miles from 
Delhi) at eleven o'clock. The troops were much 
fatigue<jl with the length of the jriarcb, and the heat 
of the weather, and the tents were scarcely pitched, 
when the enemy appeared in such force in front, as 
to oblige the grand guard and advanced picquets to 
turn out. The number of the. enemy continuing to 
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cticrease, the Commander in Chief proceeded in per- 
son to reconnoitre them with the whole of the cavalry 
(three regiments), and found- the enemy drawn up 
on rising ground,, in order of battle, and in full force. 
Their position was strong, each flank being t^overed 
by a swamp, beyond which was posted the cavalry. 
Their numerous artillery covered their front, which 
was further protected by a line of intrenchments ; 
their front was the only direction in which the enemy 
could be attacked. As the British cavalry approach- 
ed, the enemy began a very heavy cannonade. 

As soon as the Commander in Chief had recon- 
noitred the enemy's position, orders were sent to 
camp for the infantry and artillery to join tht cavalry. 
The line was ordered to fall in without delay, and 
move to the front by columns of grand divisions 
from each battalion. The camp was left standing, 
the advanced picquets encreascd by a part of the 
17th regiment native infantry, were brought in for 
its protection. The whole of the British troops who 
were engaged in this memorable action, were his 
Majesty's 76th regiment, seven battalions of Se- 
, poy's, the artillery, the 27th dragoons, and two re- 
giments of native cavalry, and amounted in number 
to about four thousand five hundred men. The 
number of the enemy amounted to about thirteen 
thousand infantry, and six thousand cavalry, iu all 
nineteen thousand men. 

Notwithstanding the alacrity and expedition, with 
which the British troops got under arms, one hour 
elapsed before the infantry could join the cavalry, 
which had advanced about two miles in front, and 
was exposed to a severe and well directed cannonade 
which occasioned a considerable loss of men and 
horses. During this interval, the Commander in 
Chiefs horse was shot under him. 

Finding that it would be difficult to defeat the 
enemy in their actual position. General Lake deter-, 
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mined to make a fein*, by whicb the enemy should 
be'indoced! to quit their intreochraents, and to ad* * 
Ta«ce oia^ the plain. With this view the British ca* 
italry was ordered to retire both for the purpose of 
drawing the enemy from his strong position, and of 
covering the advance of the British infantry : This 
wtrograde movement was performed with the greatest 
order land steadiness, until the British infantry had, 
effected their junction with the cavalry, when the 
cavalry rmmediately opened from the center and al- 
lowed the infantry to pass on in front. 

As soon as the cavalry began to retire, the enemy 
/conceiving this movement to be a real retreat, im* 
mediately quitted their strong position, and advanced 
with the whole o£ their guns, shouting and exhibi- 
ting every demonstration of perfect confidence in 
superior prowess. They halted however on seeing 
the British infantry who were instantly formed into 
/ooe line, with the cavalry in a second line, about 
fcrty yards in the rear of the right wing of the in- 
fantry ; the whole of the British force then advanced 
' towards the enemy, the Commander in Chief in per- 
son leading his MajCvSty's 76th regiment. Notwith- 
standing a tremendous fire of round, grape, and 
chain shot, the troops led by General Lake advanced 
with the greatest bravery and steadiness, and without 
taking their musquets from theirshoulders, until they 
had reached within a hundred paces of the enemy, 
when the enemy commenced a heavy fire of grape 
from- all their artillery. Orders were instantly given 
to charge the enemy with bayonets ; the whole Bri- 
tish line fired a volley, and with their illustrious 
Commander in Chief at their head, rushed on with 
such impetuosity, that the enemy gave way and 
fled in every direction. As soon as the British troops 
Wtcd after their charge. General Lake, with his 
accustomed judgment, ordered the line to break in- 
to GolvJmns of compaiiies, which manoeuvre being 
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effected, the British cavalry (Eurbpean and liative) 
charged through the intervals with their galloper 
guns, and completed the victory, by pursuing tht 
enemy to the banks of the Jumna, and driving vast " 
numbers into the middle of the riven The galloper 
guns attached to the cavalry, were opened with 
considerable effect upoo the fugitive^in this situation. 

The Commander in Chief headed in person th« 
76th regiment, which exhibited, under such a glori* 
ous example, the mo^t eminent proofs Of valour and 
<li8cipline. 

While these Operations took place to the right 
under the immediate direction of the Commandet* 
in - Chief, the left wing under Major Gteneral St* 
John attacked the enemy with great vigour, and the 
success of the British arms was complete in ^very 
point. The enemy Icfl the whole of their artillery^ 
sixty-eight pieces of Ardnance, and thirty*scven 
.tumbrils laden with ammunition in our possession^, 
twenty-four tumbrils laden with ammunition wcr^ 
blown up in the field of battle, exclusive of which^ 
Tnany tumbrils and ammunition carriages wef6 left 
by the enemy in the Jumna, andjn the Jehnah Nullab. 
Two tumbrils, containing treasure, were also taken po 
the field of battle. 

The loss of the enemy was very cotisidefablc, ami 
has been estimated to have amounted to thre^ thou* 
sand men. The exertions of the British army wer^ 
proportionate to the brilliant result of this glorious 
victory, and the whole army, with the commander ia 
chief, was under arms for seventeen hours^ After th« 
a6lion, the army took up fresh ground, nearer tilt 
river. 

The battle wis fought within riew of the minarefi 
jQf Delhi^ and the whole army encamped the next day 
dose to the Jiamna river, opposite to that dty.-** 
The unfortunate emperor, Siiah Auttri^ SOTt to 
general Lake imm&ii^tdy aftte ti« Wi^^ to e&- 
O press 
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press his anxious desire to place his person and autho- 
rity under the protection of the victorious arms of the 
British government. 

On the 14th of September the army began to cross 
the Jumna, and on the same day Monsieur Bour- 
qiiien, who commanded the forces of the enemy in 
the late action of the 11th of September, together 
with four other French officers, surrendered them- 
selves as prisoners to General Lake. 

His Excellency the Commander in Chief had the 
honour to pay his first visit to his Majesty Shah Au- 
lum on the 1 6th of September, and to congratulate 
his Majesty on his emancipation from the controul of 
the French faction which had. so long oppressed and 
degraded him. 

From the Commander in Chief's dispatches, and 
such accounts as have been received from private 
sources of intelligence, it appears, that his Majesty 
was graciously pleased to direct his eldest son and 
heir apparent, the Prince Mirza Akbar Shah, to con- 
duct the Commander in Chief to his royal presence. 
The Prince was to have arrived at th^e Commander 
in Chiefs-tent at twelve o'clock, but did not reach 
the British camp until balf past three o'clock P. M. 
By the time his Royal Highness had been received, 
remounted on his elephant, and the whole cavalcade 
formed, it was half past four o'clock. The dist^ance 
being five miles, the Commander in Chief did not 
reach the palace of Delhi until sunset. The crowd 
it) the city was extraordinary, and it was with some 
difficulty th^ the cavalcade could make its way to 
the palace. The courts of the palace were full of 
people, anxious to witness the deliverance of their 
Sovereign from a state of degradation apd bondage. 
At length the Commander in Chief was ushered into ■ 
the royal presence, and found the unfortunate and 
venerable Emperor, oppressed by tlic accumulated ca- 
'amities^of^ld ag^e, degraded authority, extreme po- 
verty. 
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verty, arid loss of sight, seated under a small tat- 
tered canopy, the remnant of his royal state, with 
every external appearance of the misery of his con-^ 
dition. 

It is impossible to describe the impression which 
General Lake's conduct on this interesting occasion, 
has made on the minds of the inhabitants of Delhi, 
and of all the Mussulmans, who have had an oppor-r 
tunity of being made acquainted wvth the occurrences 
of the l6th of September, 1803. In the mataphorical* 
language of Asia, the native News-writers, who de- 
scribe this extraordinary scene, have declared that 
his Majesty Shah Aulum recovered his sight from ex- 
cess of joy. In addition to many other marks of 
royal favour and condescension, the Emperor was 
graciously pleased to confer on General Lake the se- 
cond title in the empire *. 

The result of the spirited and judicious operations 
at Coel on the'iQth of August, of the gallant assault 
of Aly-Ghur on the 4th, and of the glorious battle of 
Delhi on the 11th of September, deeply affected the 
French influence and authority, and secured to the 
British power, the possession of the Doab of the 
Ganges and Jumna. 

The French pfficers deprived of authority, and 
finding themselves the objects of just indignation 
to the country which they had governed^ were com- 
pelled to solicit the protection of the British govern- 
ment, while the conquered country, (rejoicing in 
the change of (nasters, and deeply impressed with a 
just sense of the humane conduct and Orderly^ beha- 
viour of the British troops, of the protection offered ' 
by General Lake to the persoris and property of the 

* The Persian titles conferred on General Lake, are, Sumsam 
u Thnvlah Ashgh^ah ul Mulhy Khan Dowran Kkan^ General Gerard 
.Lake Bahadur^ Futteh Jimg ; signifying in English, " The Sword 
oftheStateytheHero of the Land, the Lord of the Age, and the F'utorious 
In War* 
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iiiliabihmts, tui of the mild treatmcftl which the 
British Government extends to all its subjects, )^ 
r^arded the British troops as friends^ and deli- 
verers. 

These inipoftant victories rescued the unfortunate, 
^^mperor Shah Anlum, from the power of his oppress 
tiors. By the success of our arms, interesting pur- 
poses of humanity were accomplished ; and so far 
ais this object is regarded in a political point of view> 
h\s Majesty Shah Aulum, being placed under the 
prelection of the British government, no other power 
can now avail itself of the weight and infiueoce^ 
which'the Emperor^s name must ever possess amongst 
tte Mussulman inhabitants of Hindostan. 

The attention of the Governor Gteneral is now di^ 
fccted, to iht formation of a permanent arrangement 
for the future ipaintainance of the dignity and com-^ 
fort of bis Imperial Majesty, and of the royal family, 
do principles calculated to provide for those desirable 
cibjeots with the utmost benefit to the reputation <^ 
British justice and liberality, and to secure the im- 
portant advantages to be derived from the connection,* 
ivbich will now be renewed upon permanent. princi- 
ples between the royal house of Tinuir, and t|ie 
British power in India. The Governor General has 
also given directions te provide for the nobility and the 
great officers of state at Delhi(whose fortunes have been 
destroyed by ibesuccessful usurpation of Scvndiah,and 
of the French adventurers,) on principles similar to 
those, which in the year 1799, after *he fall of the 
fortress- of Seringa patam, induced the Governor Ge- 
neral to make a liberal and permanent "provision for 
the principal officers and nobility of Tippoo Sultauit. 

Having made the necessary arrangements for his 
Ti^arcn from Delhi, the Commander in Chief nfK)ved 
from that city towards Agra on the 24th of Septem- 
ber ; I^ieutenant Colonel Ochterlony, E)cputy Adju- 
tant General of the Honourable Company*s army, 
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was stationed at Delhi, to attend the pertoQ and re« 
ccive the commands of the emperor Shah Aulum. A 
garrison was also left at Delhi, consisting of OQe bat<» 
talion and four companies of native infantry, together 
with a corps of Mewatties^ then raising under the com-* 
mand of British officers, who had been in the servica 
of Scindiah, and^who on the commencement of hoa^ 
tililies with that cbieftain,^ quitted his service^ and 
joined the army under General Lake. 

On the 30th of September, Monsieur Dudernaigue 
and two other officers in Scindiah^s service, who had 
been detached with some regular battalions by Scin* 
diah, in the month of July, from the Dekan, for tbo 
purpose of reinforcing Monsieur Perron's army in Hin» 
dostan, surrendered themselves prisoners to Col. Van* 
deleur, who, with the detachment* under his com- 
mand, had occupied the city of Muttra on the right 
bank of the Jumna, in which was established one of 
Monsieur Perron's principal founderies of cannon. 

During these transactions, the detachment dF Bri- 
tish troops assembled under the command of Lieute- 
nant Colonfel Powell of the Bengal establishment, near 
Allahabad, for the purpose of co-operating with a 
force under the Command of flimmut Bahadur, (one 
of his Highness the Peishwah's principal officers ia 
Bundelcund) in the occupation of that province^ 
crossed the Jumna on theSlh of September 1 803, and 
entered the province of Bundelcund on the 1 5th of 
September, Lieutenant Colonel Powell was joined by 
Rajah Himniut Bahadur with his forces -f^-amounting 
to about 13 or 14,000 mep. 

The united detachments arrived qn the bank of 

• * His Majesty *s 8th smd 2Sith dragoons; the Island 4^xh 
native cavalry, three battalions and five companies' of nativd 
infantry. 

f About 4000 horse, 8000 i^egolar infantry, three regular 
battalions under the coininsbd of an' European officer, and 
twenty-five pieces of ordnance of different calibre. ' 
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the river Cane *, on the 23d of September, and 
found the troops of Shumshere Bahadur -f- encamped 
on the opposite bank of the river in considerable 
strength. 

Having reduced several forts in the vicinity of bis 
camp, and having established the British authority in 
the territory lying between the Jumna and the Cane, 
Lieutenant Colonel Powell, accompanied by Himmut 
Bahadur, crosscil the iatter river on the 10th of Oc- 
tober, and on the 12th of the same month engaged 
Shumshere Bahadur:}:, in which action that chieftain 
was compelled to retreat with loss* Account^ have 
§ince been received, that Shumshere Bahadur has 
crossed the river Bctwah,^ and was retiring froiB the 
province of Bundelcund. 

The army under General Lake arrived at Muttra 
on the 2d of October ; having formed a junction with ^ 
Colonel Vandeleur's detachment, the Commander in 
Chief moved on to the fortress of Agra, whiph place 
the army reached at about two P. M. on the 4th of 
October. A summons vvas immediately sent to the 
garrison, but no answer was returned to General 
Lake. It appears that all the European officers in 

* Thisnver joins the Jumna, a little bejow the town of Corah, 
and runs nearly in a north and south directioit by the fort of 
Callinc^r, through the province of Bundelcund. 
* f, Shumshere Bahadur, is the son of Aly Bahadur, which 
Aly Bahadur was the son of the first Shumshere Bahadur, the 
natural son of Bajpe Rao, the first Peishwah. Aly Bahadur con- 
quered a great part of the jprovince of Bundelcund from the 
Bundela Rajiih, i?i the name of the Peishwah. Although he 
was in fa6l one* of the Peishwah's officers, he availed himself of 
the weakness of the state of Pponah, and of his distance from 
that Government, to render himself nearly independent of the ^ 
PeisKwah's authority. 

:j: T'his a(5tion is detailed in I^iutenant Colqnel Powell's official 
dispatcfi to the Adjutant General, diited camp at Capsah, 12th 
OetoUer, a printed copy of which is annexed to thiese notes, 

§ The river Betwah joins the Jumna a little below Calpy, • 
and running in a south west directiorj, touches the western extre- 
mity of the province of Bundelcund, near the town of Behut> 
in aboilt 25 nortli latitude, ^nd 78 east longitude. * 
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the fort had been placed in confinement, atjd that 
considerable confusion prevailed within the fort, • 

Seven battalions of the enemy's regular infantryj 
with several guns,' were encsimped on the outside of 
the fort, and occupied the town and principal 
mosque of Agra, a& well as some ravines which \&1 
through broken ground, from the British camp oa 
the south side of the fort, to the ditch and to the 
Delhi gateway. Finding it impossible to:make ap- 
proaches against the fort of Agra, as long as these 
battalions maintained their position to the south and 
south west of the fort. General Lake deterniined to 
occupy the ravines, and to dislodge the enemy from 
the town. 

With this view, on the motning of the 10th of 
October, Colonel Clarke, who was encamped in the 
rear of the town, was directed to take possession of 
it with his brigade of Sepoys, at the same time that 
three battalions of Sepoys, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Mac Cullocb, Major Haidane, 
and Captain Worsley, advanced to occupy the ra- 
vines. The attack succeeded • completely ; after a 
long and severe contest, the eiieiDy evacuated the 
town and retired, some into the piincipal mosque, 
and others to the ditch near the gateway, under 
cover of the guns of the fort. The attack on the 
ravines was equally success'ul, but owing to the 
high ispirit and bravery of the officers and men of 
the native battalions, who quitted the rapines, and 
gained the glacis, for the purpose of seizing the ene-' 
my's guns, the British battalions employed on this 
attack were exposed to a heavy fire of grape and 
matchlocks from the fort, and suffered a severe loss 
in men and officers. The enemy were entirely de* 
fea ted with the Idss of sik hundred men, and the 
Brit^ish troops captured twenty-six guns, with several 
tumbrils. -The remainder of the enemy's battalions, 
amounting to about two thousand five hundred men, 
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iftcrvtrds agreed io surrender to General Lake, and 
inarched into the British camp on the morning of 
the !3th of October. 

The Commander in Chiefs official details of this 
Mllant action^ and of the surrender of the enemy's 
battalions on the 13th of October, are contained in 
the appendix to these notes; 

On the evening of the 13th of October, the garrisaq 
of the fort solicited a cessation of hostilities, for the 
purpose of negociating the terms of capitulation ; and 
dispatched an European officer to the British camp, 
with a lettei- signed by the principal native officers 
in the fort, stating the conditions on which they w^ere 
disposed to surrender. The Commander in Chief 
immediately dispatched a British officer"^ into the. 
fbrt,/or the purpose of finally adjusting the ternng 
of the capitulation, but while that officer *\vas 
actually engaged in the negociation, the firing from 
the fort recommenced, and the British officer re- 
turned to camp. In consequence of this treacherous 
act, the breaching tatteries of the British army 
opened on the morning of the !7th, within three 
hundred and fifty yards from the fort. Considerable 
impression was made on the walls of the fort by the 
fire of the batteries, which would spon have effected 
a practicable breach, and the fort capitulated on the 
night of the 17th. The garrison, consisting of about 
five thousand men,marcbcd out at noon on the foHow- 
ing day, v^hen the place was immediately occupied by 
the British troops under the command of Colonel Mac 
Donald. A large quantity of stores and many guns 
were found in the fortress of Agra, together with se- 
veral money tumbrils, containing twenty-four lacs of 
rupees. 

The capture 6f this fortress and of the important 
posts of Delhi and Muttra, secures the navigatiop of 
the river Jumna, and the possession of a considerable 
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tract of country on the right bank of that river. The 
independent chieftains in that quarter are favourably 
disposed to the British government; with several of 
the mo^t powerful of these chieftains, the Commander 

\ in Chief has, in conformity to the Governor General's 
instructions, already concluded treaties, by which 
their alliance and co-operation is effectually secured. 
The intelligence of the happy termination of this 
branch of the brilliant campaign on the north-west 
frontier of Oude, was received al Fort William with 
sentimeiUs ofjoy and admiration, propcfrtionate to the 
public sense of the bravery^ spirit, activity, and emi- 
nent talents manifested by General Lake, as weH as of 
the valour, discipline, and persevering courage of 
the officers and men of the gallant army which, un- 
der his personal command, and imitating his illus- 
trious example, had accomplished with unexampled 
rapidity all the important services prescribed in the 
Governor General's comprehensive plan of operations 
for this branch of the campaign. 

The British army marched from Agra on the 27th 
©f October, in pursuit of a force of the enemy, com* 
posed of fifteen of Monsieur Person's regular batta* 
lions,, (which had been detaclied by Scindiah from the 
Dekan in the early part of the campaign under the 
command of Monsieur Dudernaigue^ and. of two 
battalions which had effected their escape^from Del- 
hi', aftcn- the battle of the Uth of September. Dur- 
ing the seige of Agra, this force occupied a position 
about thirty miles in the rear of the Britifh army, biit 
made no attempt to interrupt the seige of that ira- 

\ portant fortress. The Commander in Chief was 
anxious to defeat this forc^ because it was furnifhed 
with a numerous artillery, and because its object was 
to proceed towards Delhi, for the purpose of attempt- 
iiig the recovery of that important post. The exis- 
tence of so large a force of the enemy in Hindostan, 
alarmed those native chieftains who were disposed to 
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finite with the British government, and encouragctf 
all those who might be adverse to our interests. 

A heavy fall of rain compelfed the army to halt ora 
the 28ih at Kerowly, on the 2C)th of October the army 
.marched to the north-west of Futtyporc Sikree. On 
the 30th the army made a march o£ twenty miles, 
leaving the heavy guns and baggage in Futtyporc^ 
under the protcctibn t)f two battalionss of native in- 
fantry from the 4th brigade^ 

On the 31st df October, the arm-y marched twenty 
miles, and encamped a short distance from the grotfnd 
which the enemy had quitted the same morning- 
Possessed of this intelligence, the Commander in 
Chief determined to make an effort to overtake the 
enemy with all the cavah-y of thp army, intending to* 
delay the enemy by a light enga'gement until the 
British infantry should 'be able ta effect a junction 
with the cavalry in advance, and to take advantage 
of any confusion which might be occasioned by his 
attack to seize the enemy *s guns and baggage. 
With this view the Commander in Chief with the 
whole of the cavalry marched at twelve o'clock onf 
the night of the 3 1st of October, andhaving perform- 
ed a march of twcnty-five mflc» in little more than 
six hours, came up with the enemy about sevieir 
o*clock in the morning of the 1st November. The 
enemy's foiree amounted to seventeen regular batta^ 
lions of in fan try, (about goOO men,) seventy-two gunsy 
and from 4 to 6000 cavalryr Previously to the 
march of the British cavalry, orders were given for the 
infantry to follow at three o'clock in the morning. 

When the Commander in Chief at the hejfd of the 
cavalry reached the enemy, they appeared to be on 
.their retreat, and in such confusion, that the Com- 
mander in Chief was induced to try the effect of an 
attack with the cavalry alone, without waiting tho ar- 
rival of the infantry. By cutting the embankment 
of a la?g€ rescFVoir of water, the enemy had rendered 
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the road difficult to pass, and bad, availed theraselve« 
•of this circumstance (which caused a considerable 
<lelay.in the advance of the cavalry,) to occupy an 
advantag^eotis position, having their right in front of 
the village of Laswarcc and thrown back upon a rivu- 
let (the tanks of which were very high and difficult 
^f access), their left upon the village of Mohaulpoor^ 
«Bd their whole front concealed by high grass and 
protected by a powerful line of Artillery. A cloud 
of dust, which had been raised by the movements of 
the cavalry, completely obscured the enemy, and pre- 
>vented the Commander in Chief from discovering 
this change in their position; General Lake there- 
fore proceeded in the execution of his original plan, 
^by which he hoped to prevent the retreat of the 
«nemy atnd to secure their guns,) and directed the 
advanced guard and the 1st brigade of cavalry to 
TOove upon the point where the enemy had been ob* 
served in motion, but which proved to be the left of 
their new position. The remainder of the qavalry 
was ordered to attack in succeseion as soon as they 
could form, after passing the rivulet. 

The charge of the advanced guard under Major 
Oriffiths of his majesty's 2()th dragoons (aid-de-camp 
to the Governor General,) and of the ist brigade led 
by Colonel V'andcleur of his majesty's 8th dragoons, 
was made with much gallantry. The enemy's li.ne 
was forced, and the cavalry penetrated into the vil- 
lage, and took possession of several ofth'e enemy's 
guns. The attacks of the brigades of cavalry and 
particularly of the 3d brigade under Colonel M. can, 
were conducted with the same spirit and with equal 
success. The fire however from other guns which 
the enemy still maintained, was so galling and cle- 
structive, that it was found necessary to withdraw the 
cavalryout of reach of the enemy's fire. , The Briti.sh 
cavalry retired in perfect order, retaining possession 
9f a pare of tbe enemy's artillery^ Several guns how- 
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ever, which had been captured by the British cavalryj 
were abandoned from a Want of draft bullocks^. 

Colonel Vandeleur, who had manifested the great- 
est skill, judgment, and gallantry, was killed in. this 
charge. During his cornmand of the detachment 
which had been formed in the mohth of September 
1803, for the protection, of the Doab of the Ganges 
and Jumna, this brave and accomplished officer dis- 
played considerable zeal and ability, and by his judi- 
cious movements compelled the enemy to make a 
precipitate retreat from the British territories. His 
death was universally deplored, and may justly be 
deemed a pqblic loss. 

The British infentry having marched at three 
o'clock in the morning, arrived upon the banks of 
the rivulet about twelve o'clock at tipon. After so 
long a march (twenty-five miles,) it was -^absolutely 
necessary to allow some time for the men to refresh 
themselves, during which the enemy sent a message 
to the Commander in Chief, offering on certain con- 
ditions to surrender their guns. Anxious to prevent 
the further effusion of blood, the Commander in 
Chief directed a letter to be written, acquiescing in 
their proposals, and allowing the enemy one hour tp 
fulfil the conditions of surrender proposed by them- 
selves. 

In th6 mean while the necessary arrangements were 
adopted for a general attack on the enemy, as soon 
as the prescribed time should elapse. The British 
infantry was formed into two columns on the left; the 
first composed of the right wing, under Major General 
Ware, was destined to assanit the village of MohauU 
poor, and to turn the enemy's right flank, which 
since .the morning had been thrown back, leaving a 
considerable space between it and the rivulet. The 
enemy had formed their infat^try into two lines, with 
their right thrown back, the first hne to the eastward 
and covering the village of Mohaulppqr, and the se- 
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cond to the westward of that villape. Their cavalry 
was to the right of their position. The second column 
of British' infantry coniposed of the left wing, under 
Major General St. John was ordered to slipport the 
first cokimrt. The third brigade of cayalry under 
Colont;! Macan was directed to support the infantry ; 
Lieutenant Colonel J. Vandeleur, with the second 
brigade of cavalry, was detached to the right of the 
British army to watch the enemy's left, to avail him- 
self of any confusion of the enemy's line, and to 
attack them upon their retreat. The first brigade 
pf cavalry under Lieutenant Colonel Gordon, (who 
succeeded to the command on the death of Colonel 
Vandeleur,) c'omposed the reserve, and was formed 
between the 2d and 3d brigades. As many of the 
field pieces of the British army as could be brought 
up, together with the galloper guns altached to the 
cavalry, formed four different batteries to support 'the 
attack of the infantry. 

' At the expiration of the time which General Lake 
bad allowed the enemy to determine on a surrender 
of their guns, no reply having been received from 
the enemy, the British infantrj advanced to the at- 
tack, moving along the banks of the rivulet through 
high grass, and broken ground, which afforded coven 
As soon as the British infantry became exposed to 
the enemy's guns, the four British batteries com- 
menced their fire, and continued to advance, not- 
withstanding the superiority of the enemy's artil- 
lery, both in number and weight of metal. The 
cannonade on both sides was extremely severe, and 
maintained with great spirit and vigour. The ene- 
my's artillery was exceedingly well served, and they 
threw grape from large mortars, as well as from guns 
of a very heavy calibre. 

When the 76th regiment, which headed the at- 
tack, had arrived within one hundred and fifty paces 
of the enemy, ihey were so much exposed to the 
jpnemy's fire, and were losing men so fast, that the 
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Commartder in Chief judged it preferable to proceed 
to the attack with that regiment, and as many of the 
native infantry (the 2d battalion of the l;^th, and 
five companies of the l6th) as had closed to the 
front, rather than to wait until the remainder of the 
column, which had been much impeded in its ad-t 
vance, should be able to form, ' 

As soon as this small body of brave men arrived 
within reach of the enemy's cannister shot, a most 
tremendous fire opened from the enemy's artillery. 
The loss sustained by the British troops was very 
severe, and the heavy cannonade from the enemy's 
line was sufficient alone to prevent a regular ad- 
vance ; at this moment, the enemy's cavalry also at- 
tempted to charge, but was repulsed by the fire of 
this gallant body of British infentry; the enemy's 
cavalry, however, rallied at a short distance, and as- 
sumed so menacing a posture, that the Commander 
in Chief ordered an attack from the British cavalry. , 
Major Griffiths having at that instant been unfor- 
tunately killed by a cannon shot ; this service was 
performed by his Majesty's 29th dragoons under 
Captain Wade, with the greatest gallantry and sue* 
cess, and in a manner highly honourable to every 
officer and trooper in that regiment. The remainder 
of the first column of the British infantry arrived in 
time to join in the attack ^f the enemy's reserve, 
which was formed in the rear of their first line with 
its left upon the village of Mohaulpoor, and its right 
thrown back. 

About this time, Major General Ware fell dead 
by a cannon shot. He was a gallant officer, and his 
loss was deeply lamented. On his deatb, the com- 
inand of this column devolved upon Colonel Mac 
Donald, who ttiough wounded, continued to con- 
duct bimsdf in this important command, in a man- 
tier which was highly satisfactory to the Commander 
in Chief. 

The 
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The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to thc^ 
last, and did not abandon their position until they 
fiad lost all their guns. Even then their left wing 
attempted to retreat in good order, but was frus- 
trated by his Majesty's 29th regiment of dragoons, 
and the 6th regiment of native cavalry under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel John Vandeleur, 
of the ©th light dragoons, who broke in upon the 
enemy's column, cut several to pieces, and drove 
the rest in prisoners, with the whole of the enemy's 
baggage. 

The loss which the British troops sustained in 
the atchieveinent of this complejtc victory was 
severe. 

Two thousand of the enemy were taken prisoners, 
and there is every reason to believe that the re- 
mainder of the enemy was destroyed on the field of 
battle. 

The enemy left in the possession of the Brkisb 
troops the whole of their bazars, camp equipage, and 
baggage, with a considerable number of elephants, 
camels, and upwards of 160O bullocks ; seventy-two 
pieces of cannon of different calibres, forty-four stands 
of colours, and siirty-four tumbrils completely laden 
with ammunition. Three tumbrils with money were 
also captured, together with fifty-seven carts laden 
with matchlocks, musquets and stores, and some ar- 
tificer's carts. Several tumbrils with ammunition 
were blown up during the action, and 5000 stand 
of arms which had been thrown down by the enemy, 
were found on the field of battle. The whole of the 
ordnance taken, with the exception of dght guns, 
was in excellent order, and perfectly serviceable, and 
all the appointments of the enemy's corps were of th^ 
first quality. 

Th e enemy displayed the most determined obsti- 
nacy, and called forth the utmost exertions of the 
steadiness and valour of the gallant 76th regiment, 
supported by the remainder of the infantry gf the 
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first column, and the repeated charges of the cavalfyi 
The resistance opposed by the enemy, was more de- 
termined than any opposition which the army under 
General Lake had experienced sjnce the commence- 
ment of the campaign. His Majesty's 76th regfment 
on this memorable day, maintained the liigh reputa- 
tion which it had acquired on many former occasions^ 
but especially in every occurrence of this glorious* 
campaign. 

The victory however must be principally attributed 
to the admirable skill, judgment, heroic valour, and 
activity of the Convmandcr in Chief, General Lake^ 
whose magilanimbus example, together with the re- 
collection of his atchievements at Coel, Aly Ghur, 
Delhi, and ^^gra, inspired general confidence and 
emulation. In the morning General Lake led the 
charge of the cavalry, and in the afternoon, con- 
ducted in person at the head of the 76cb regiment^ 
all the different attacks on the enemy's line, and on 
their reserve posted in, and near the village of Mo-* 
haulpoor. On this day two horses were killed under 
the Compiandcr in Chief. The sbot showered 
around him in every direction \ in the midst of the 
danger and slaughter which surrounded him^ he dis- 
played not only the most resolute fortitude and ar- 
dent valour, but the utmost degeee of professional 
ability and knowledge, availing himself with admira- 
ble promptitude of every advantage presented by the 
enemy, and frustrating every effort of tlie enemy's 
obstinacy and boldness* His masterly plans of attack 
during the action were carried into instantaneous 
execution by his unrivalled personal activity ; and he 
appeared with matchless courage and alacrity in front 
of every principal charge, which he had planned 
with eminent judgment and skill. 

The staff of the army distinguished themselves 
greatly, and merit the highest commendation* 
Among these one of the most distinguished was 
Major G. A. F. Lake, of his Majesty's 94th regiment, 
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son to the Commander in Chief, who h^d attended 
his father in the capacity of aid-de-camp and mili-. 
tary secretary throughout the whole campaign, and 
whose gallantry and activity in executing his father's 
orders, had been conspicuous in every service of dif- 
ficulty and danger. 

This promising young officer constantly attended 
his father's person, and possessed the highest place 
in the Commander in Chiefs CQiifidence ^nd esteem., 
In the heat of the action, the Commander in Chiefs 
horse, pierced by several shot, fell dead under him, 
Maj6r Lake, who was on horseback close to his fa- 
ther, dismounted, and offered his horse to the Com- . 
mander in Chief. The Com-mander in Chief refused, 
but Major Lake's ^arne^t solicitations prevailed. Thd^ 
Commander in Chief mounted his son's l^ofse, and , 
Major Lake mounted a horse from, one* of the troops 
of cavalry. In a moment a shot struck Major Lake, 
and wounded him severely in the presence of his af- 
fectionate father. At this instant, the Commander 
in Chief found it necessary to lead the troops against 
the enemy, and to leave his wounded son upon the, 
field ; a more affecting scene never was presented 
to the imagination, nor has Providence ever exposed 
human fortitude to a more severe trial. General 
lyak^, in this dreadful and distracting moment, pro- 
secuted his victory with unabated ardour. At the 
close of the battle, the Commander in Chief had the 
satisfaction jto learn that his son'^ wound, although 
extremely severe, was not likely to prove dangerous; 
aconfidjent hope is now eji'tertained that this gallant 
^nd prpmising young officer will be preserved to en- 
hance the joy of his father's triumph, and to serve his 
King and country with hereditary honour. 

This splendiH victory completes the subversion of 
Scindiah's hostile power and formidable, resources in 
Hindostan, and of the French force, which constt- 
tuted the main strength of his army in that quarter. 

The battle was terminated by four o'clock P. M^, 
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on the 1st November, when the victorious British 
army encamped with its left to the village of Las- 
waree, which is on the north bank of the rivulet, and 
its right to a village called Singrah. A battalion of 
infanfry took charge of the prisoners, who were all 
assembled at thie village of Sagepoorah, which is a 
very short distance to the eastward of the village of 
Mohaulpoor. Great part of the army bad been undef 
arms for sixteen hours, and had marched in the course 
of 48 hours a distance of more than sixty^five miles. 
The details of this important victory, tpgether with 
the returns of the killed and wounded, and of the ord- 
nance captured, are annexed to these notes. 

In reviewing the rapid and brilliant events of the 
campaign against the confederate Marhatta chieftains 
and their French forces, every loyal subject of the 
British enripire must remark with the most zealouis 
emotionlJ oif just pride and national triumph, that in 
^ the course of an. extensive and complicated syftem of 
military operations, the glorious success of the Bri- 
tish arms has been uniform in every part of India. 
The able and gallant officers and troops of his Ma- 
jesty's service and of the several establishments of the 
th^ee presidencies, have been actuated by equal senti- 
ments of public spirit and honour, and have co-oper- 
ated with equal ardour and success in an united effort 
to accomplish the objects of the allies. 
. From the 8th of August, the day on which bos- 
tUities commenced, to the 1st of November, the Bri- 
tish army has conquered all the possessions ofScin- 
diah in Guzerat, the <pity of Boorhanpoor in Cart- 
deish, the p^rovince of Cnttack in Orissa, the Mar* 
hatta dominions between tne Jumna and the Ganges, 
the city of Delhi and the right bank of the Jumna, 
tb«i city of Agra, and the adjoining territory; has 
reduced by storm the fortified t6wn of Ahmed- 
npggur, the forts of Alyghur, Baroach, and Cut- 
tack; and by capitulation^ after having opened 
batteries, the forts of Amednuggur, of Powanghur, 
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dnd Champoncer, the fort of Asseerghur, deno- 
minated the key of the Dckan, and the fort of 
Agfa, denominated the key of Hindostan : and 
has defeated the enemy in three general engagements^ 
at Delhi on the i ith of September, at Assye on the^ 
a 3d of September, and at Laswaree on the 1st No- 
vember ; having taken, according to the offiicial re- 
turns, on the field of battle in those engagements and 
under the walls of Agra, two hundred and sixty- 
eight pieces of ordnance, five thousand stand of 
arms, two hundred and fifteen tumbrils and fift)?^-one 
stand of colours, with a large quantity of stores, 
baggage, camp equipage and ammunition. 

The official returns of the aiftillcry, stores, &c# 
taken from the enemy have not yet been received, 
from Ahmednuggur, Baroach, the fort of Delhi, 
Firozebad, Champoneer, Powhanghur, Jalnahpoor, 
Cuttack, Boorhanpoor and Asseerghur, but the 
amount of the returns actually received of ordnance 
taken in the several forts exclusive of that taken dn 
the field of battle, is four hundred and forty-Jive pieces 
of or dance J exclusive of tumbrils, stores, &c^ making 
the total number of ordnance, of which returns have 
been received, captured from the 8 th of August to 
the 1st of November, seven hundred ind thirteen. 

The progress and result of these successful opera- 
tions have restored his Highness the Peishwah to 
his sovereign authority at Poonab, and cemented our 
alliance with that Prince ; have secured the succes- 
sion of the legitimate heir of the sovereign Prince 
of the Dekan to the government of his deceased 
fa:ther the late Nizam ; have protected the British in- 
terests at Hyderabad from injury, have confirmed 
the stability of the treaties by which the French 
were expelled from the Dekan in lyotJ.; and have 
delivered the aged, venerable, and untortunate Em- 
peror of Hindostan from misery and ignominy, from 
iikiigence and bondage, and from the hands of the 
French. 

Xbe 
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The achievements of General Lake, and Major Ge- 
neral Wellesley, combined with the admirable and 
exemplary conduct of the officers and troops during 
this campaign, moi*e particularly in the signal and . 
• splendid victories of Delhi, of Assy e, and of Laswaree^ 
must inspire a general sentiment of just confidence 
in the vigor of our inilitary resources, and in the 
stability of our dominion and power. Our uniform 
success in frustrating every advantage of superior 
numbers, of powerful artillery, and even of obsti- 
nate resistance opposed by the enemy, constitutes a 
satisfactory proof of the established superiority of 
British discipline, skill and valour j and demonstrates, 
that the glorious progress of our arms is not the ;ict 
ddental result of a temporary or transient advantage^ 
but the natural and certain effect qf a perpianent; 
cause. , . 

A confident expectation may be entertained, that 
under the pressure of accumulated defeat, with aggra- 
vated loss of resoiit*ces, power, reputation, military 
strength, and dominion, in every quarter of India^ 
the confeder?ite Marhatta chieftains Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and the Rajah of J5erar^ must speedily be 
compelled to accede to such term^ of pacification, as 
shall be calculated to depriv^e them of the means of 
disturbing our po^sessi9ns, and of impairing the ef^ 
cacy and stability of our alliances. 

Under such a general pacification^ it is xeasgnable 
r \o expect, that with a considerable augmentation of 
the lusti:e and glory of the British arms in India, 
will be combined the accomplishment of a compre- 
hensive system of alliance and political connection in 
Hindostan, and the Dekan, calculated to promote 
the general tranquillity of India, to secure, on the 
most permanent foundations, the interest and do-^ 
minion of the British nation against the hqstile at- 
tempts of any Indian or European power, and to de- 
stroy the bst remnant of French influence in India. 

' ' Appendix. 
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APPENDIX A. 



Notes relative to the Uifiery and Confiitution cf the 
Marhatta Empire^ and to the principal Chieftains 
compoftng the Marhatta Confederacy. 



THE Marhatta Empire was founded by Seva- 
jee towards the middle of the fev6nteenth 
Centuiy. Sevajee was the 

great grandfon* of Bhaugha 
hooflalj, an illegitimate fon 
(by an obfcure woman of ^ a 
tribe called Bhooflah,) of Rana 
Bheem, a Rana of the Raj- 
poot ftate of Oudipoor, who 
was defcended from the Ra- 
jahs of Chittore, the moft 
antient of the Hindo6 Prin- 
ces 3 Baugha Booflah affumed 
the name of his mother's 
tribe, which has since that 
period coijtinued to be the 
family name of his defcendants, the Rajahs of 
Sattarah and of Berar. 

Bhaugha Bhooflah being*negle6ted and defpifed 
by his family on account of his low origin 6n the 
female fide, retired in difguft from Oudipoor^ to 
the province of Candeifli in the Dekan, where he 
entered into the fcrvice of a Zemindar named Rajah 
Ali Mohun, and became guardian to the Rajah's 
"^ a 2 fon 



•;RANABHBEM, 
Prince of Oudipopr. 

Bbaucha Bhooslah* 
illegitimate son of Ra^a 
Bb£em» 

I 

Mauloo Jbe. 



Shahjii. 

Siva J El, Founder of the 
Mahratta Empire, born in 
1628, died in 168O; aged 
fifty- two years. 
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(on until he had attained the agie of manhood 5 
Baugha Bhooflah fubfequcntly quitted CanTieifli,. 
and purchafed a traft of land near the city of 
Poonah, of which he becam'e the Zemindar: In 
this fituation he died, leaving iffue Mauloo Jee, 
who enteredi into the fcrvice of a Marhatta Chief 
named Jaddoo Roy, under whom he acquired great 
rank and influence. 

Soon after this period Mauloo Jee's fon, Shah Jee, 
Was married to Jee Jaee, the only daughter of Jad^ 
doo Roy, without the confent of the latter : from 
this marriage was born, in 1628, Sevajee, the 
founder of the Marhatta Empire. A difpute enfued, 
in confequence of this marriage, between Jaddoo 
Roy and his fon-in-law ; and Shah Jee, being 
compelled by Jaddoo Roy to quit Ahmednuggur, 
(forming at that time the territory of Nizam Shah,) 
entered into the fervice of Ibrahim Adil Shah, King 
of Beejapoor, who gave him a Jagheer in the Car- 
natic, with the comriiand of 10,000 horfe. 

Jn confequence of fome difpute with his firft 
wife;, (the daughter of Jaddoo Roy,) Shah Jee fe- 
parated from her, and married Toka Baee, by whom 
he had one fon, Ekojee, afterwards King of Tan- 
jdre. Shah Jee was killed in 1667 by a fall from 
his horfe in hunting at Badnore, where a fplendid 
maufoleum was erefted to his memory by his friend 
Rundowla Khan, Minifter to the King of Beeja- 
poor, whofe interceflion, 09 a former occafion, faved 
Shah Jee from being buried alive, which punifh- 
ment he had befen condemned to fuffer by the King 
of Beejapoor. 

Shah Jee was fucceeded'by his fon Sevajee, who 
difdaining the condition of a fubjeft, revolted, and* 
availing himfelf of the convuliions which at that 
time difturbed the kingdom of Bejapoor, became 
independant. He died on the 5th of April 1680, 
leaving the inheritance of his domains to his fon, 

Sambajee, 
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Sambajee. At the period of Sevajee's, death, his 
territory extended from near Surat, along the fea 
coaft, to the vicinity of the Portuguefc diftrifts of 
Goa, and as far inland as the rahge of hills which 
terminate the Table Land, and form the eaftern 
boundary of the Kokan. 

Sambajce, the fecond Rajah of Sattarah, being 
at Parnala when his father died, a faflion endea- 
voured to fccure the fucceflion to Rajah Ram, a fon 
ofSevajee by another wife. But Sambajee, fup- 
ported by the greateft part of the troops who had 
been the companions of his contefts with the forces 
of the Emperor of Hindoftan, eftabliflied his Sove- 
reignty, and reigned until the end of June 1689, 
when he was barbaroufly murdered by order of the 
Emperor Aurungzebe. 

To Sambajee fucceeded his fon Sahojee, whofe 
Minifter (the Peilhwah) Ballajee Bifliwanaut, 
gained fuch an afcendancy over the mind of his 
mafter, as to perfuade Sahoojee to delegate to him 
the exercife of all authority ^nd power in the State ; 
all orders and every detail of Government iffucd 
immediately from the Peifhwah, who received from 
the Rajah the title of Mookh * Perdhaun, or Chief 
Civil Minifter, 7 his form of Government has fub- 
fifted to the prefent period, and on the death of 
a Peifhwah, his fucceffor is inverted by the Rajah 
of Sattarah with the enfigns of office. During the 
latter part of Sahojce's reign, Sahojee fhuthimfelf 
up in Sattarah, and his perfon and government 
were almoft forgotten. Sahojee married a perfon 
na^ned Tara Baee, but having no children by her, 
he adopted his brother Purfojee*^ great grandfon, 
Moodajee Booflah, whofe difpofition, however, was 
' 1 ' < 

* The word Pundit is a deiignation cxclufively confined to Bramins, and 
was an sdjundt to the family nacne of the Peilliwahs. The word PeiihwaK 
it Perfian, and is synonimous with Mook'h. The latter Ccrhi alone i» rngra- 
ven ou the P<iilhwah*s Seal. 

4 ^ con- 
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cdnfidered to fee fo tyrannical, that Sahojee^ was 
Compelled to difmifs him ; , and he therefore fent 
for Janojec, the elder brother of Moodajec, who 
was on his way to Sattarah, when Sahojee died in 
1740, after a reign of fifty years. During this pe- 
riod, the Marhattas, after having overrun and plun- 
dered almo'ft every part of Hindoftan, excepting 
Bengal, extended their territories from the Weffern 
Sea to' OrifTa, and from Agra to the Carnatic, form- 
ing a tra£i of near one thoufand miles long, by feven 
hundred wide, and including fome of t^ie richeft 
and moft fertile provinces of the peninfula of India. 
.The Capital of t;he Empire was eftabliftied at Satta- 
rah, a fortrefs fituated about fifty miles fouth-eaft of 
Poonah, and near the i8th degree of north latitude. 
The defcendants of Sevajee have fince been dif- 
tingui(hed by the title of the Rajahs of Sattarah. 

Sahoffeewas 

SEVAJEE, the Founder of the - P - - 

Marhatta Empire. 



I 



Sambajee, 
2d Rajah of 
Sattarah. 



I 



I 

1. Sahojee, 
3d Rajah of 
Sattarah, 
married Ta- 
ra Baee,who 
adopted 
Ram Rajah. 



I 

2. Piftsojce, 
Bukfhi under 
his brother 
Sahojee, kil- 
led at Delhi. 

( 

Vjmbajee, 
hilled in 
Oude during 
his father's 
life time. 

I 

Ragojee 
Booflah, ifl 
Rajah of Be- 
rar. 



dow Tara Bace. 



1 



fucceeded by 
his coulin. 
Ram Rajah, 
the fourth Ra- 
of Satta- 
and fon 



Rajah Ram 
attempted to • 1 
supplant his J**'* 
half brother rah, 

3. Kanojec, but was dc- ofRajahRam, 
Sambajee, featcd; died whohasalrca- 

and at Gingee j 1 .• 

Ranojee. in the Car- ^y been notl- 

natic. , ced, as a com- 
petitor for 
power with 
Sambajee, the 
fon of Sevajee. 

Ram Rajah,' R^n^ .R^jf^ 
4th Rajah of WaS alfo thc 

iffuc. Sahojee's wi- 

Ram Rajah being a very weak 

Prince, 
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Prince, the Peiftiwah Bajee Rao, the fon of Balla» 
jee Bifliwahnaut, already mentioned, ufurped the 
whole power of his mafter. At that time Ragojee 
Booflah, the anceftor of the prefent Rajah of Berar, 
was the Bukfhi, or Commander in Chief of the 
Forces, and, as such, held the Province of 3qrar 
in Jagheer. When Bajee Rao ufurped the autho- 
rity of the Rajah of Sattarah, Ragojee Bhooflah 
proceeded to Berar, and there eftabliflied an inde- * 
pendant government. It appears, however, that 
he continued to acknowledge the fupremacy of 
the Rajah of Sattarah, and the authority of the 
office of Peilhwah, as the civil executive authority 
of the State. 

This violent partition of the Empire by its prin- 
cipal Minifters, encouraged theufurpation of others, 
fo that in a few years, the State, from an abfolutc 
Monarchy, (as eftabliflied by Sevajee,)* became a ' 
mere confederacy of Chiefs, the principal of whoni 
are the Peifhwah, the Rajah of Berar, and the fa- 
milies^ of Scindiah, Holkar, and the Guikwar. There 
are fome Jagheerdars and Chieftains of inferior 
note, to the fouthward of Poonah, ' of whonl an 
account will be exhibited at the conclufion of the 
Appendix. The family of Scindi|h eftaWiiJieil 
themfelves in Malwa and Candeifh, and afterwards 
extended their conqCiefts over a great part of the 
Jlajpoot Principalities, and of the northern parts of 
Hindoftan, The largeft part of Guzerat was feized 
by the Guikwar family, while the Holkar family 
eftabliflied themfelves in thofe ^arts of the province ' 
of Malwa which did not belQi^g to the families of 
the Peifliwah and of Scindiah. 

Although the Chieftains enumerated in the pre- 
ceding paragraph, are independant of each other, 
they all acknowledge the office of Peifliwah to be 
the legitimate executive authority of the Marhatta 
]^inpire| and admit the fupremacy of the Rajah of ^ 

S^ttarahr 
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Sattarah. Since the afcenfjon of Bajee Rao, (the 
firft Peifliwah,) however, the Rajah of Sattarah has 
never been ia party to any public aSs or alliances ; 
3nd foreign States, finding the Peifhwah in pofleffion 
of the executive' power and authority of the State, 
have, in all tranfa6tions of the Marhatra State, treated 
with him as the legitimate Head of the Empire. , 

The defcendants of Sevajee however are {till 
treated with attention and refpe61:. No Peilhw^h 
can erjter upon the execution of his office without 
receiving a dre(s of honour from the Rajah of Sat- 
tarah. When the Peifhwah takes the .field in per- 
fon, he muft previoufly receive an audience of leave 
from the Rajah of Sattarah. The country in the 
vicinity of Sattarah enjoys an exemption from mili- 
tary depredations of all kinds ; and whenever any 
Chief enters this diftri6t, all the enfigns of power' 
and command are laid afide, and the nagara, or 
great drum of the Empire, ceafes to beat. Th^fe 
marks of refpeft alone diftinguifli the condition of 
the nominal Sovereign of the Marhatta Empire from 
that of a prifoner of ftate. The Rajah of Sattarah 
has long been confined in the fortrefs of that name 
upon a contra6i:ed allow3nce. 

By the conftitujtion thus eftablifbed, the exclufive 
right of concluding treaties and engagements with 
foreign powers in the name of the Marhatta Em- 
pire, muft be confidered to be inherent-iq the fu- 
preme executive authority of the State j and the 
Peiihwah afting in the narpe, and under the often- 
fible fanftion of the nominal Head of the Empire, 
has undoubtedly a right to cpnclude treaties which 
fhall be obligatory upon the fubordinate Chieftains 
and Feudatories, without their concurrence^. But 
thefc Chieftains have acquired power by the weak-r 
nefs of the Peilhwah's Government, and are in fa£^ 
becotne independant;^ although they continue toac-r 

Ispowledge 
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knowledge the Peiftiwah as the executive Minifter 
of State. 

They poffefs no aeknowledged right however to 
conclude feparate engagements with foreign ftates, 
unlefs the tacit pcrmiflion to make conquefts* 
ihould be thought to confer that right ; but even 
in this cafe it muft alfo be inferred, that they have 
not the right to conclude engagements aflfefling the 
Peidnvah's fupremacy. They are bound to pay al- 
legiance to the Peiftiwah, and are, to every intent, 
officers and fubjefls of the Marhatta State, of which 
the Peiflnvah is the fupreme executive authority. 

Under thefe circum fiances, the leaft which can 
be inferred i_s, that the Peifliwah has a right to 
conclude engagements with a foreign ftate without 
confulting the Feudatory Chieftains, provided thofe 
engagements do not affe£t the feparate rights and 
inrerefts of thofe Chieftains. If the conftiru^ion of 
the Marhatta Empire, as eftablithed by Bajee Rao, 
the firft Peifhwah, be referred to as the ftandard for 
deciding the queftion, the Peifluvah's rights may 
be confidered even more extenfive. On the other 
hand, in proportion as the Feudatory Chieftains dif- 
claim the fupremacy of the.Peiiliwah, they have 
lefs right to interfere in any degree in the Peifh- 
wah's concerns; and the Peilhwah muft be con/i* 
dered as an independant ftate, at liberty to contrafct 
with a foreign power any engagements which he 
may deem beneficial to his own interefts. In both 
cafes, the Feudatory Chieftains can have no pre- 
. tence to interfere in his arrangements, or to con- 
troul his intercom fe with foreign ftates. 



♦ When the province of Malwa was alllgned to Holkar arrd 
Sciridlah forihe payment of their troops, it was (lipulated that of 
the coiiqueils which they might atchicve, one portion Ihould belong 
to the Fcl'liwiih, and. another poriioa to Holkar and Sclndiah re. 

fpedlively. N 
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Thefituationof Berar however, with relation to 
the Pcifhwah, certainly differs from that of the other 
provinces comprehended in the Marhatta State. The 
.province of Berar formed a part of the dominion of 
Sattarah under Ram Rajah. That province w^s 
then afllgned to the Bukflii^ or Commander in Chief 
of the Forces, for the payment of the army. At 
that period of time Ragojee Bhooflah, the firft Ra- 
jah of Berar, held the office of Bukfhi ; ^nd it does 
not appear that he ever chofe ta confider himfelf as 
totally independant of the State of Sattarah. This- 
was di£lated partly by policy, and partly by a dread 
of the fuperior power of the Peilhwah. Ragojee 
had pretenfions (founded on 

^'^^^^^•^h^JfB^rar'^"* ^^^^ dcfceut) to the State of 
aja o crar. Sattarah, after the death of 

^-^ V * Ram Rajah, who had no if- 

MboJAjEi. ^^^- The prefervatian of his 

» V * nominal fubordination to the 

B .., f^LrrCn^Ri S tate of Sattarah fa vourcd the 

Ragojee, the present Ka- » 

jah of Berar. eventual accompliihment of 

thofe pretenfions, but the 
dread of the fuperior power of the Peifliwah pre- 
vented their ultimate fuccefs. 

Under thefe circumftances, it cannot be fupppfed 
that the Rajah of Berar confidered himfelf to be 
fubordinate to the Feilliwah, although' it was his- 
intereft to aft with him on important occafions as a 
member of that Empire^ of which the Peifhwah 
was the executive civil authority. On occalions of 
ni^ctini^ between them, the Rajah ot Berar was 
treated^ in confequencc of his defcent, as a fuperior ' 
in' rank ; and in the capacity of the firft conftituent 
Member of die Empire, claimed the right of fending 
to the Peidiv/ah a dreis of honour on his aceefuon 
to office. ^ >, 

The fame fyllem has continued undl the prefent 

period. The Rajah of Eerar'ftill maintains his pre- 

a teniions 
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teiifions to be Rajah of Sattarah, and ^ fortiori^ to 
the office of Peilhwah on the fame grounds as the 
firft Rajah of Berar. On thefe grounds, the Rajah 
of Berar alfo founds his pretenfions to be confulted 
in the conclufion of an alliance between the Peifh- 
wah and any foreign (late. 

The juftice of thefe pretenfions however has 
never been admitted. The Rajah of Berar muft be^ 
confidercd either as the* Commander in Chief of the 
Forces of the Empire, or as an independant ftate. 

As Commander- of the Forces, Ragojee Bhbo- 
flah, the firft Rajah, could not claim the right to be 
confulted by his fovereign, the Rajah of Sattarah, on 
the conclufion of foreign alliances; and the Rajah 
of Sattarah had the power undoubtedly to conclude 
fuch alliances without the confent of the Com- 
mander in Chief of his Forces.. If the queftion be 
not tried by the original conftitution of the Mar- 
hatta Empire, (namely that conftitution under which 
the Rajah of Sattarah vi^as the Head of the Empire, 
and Ragojee Bhooflah the Commander in Chief of 
the Forces), it muft be decided by the rights of long 
acknowledged and actual power ; and under th»t 
view of the cafe, thf Pei(liwah*s indepcndance muft 
be admitted equally with that of the Rajah of Berar. 
In either cafe, therefore, the right of the Peifliwah to 
contract foreign alliances without the confent of 
the Rajah of Berar cannot be difputed. 

In concluding this difcufllon on the nature of the 
conftitution of the Marhatta Empire, it may be ufe- 
ful to exhibit fome account of the powers who have 
been mentioned in the Notes to which this Paper 
tprms an Appendix. 

ift. The Peifliwah. The wifdom ^nd policy of * 
Bajee Rao, the firft Peifliwah, firmly eftablifhed' 
in his family the power which he had ufutped^and 
accordingly, at his death no oppofition was made to 
the fucceffioil to the office of Peifliwah of his eldeft 
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fon Ballajee Bajee Rao, who died in 1761, leaving 
three fons {Bifhwas Rao, who was killed in the 
battle of Panniput in 1762,) Madhoo Rao, and 
Narain R^o. Madhoo Rao, the fecond fon, fuc- 
ceed^d to the Mufnud of Poonah on his father's 
death, and dying in November 1772, was fuc- 
ceeded by his brother Narain Rao, who, in Auguft 
1773, was aflalhnated by his paternal uncle Rago- 
naut Rao, better known by the name of Ragobah. 
A few months after this event, Narain Rao's widow 
was delivered of a fon, who was named Sevajee 
Madhoo Rao, anc! who afcended the Mufnud, on 
which he continued until his death, which w^as oc- 

. cafioned, in 0£lober 1795, by -a fall from the ter- 
race of his palace. 

On the death of the fecond Madhoo Rao, Chim- 
najee Appa, the younger fon of Ragobah, v/as 
raifed to the Mufnud, but was afterwards depofed, 
and fucceded by his elder brother Bajee Rao, the 
prefent Peifliwah, who is the eldell: legitimate fon of 
the late Ragobah. During the reign of the fecond 
Madhoo Rao, Bajee Rao, the prefent Pciflnvah, 
and his brother, were confined in the fort of Ju- 
neer hear Poonah. 

After a calamitous reign of fix years, during 
which Bajee Rao, the prefent Peilhwah, was, in the 
firft inftance, deprived, by the violence and ambition 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, of the due exercife of his 

, authority, and. kept in a ftate of the utmoft degra* 
dation and reftraint, and afterwards depofed and 
compelled by JefwuntR^o Holkar, on the 25th Oc- 
tober, to abandon his capital city of Poonah, and to 
take refuge in thjBritilh territories; thePei hwah, by 
the treaty of Baflein, was rcftored to the full enjoy- 
ment of his rights and legitimate power on the found- 

^ atioiaof the fupport of the Britiih Government, The 
treaty of Baflein being exclufiyely of a defenfivc 
nature, impofcs no reftraint upon any ftate "©r 

power. 
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power, which (hall refpe£l the rights and pofleflions 
of the Britifli Goyerninent and its allies ; nor c^n 
any right or power to interfere in the internal con- 
cerns of any of the 'Marhatta Chieftains, be derived 
from the ftipulations of that treaty, beyond the li- 
mits of the Peilhwah's legitimate authority, to main- 
tain which, is equally the duty of his fubjefts, feu* 
datories, and allies. 

The refult of thefe confiderations, combined with 
an attentive obfervatiort of the facts and arguments 
ftated in the notes to which this paper forms an 
appendix; of the conduct of the Britifli Govern- 
ment towardt? the Peifhwah, towards the Nizam, 
and towards all its allies, demonftrates in Jthe moft 
latisfactory and incontrovertible manner, that in con- 
cluding the Treaty of BaflTein with the Peifhwah, 
the views and intentions of the Britifli Government 
have been juft, amicable, and moderate; that the 
real and legitimate power of the Peifhwah is effec- 
tually fecured by this alliance J and ^:hat under the 
operation of his engagements with the Britifli Go- 
vernment, the Peii^iwah may confidently expeQ: to 
enjoy that tranquillity and fecurity, accompanied by 
refpecl and honour, which he has never experienced 
under the oppreflive influence of his own fubjects, 
fervants, or Feudatory Chieftains, and which he 
never could have attained by the aid of any other 
ftate or power. 

id. Jefwunt Rao Holkar. 
Mulhar Rao Holkar, the founder of this family, 
was an Officer in the fervice of the Jirfl Pehhwali 
Rajee Rao, and' was one of the earlie^ Marhatta 
adventurers in the expeditions to the northward. 
He received, about the year 1736, a portion of the 
province of Malwa in Jagheer ; and died in 1766 at 
Mulhar Ghur, a fmall fortrefs in one of his Jagheers, 
fituated about forty miles from Calpee. Mulhar 
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Rao Holkar* was fuccccded by his nephew Tucko^ 
jee Holkar, who died on the 15th Auguft, 1797, 
leaving two legitimate fons, the cldeft named Cafhy 
Rao, and the younger Mulhar Rao ; and two illegi- 
timate fons, Eithojee Holkar, and the prefent Chief- 
tain Jefwunt Rao Holkar. The capital of the Hol- 
kar territories' in Malwa was eftabliflied at Indore, 
a city about thirty miles South East of Ougein. 
The revenues of the Holkar family, previous to the 
commencement of the late difturbances in the pro- 
vince of Malwa, were eftimated to amount to eighty 
lacks of rupees, or about one MilHon fterling. 

Some time previoufly to the death of Tuckojee 
Holkar, that Chief obtained from the Peifhwah a 
Khelautf of invcftiture for his eldeft fon Cafliy Rao 
Holkar, as legitimate fucceflbr to the territoiial pof- 
feflipns of the Holkar family. A Jagheer to the 
annual amount of ten lacks of Rupees, was however 
fettled on Tuckojeie's younger legitimate fon Mulhar 
Rao, but no provifion was made for the illegitimate 
children, Jefwunt Rao and Eirhojee, who were left 
entirely dcpendanj on Cafhy Rao Holkar. 

Soon after the deceafc of Tuckojee Holkar, in 
1797, difputes arofe between Cafhy Rao and ^lul- 
har Rao, the latter claiming an equal divifion of his 
father's territories with CaQiy Rao, and both bro- 
thers repaired to the jcourt of Poonah, for the pur- 



* The anceftor of Mulhar Rao appears to have been too obfcure 
a pcrrbn to have excited any enquiries. Mulhar Rao had one fon^ 
naiDcd Khundch Rao, who was killed about the year 1754,01 
Deeg, in a battle againft the Jat Chief Soorooj Mul. Khundeh 
Rao had attained , the twenty-eighth year of bis age, and had no 
ifFue, but left a widow named Aheela Baee, who diud about five 
years agn, at Ctiolea Meyhafur on the north bank of tiie Nerbudda. 
She hud a Jagrreer allotted to her fupport, yielding an annual reire- 
1^0€ of 6 teevi lacks of rupees. 

f Khclaut is a drels of honour, conferred by a fuperlor on an 
inferior, oi> occa^ious of acce&on to office^ or as a mark of honour. 
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pofe of referring their claims to the decifion of his 
highnefs the reilhwah. 

On their arrival at Poonah, Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
with a view of ufurping the poiTeflions of the family; 
and, it is faid, in condderation of a payment of fiac 
lacks, of rupees, and of Cafliy Rao's renunciatioa 
of a claim on the l^lte Madhajee Scindiah to the 
extent of fixty lacks of rupees, efpoufcd the caufc of 
Cafliy Rao Holkar, and made a fudden and unex- 
pected attack in the month of September 17971 on 
Mulhar Rao, whom he flew with mofl: of bis ad- 
herents. 

Jcfwunt Rao and Eithojee Holkar had both at- 
tached themfelves to the interefl: of Mulhar Rto, 
and were at Poonah at the period of Mulhar Rao's 
death, Jefwunt Rao immediately fled to Nagpore> 
where he remained for fome time : Eithojee fled to 
Calappor, where he was taken while in the commif- 
fion of hoftilitics,fent to Poonah, and put to death. 

The perfon of Jefwunt Rao Holkar, at the in-" 
ftance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, was aJfo fecured by 
the Rajah of Berar, but Jefwunt Rao having found 
means to efi^ect his efcape from Nagpore, fled to 
Meyhafur on the Nerbudda, and aflembled forces, 
with which he gained feveral advantages againft 
the troops of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who remained 
at Poonah for .the purpofe of carrying into execu- 
tion his violent and ambitious fchen\es againlt the 
Peilhwah's authority and government. 

Dowlut Rao Scind ah however fcized the pe^faa 
of Khundch Rao, the infant and pofthumous Ton -of 
Mulhar Rao, (born a fliort time after Mulhar Rao's 
death,v in^ September 1797,) and pretended to go- 
vern the poflefllons of the Holktir family in the 
xiame of Cafliy Rao, whom Scindiah (fmce the 
death of Mulhar Rao) had kept in a ftate of depep- 
danc-e. ^ It is probable however that Scindiah's prin- 
cipal motive in fecuring the perfon of Khundeh 

Rao 



Digitized by 



Google 



i6 

Rao Holkar, was to obtain the entire controul of the 
affairs of the Holkar family, to adminifrer the go- 
vernment of their poffeffions in the name of the 
family, but to appropriate the revenues to his ov^rn 
-ufe. 

Both Cafliy Rad and Jefwunt Rao foon became 
fenfible of the views of Scindiah, and were frf deeply 
impreffed with -the neceffity of preventing their ac- 
compjifhment, that they agreed to reconcile their 
differences, as the only means of keeping the Hol- 
kar poffeffions in the family. 

A long conteft enfued between Dowlut Rao 
Swindiah and Jefwunt^ Rao Holkar, an^ continued 
until the commencement of the year 1802, when 
Holkar appears to have determined to change his 
plai> of hoflilities, and to make Poonah the theatre 
of his operations. Cafliy Rao Holkar had at this 
period of time refolved to maintain a flrift neutra- 
lity in the difputes between Jefwunt Rao and 
Scindiah;, and Jefwunt Rao now affefted that Khun- 
deh Rao (the fon of Mulhar Rao) was the legiti- 
mate head of the Holkar family. Jefwunt Rao ac- 
cordingly infifted that Khundeh Rao fhould be 
releafed from" confinement and acknowledged as 
the head of the family by Scindiah, and that the 
territory of the Holkar faniily fhould be committed 
to Jefwunt Rao's management^ as Minifter to his 
nephew Khundeh Rao. 

Holkar's oflenfible motive in proceeding to Poo- 
nah, vyas to affert the rights of his nephew, and to 
obtain from the Peifliwah, as legitimate Head of the 
Empire, a decifion in his favour. But the real views 
of Holkar appear to have been directed to a more 
important object. The weaknefs of the Peifliwah's 
government, and the entire annihilation of his autho- 
rity by Scindiah, had left the Peifliwah no means of 
opp6ling Holkar, or of compelling Scindiah to fur- 
render ihc perfon of Khundeh Rao into the liands 
~ < of 
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f)f Holkar ; and Holkar naturally concluded, that 
the moft fevere blow which he could ftrike agabft 
Scindiah's power, was to deftroy Scindiah's afcen- 
dancy.at Poonah, and to convert the authority of 
the Pei(hwah*s name into an ufeful inftrunient for 
his own aggrandizement. 

With thefe views, towards the middle of the year 
1802, Jefwunt Rao Holkar proceeded with a large 
force towards Poonah. Scindiah had been com- 
pelled (in, the month of December 1800, by Hoi- 
kar's hoftile movements,) to quit Poonah for the 
protcflion of his poffeflions in Malwa, and was at 
Ougein when Holkar.commenced his march towards 
Poonah. Being fenfible, however, of the danger to 
which he was expofed, by Holkar's movement to- 
wards Poonah, Scindiah detached a force Under the 
command of Suddaiheo Bhow, which reached the 
vicinity of Poonah at the clofe of the month of Sep- 
tember, and afterwards effected a jundtion with the 
troops belonging to the Pelfhwah. A general 
aflion enfued on the 25th 06lober, 1802, in which 
Suddafheo Bhow was entirely defeated, and JefwunJ: 
Rao Holkar became mafter of the city of Poonah, 
and of the Peilhwah's government. Jefwunt Rao 
Holkar having committed no aft of hoftility 

^ againft the Britifli Government, has hitherto been 
confidered as a friend* In the courfe of the late 
tranfa£lions, Holkar has more than once folicited 
the advice and aflSftance of the Britilh Government, 
and expreffly intimated a wilh for the mediation of 
the Britifh Refident at the court of Poonah for the 
purpofe of effecting an accommodation with the 
Peilhwah, and of adjufting his demands on JDowJiut 
Rao Scindiah. Under inftruftions from the Cover* 

nor General, Colonel Clofe, the Refident, a£tual]y 
endeavoured to perfuade the Peifhwah to offei: fuch 

^onceffions to Holkar as might induce that Chief- 
tain to compromife the fubiifting differences ; but 
the Peifliwah has hitherto manifefted an infuperable 
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fiverfion to offer any conceflion to Holkar, whom he 
confiders to be a rebel againft the legitimate autho- 
rity of the fovereigrf executive power of the Mar- 
hatta Empire. 

If any argument is required to confirm tKe policy 
of the late engagements which were concluded at 
Baflein between the Pcifliwah and the Britifli Go- 
vernment, it may be found in a confideration of the 
a61ual ftate of Holkar's power, and of the territories 
of the Peifliwah, at the period when the Governor 
General interpofed the power of the Britifh Go- 
vernrnent for the recoveVy of the Peifliwah's juft au- 
thority, and for the fecurity againft the dangers of 
contiguous anarchy and confufion, of the dominions 
of the Company, and of its allies and dependants, 
particularly thofe of the Nizam and the Rajah of 
My fore. 

After the power of the Peifliwah had been anni- 
hilated by the fuccefs of Hdkar iagainft the united 
arms of the Peilhwah and Dowluf Rao Scindiah, it 
could not be expe£ted tha^his Highnefs would have 
been reftored to the efficient exercife of his autho- 
rity, either by Jefwunt Rao Holkar, or by Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. 

1 he defign of Holkar to engrofs the whole power 
and authority of the ftate of Poonah^ was dcmon- 
fi rated by his aQual ufurpation, and by the project , 
which he formed, and endeavoured to accomplifh, 
of placing on the Mufnud of Poonah a new Pei{h- . 
V ah, or of reftoring Bajee Rao to the Mufnud, under 
circumftanccs of reftraint, which would have fe- 
.cured to Holkar th? whole military power and civil 
, authority of the ftate. It cannot be doubted that 
motives of ambition and inveterate enmity agairfft 
Dowlut Rao Scindiab, wo\ild, in that event,, have 
/induced Jefvmnt Rao Holkar to direct his arms , 
againft the pofleffions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah; and' 
the acceilion of rriilitary power and refources, which 
Holkar would have acquired by the permanent 
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cftabliibment of his authority in the (late of Poonah, 
would probably have enabled him to profecute his 
views of conqueft with fuccefs. 

If, on the other band, the arms of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah had ultimatejy triumphed over thofe of 
Holkar, the power and refources of the ftate of 
Poonah, together with thofe of Holkar, would have 
been added to thofe of Scindiah ; and a ftate would 
have been formed in the hands of Scindia,' compre- 
hending nearly the whole Marhatta dominion (with 
the exception of Berar), and poflefling the nominal^ 
authority of the Peilliwah, and of the Moghol, vvith 
a confiderable revenue, abundant military refources, 
a powerful artillery, and a numerous army, under 
die difcipline and command of French officers. 

No ultimate iffue of the diftra£tions at that time' 
exifting in the Marhatta Empire, could therefore 
reafonably be fuppofed, which would not have con- 
folidatcd under one head, a degree of power and 
dominion dangerous to the Britifti Government, to 
the extent in^ which the balance of contending in- 
terefts in the. Marhatta Empire fhould have been 
difturbed, and in proportion to, the means which a 
power fo confojidated would poflefs, of eventually 
co-operating with the Government of France inhof- 
tile defignsragainft the, Britifli Empire in India. 

The convulfions in the Marhatta ftate might pof- 
fibly haye continued for fome time, and might have 
afforded a temporary fecurity to the Britifti Govern- 
ment agalnft any hoftile defigns on the part of the 
Marhattas, either fingly or united with an European 
power. But the effefts of fuch confufion muft 
fpeedily have extended to the contiguous dominions ^ 
of our Ally the Nizam, and ultimately to thofe of 
the Company, and would hav£ compelled the Britifli 
Government to engage in the conteft. 

The eftabliftiment of Holkar's power at Poonah 
would probably have occafioned demands ou the 
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part of that Chieftain upon his Highnefs the Nizam ; 
but, even under a contrary fuppofition, it is d^mon^ 
ftrable from the (late of the country, that Holkar 
could not long have maintained an army in the 
Dckan, without invading the dominions citlier of the 
Nizam or of the Company. 

The territory around Poonah, to a confiderable 
extent, having been entirely defolated by the troops 
of Holkar, that Chieftain would have been com- 
pelled to invade the territory of the Nizam, or to 
penetrate into the country fituated to the fouthward 
of the river Kiftna, for the fubfiftence of his numer- 
ous troops and .followers- 

The adoption of the latter alternative would have 
retarded, for fome time, the predatory incurfions of 
Holkar's troops into the territory of the Nizam or of 
the Company ; but' when the immediate refources of 
the Peiftiwah's fouthem provinces fhould have been 
cxhaufted, Holkar would have been compelled to 
draw the means of fubfiftence for his troops from the 
plunder of the Company's contiguous territories, on 
the refources of which we muft principally have de- 
pended for the fupply of our troops in the conteft^ 
which that irruption would have tendered inevi- 
table. If, therefore, the Britifli Government had 
not adopted meafures for the reftora^tion of the Peifh^ 
wah's authority, either the Company's territories, or 
thofe of our ally the Nizam, would have been -ex- 
pofed to all the evils of war, while neither the 
Company nor the Nizam undet fuch circumftances, 
could have poffeiTed the means, which both now 
command, of averting the war from their own do- 
minions, and of accelerating its profperous conclu- 
sion by a vigorous fyftem of attack upon the enemy. 

The reftoration of thp Peifliwah, therefore, under 

the proteftion of the Britifh power, was a meafure 

indifpenfably reqiiifitc for tha defence, not only of 

the territories of our allies, but of our own poffef^ 

I fions 
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Cons bordering the Marhatta dominions in the ps- 
ninfulfi of Indral* 

3d. Dowlut Rao Scincjiah/ * . 

Ranojee Scindiah, the founder of this family, was 
born at Putteelee near Poonah, and ferved firft under 
^ Chief, named Bajee Rao, who cornmanded the 
body guard of Bajee Rao, the firft Pcifhwah, and 
grandfartier to the prefent Peifhwah. ^rom this 
inferior ftation, he gradually rofe in the fervice of 
Bajee Rao the' Peifhwah, and afterwards accom- 
panied him in the expedition, which was under- 
taken at the clofc of the reign of Rajah Sahoojee 
againft the province of Malwa. This province wa6 
afterwards divided into three parts, of which the 
firft was allotted to Bajee Rao, thei Peifhwah, the 
fccond to the Rajdh of Sattarah, the third to the 
family of Holkar. As a reward for the fervices 
which Ranojee Scindiah rendered in the expeditioa 
againft Malwa, Bajee Rao granted a confiderable 
portion of the fliares belonging to himfelf and to the 
Rajah of Sattarah, to Ranojee Scindiah, which grant. 
was afterwards confirmed in Jagheer to his defcend- 
ants, by the Jlajah of Sattarah. On the death of 
Ranojee Scindiah, Madhajee Scindiah, his fifth fon, 
fucceeded to the management of bis patrimonial 
inheritance, of which Ougein was the capital, and 
by a train of fuccefsful operations, was enabled to 
appropriate to himfelf a confiderable part of the 
province of Malwa, belonging to the government of . 
Poonah, as well as to extend his domains over a 
great part of Hindoftan, and of the Rajpoot ftates ; 
and to obtain pofTcflion of the perfon and nominal 
authority of the Great Moghul, of whom he was the 
oftenfible Miniften 

Madhajee Scindiah die4 on the 12th February 
1794, without male ifTue, and was fucceeded on the 3d 
of March following, by his nephew and adopted fon» 
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Dowltit Rao Scindiah, whofe violence, rapacitjr, 
and lawlefs ambition, have been the mafn caufes o£x 
the prelent war with the confederate Marhatta 
Chieftains. 

4th. Ragojee Bhooflah. 
The nnceftor of the present Rajah of Berar, the 
firft Ragojee Bhooflah, died in 1749, and tranf- 
mitted his Government * to his fon Janojee, v^ho 
dying in 1772, left his inheritance to the prefcnt 
Rajah, the fon of Janojee*s youiTger brother Mood- 
hajee Bhooflah. This occafioned a contention be- 
tween Janojee's brothers Sabajee and Moodhajee. 
The former claimed the Covernment in right of 
priority of birth, and -the latter as father and guar- 
dian of the adopted child. They were accordingly 
engaged in hoftility untilthe death of Sabajee, who 
was killed in an engagement with his brother on 
^he 27th January 1775. From that period the 
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Governrhent of Berar was holden by Moodhajee 
Bhooflah *, who died at an advanced age on the 
igth May 1788, and was fucceeded by his fonRa- 
gojee Bhooflah, the prefent Rajah of Be>ar. 

The view's which this Chieftain and Dowlut Jlao 
Scindiah are known to have entertained with reJfpeSt 
to the fupreme^ authority of the Marhatta State, 
afford the means of forming a correal judgment of 
the motives which may have rendered chofe Chief<^ 
Jains defirous offubverting the Treaty -of Baffein, 
although they admitted that Treaty to be equitable 
in its general principle, and to furnilh additional 
fecurity for the juft rights of the feudatol'y Chief- 
tains of the Marhatta Empire, and efpeciaily of 
their own. 

The whole courfe of Dow^lut Rao Scindiah's pro- 
ceedings fince his acceflion to the dominions of his 
uncle Madhajee Scindiah, has manifefted a fyftematic 
defign of eftablifliihg an afcendancy in the Mar^ 
hatta State upon the ruins of the Peifliwah's autho- 
lity. 

The Government and perfon of thePeifliwah have 
long been placed under a degrading fubjcdtioh to 
the oppreffive^ontrol and unwarrantable ufurpation 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who had remained with a 
numerous army in the vicinity of the Peiihwah's 
capital for a confiderable period of time. 

The ufurpation of Scindiah exifted in full force at 
the commencement of the lad war, between the 
Company, and Tippoo Sultaun, and the undue in- 



• It appears, however, that Moodhajee Bhooflah, m all State 
Papers, joined his fon's name to his own^ and though he did not 
alk)\v him to interfere in- bufinefs, yet he treated the youth as the 
heir apparent ; Moodhajee Bhooflah was therefore a Regent by 
right during his Ton's niinoriry^and probably by fufferance after- 
wards. Ragojee Bhooflah is about fotty-feven years of age, and 
has one fon, Furfojee Bhoofliih, twenty- feven years old. - 
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fluente of Scindiah in the Marhatta Empire In tliat 
crifis, not dnly deprived the Britifh Government of 
every benefit from the nominal alliance of the 
Peiihwah, at the commencement, and during the 
progrcfs of the war, but afforded pofitive encou- 
ragement to the caufe of Tippoo Sultaun> and me- 
naced the Nizam's dominions prevjoufly to the ckx 
puHion of the French from Hyderabad in Oftober 
1798, and fubfequently in 1799, while the Nizam's 
contingent was aftually employed with the Britifh 
army in the common caufe of the triple , alliance 
againfl: Tippoo Sultaun. 

At that time Scindiah was reftrained from the 
aftual invafion of the Nizam's dominions, by the 
direft interpofition of the Britifli Government. His 
influence, however, and the terror of his violence 
and power, continued to rule the Court of Poonah, 
and to alarm the Court of Hyderabad, until the 
exigency of his affairs jn the North of Hindoftan, 
opcafioned principally by the fuccefsful progrefs 
of Jefwunt Rao Holkar's arms, compelled Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah to retire from Poonah in the year 
1800, for the proteftion of his own territories. 

The complete cftabhfhment of Hylkar's autho- 
rity at Poonah, by the defeat of Scindiah's troops' 
in Oflober 1 802, required the utmoft exeftion of 
Scindiah's power figainft' that a£live and powerful 
enemy. 

Had Scindiah fucceeded in fubverting the power 
of Holkar, it cannot l^^e doubted that he would have 
taken advantage of that-fuccefs, for the complete 
cftabHflimcnt of his own undue authority in the ftate^ 
of Poonah i he would probably have re-inftated the 
Peifliwah Bajee Rao in his Government, or would 
have raifed another to the Mufnud, to be the pa- 
geant of his own power ; or would have ufurped the 
lupreme niinillerialauihority in his own name, if the 
difpolitiou of the other Chieftains of the Marhatta 
. Empire 
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Empire (Iiould Have encouraged an expectation of 
their acquiefcence in that ambitious projeft. 

The uniform tenor of Scindiah's conduft, the in- 
variable principles of Afiatic policy, and the perfonal 
charafter, habits^ and difpofition of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, preclude the fuppofjtion that he would 
have abandoned the abfolute power which he would 
have acquired by the fubvei'ffon of Holkar's ufur- 
pation; and'would have adopted the liberal policy 
q£^f^oririg the exiled PeiQiwah to tne .exerclfe/ 
of^the eftabliflied executive authority of the Em- 
pire. 

In the moment of alarm, which fuccceded the fig- 
. nal fuccefs of Jefwunt Rao Holkar, Dowlut Rao. 
Scindiah folicited the co-operation of the Britilh 
Government, under the pretext of reftoring the 
Peifhwah'$ authority. He probably expefted, that 
the aid of a detachment of Britifli troops would have 
enfured his Aiccefs againft Holkar, without control- 
ling his projeft of reftoring hisrown undue afcend- 
ancy at Poonah on a more fecure and extenfive bafis. 
It now appears that the a6iive and powerful exer- 
tions employed by the Britifli Government, at the 
exprefs folicitation of the Peifliwah, for his High- 
nefs's complete reftoration to the Mufnud of Poo- 
nah, were neither defired nor expe6led by Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. The a6tual reftoration of the Peifh-^" 
• wah to the Government of Poonah, under the exclu^ 
five protedlion of the Britifli power, and the conclu- 
fion of engagements calculated to fecure to his 
Highnefs the due exercife of his legitimate autho- 
rity on a permanent foundatlciii, deprived Dov^lut 
; Jlao Scindiah of every hope of accomplifliing the , 
objefts of his ambition, injuftice, and rapacity, fa 
long as the alliance (hould be fuccefsfully main- 
tained. 

This ftatement of hSts fufficiently explains the 
anxiety of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to cffett the fub- 
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verfiori of an arrangement, the juilice and equity of 
which he was compelled to acknowledge. 

The motives which muft be fuppoftd to have in- 
fluenced the Rajah of Berar in combining his power 
with that of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, for the fubver* 
fion of the alliance concluded between the Britifh 
Government and the Peifhwah, were manifeftly fimi- 
lar to thofe which a£luated the conduct of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah. 

The Rajah of Berar has always maintained p|^ 
tendons to the fupreme authority in the Marhaua 
Empire, founded on his affinity to the reigning 
Rajah of Sattarah, and in the courfe of a conference 
with the Native Secretary of •the Refident with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the 14th of June 1803,, 
diftinftly avowed thofe pretenfions. 

Convinced that the permanency of the defenfive 
alliance concluded between the Britifh Government 
and the Peifliwah would preclude all future oppor^ 
tunity of accomplifhing^ the objeft of his ambition, 
the Rajah of B^rar appears to have been equally 
concerned with Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the fuh- 
verfion of that alliance. 

Although the views. afcribed to thofe Chieftains 
were manifeftly incompatible with the accomplifh* 
ment of their refpe6tive defigns, tTie removal of an 
obftacle which would effettually preclude the fuc- 
cefs of either Chieftain, in obtaining an afcendancy 
iat Poonah, conftituted an objeft of common interell . 
to both, It appears alfo to be probable, that thofe 
Chieftains, fenlible that the combination of their 
power afforded the only profpe£t of fubverting the 
alliance concluded between the Britifh Government 
and the Peifhwah, agreed to compromile their 
reipeclive and-cbntraditlory projefts, by an arrange- 
ment for the partition of the whole power and 
dominion of the Marhatta State. 

But whatever xm.y have been the fpecific objects 
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bf Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, the operation of 
the Treaty of Bafleinwas evidently calculated To 
preclude the accomplifliment of any ambitious pro- 
jeds on the part of thofe Chieftains, and to confine* 
their power and authority within the j'uft limits of 
their refpeftive dominions. / 

Under this view of the fubjefV, a fufficient caufe 
will be difcovered of the hoftile condu£l of thofe 
Chieftains, although no juft ground of complaint 
Ihould tvcn have been alledged by them againft the 
Britifh Government, or any defign imputed .to us in 
any degree injurious to the fecurity of the acknow- 
ledged rights and independance of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, or of the Rajah of Berar. ' 



Southern Jagheerdars of the Marhatta Empire. 

' The fubordinate Chieftains occupying territory to 
the South of Poonah, may be divided into two 
elaffes : Firft, the Rajahs and Hereditary Jagheer- 
dars ; and fecond, Officers of the Government of 
Poonah who command troops or forts. ' 

The principal Chieftains of the firft clafs are, 
i. The Rajah of Colapore, who is of the fame 
family as the Rajah of Sattarah. » Although this 
Chieftain, therefore, may have fubmitted^ to the 
power of the Peilhwah, it would be an inverfion of 
the principles on which the authority of the Peifh- 
wah refts, tofuppofe that the Peifhwah could demand 
perfonal allegiance from a branch of the family of 
which he is the oftenfible Minifter. On this account 
the Peilhwah addrefles the Rajah of Colapore as a . 
fuperior, and treats him as fuch on all occafions of 
form or public ceremony. The Rajah maintains 
i;^oo horfe, and 3000 peons, and is ftatcd to enjoy a 
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revenue of between twenty and twenty-five lacks of 
rupees. * 

c. The Putwurdun Family, who are Cokan Bra- 
mins. Gopaul Hurry, the rather of the late Purfe- 
ram Bhow, left feven fons, who are all deccafed, 
and of whom the four eldeft, (namely, Gopaul Rao, 
Purferam Bhow, Ragonaut Rao, and Pandrung. 
Rao,) left ifTue. The property and Jagheers of the 
Putwurdun family are now divided between 'the 
fons of tliefe four Chiefs, who are, Firft, Balajee 
Gopaul. Rao, the fon of the fecond Gopaul Rao. 
As the fenior branch of the family, Ballajee Gopaul 
Rao poflefies Meritch and the neighbouring diftrifts, 
yielding a revenue of about four lacks of rupees^ he 
maintains a force of about two hundred horfe and 
one thotifand.:five hundred foot. Second, Appah 
Sahib, the fon of Purferam Bhow, refides at Jum- 
condah, one of his Jagheers,and enjoys a revenue of 
about four lacks of rupees ; he maintains a fixed 
eftablifliment of five hundred horfe and one thoufand 
foot, and has occafionally hired other troops. for the 
purpofe of ravaging the country of the Rajah of 
.'Colapore, with whom h<e has been at war fince the 
death of his father Purferam Bhow, who was killed 
iri 1799, ^" ^^ engagement with the Rajah near the 
town;, of Cdapofe. Third, Trimbuck Rao Rago- 
naut Rap refides at Karandwar, the chief town of 
his Jagheef, which yields an annual revenue of 
about two lacKs of rypees. His quota is three hun* 
dred hgrfe ; but he alfp has enlifl:ed, ^t difi^erepE 
times, troops to afljft his coufin Appah Sahib againft 
the Rajiih of Colapore. Fourth> Chintamenee 
Rao Pandrung, fon of Pandrung Rao, has a Jagheer 
yielding four and half lacks of rupees, and refides- 
at Hereepoor ; he maintains a fixed efl:ablifliment 
of /even hundred cavalry, and foUr hundred horfe> 
and lately encreafed his cavalry for the purpofe 
of plundering the country of Colapore, 
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3. The Raftia Family, who are\alfo Cokan Bra* 
mins, and have long pofleffed power and reputation 
in the ftate of Poonah. Anund Rao, the father of 
the prefent Chiefs of the family, left five fons, and 
deriv^cd great influence from his connexion- with 
Nana Furjiavefe, (principal Miniiicr under the 
Peilhwah Madhoo Rao the fecond, of the Marhatta 
Empire for near twenty-five years,) who'piarried one 
of Anund Rao's daughters. The p6wer of the 
Railia family has, arice the death of Anund Rao, 
been united in the perfon of his eldeft fon, Madhoo 
Rao Raftia, to whom all the other fons of Anund 
Rao pay implicit obedience. The Pu^twurdun and 
Raftia families are connefted by marriage; they 
have feveral times been on bad terms finee the deaik 
of die late Peifliw^h Madhoo Rao in 1795, but are 
now friends. Madhoo Rao colle<9:s a reverfue of 
about twenty Tacks of rupees, and refides at Bada- 
mee ; he maintains a force, of four thoufand horfe, 
and four thoufand peOns, and lately hired an addi- 
tional force of plundering horfe, whom he employed 
againftthe Rajali of Shoiapore, with whom he con- 
ftantly carries on a predatory warfare. 

4. Kiftien Rao Appah Dalheo, Jagheerdar of 
Nepaunee, has a fmall revenue, and maintains onlv 
three hundred horfe and four hundred peons : he is 
at variance with the Rajah of Colapore. 

5. Malajee Gooparah, who holds in Jagheer, the 
towns and diftri£ts oif Tumba, Indie, and Almil, 
frpm which he derive? a revenue of one lack of 
rupees ; he maititains fix hundred horfe, for which 
he is allowed, pay by Government. 

6. Purfcram Pundit is a Chief of fome confe- 
quence ; he poffefles, to the Sputhward of Poonah, 
Bijapoor Bagawarah, and fome land in the Cokan : 
hi$ revenue is eftimate^d at ten lacks of rupees, and 
he maintains a force of three thoufand horfe. 

7. Pandrung Bauboo Rao poflfeffes in Jagheer 
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the town and diftri£l of Baramuttee, and fome adja- 
cent villages, from which he derives a revenue fufE-* 
cient to maintain one thoufand horfe. 

8. Jaun Rao Nemalkur, Jagheerdar of Puttun, a 
town near Panderpoor, on the banks' of the Bee- 
mah, maintains ^ne thoufand and five hundred 
horfe. 

9. Venketerow; Jagheerdar of Nurgoond and 
Ramdroog, has a revenue of one lack and twenty-five 
thoufand rupees, and maintains fi^ve hundred peons 
to garrifon his forts : he has obtained fome con- 
fequence by the marriage of his daughter to the 
youngeft fon of the late Purferam Bhow, and of his 
fori to the fitter of Baupoo Ghoklah ; and the latter 
Chief, in confequcnce of this connexion, leaves his 
family and property in Nurgoond, whenever he is 
engaged on a diftant expedition. 

10. Sedaftieva Pundit pofleffes in Jagheer the fort 
and diftridt of Belgham, which yields a revenue of 
about forty thoufand rupees : he maintains a force 
of one ihoufand horfe and two thoufand peons, 
which is fupported by the revenue of his Jagheers to 
the liorthward of Poonah. 

11. Dowjut Rao Goorparah, the. brother of the 
famous Morari * Rao, of Ghqoty^ is Jagheerdar of 
the town and diftrift of Gujinderghur, which has 
long been in his family. It was taken by Tippoo 
Sultaun in 1786, but recovered in 1792, and reftored 
to this family, wlio are highly refpefted among the 
Marhattas, nptwithftanding they have loft th^t 
power which they formerly poffeffed. Dowlut Rao 
Goorparah has' a revenue of about tl>ree lacks of 
rupees, and maintains a force of three hundred horfe 

• A perfon of^this family arrived in Major-General WeJleflcy's 
camp on the nth November, foif the purpofe of negociating the 
terms of peace on the part of Dowlut Rao Stindiah. — /^/V^ 
Ojfidal Cazctts in /i^^cndti<i D. 
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and -three hundred peons, which form the garrifon 
of the fort of Gujinderghur. 

12. Malaferja Dalheo, *the Rajah of Khytore, 
poffcffes the country of Khytore, which yields a 
revenue of four lacks of rupees: he maintains a 
force of one thoufand horfe and four thoufand peons, 
and is bound to pay an annual peifticufh or tribute 
to the J^eilhwah, of nxty or feventy thoufand rupees- 

. The Chiefs of the fecond clafs are Officers of 
Government, commanding Troops and Garrifons. 

1. Bapoo Ghoklan, who is the fon of Dhondiah 
Punt Ghoklah, a Cokan Bramin, and Commander of 
one hundred horfe of the Pagah or Stable Horfe of 
Government, which accompanied Purferam Bhow 
to Seringapatam in 1792. Bapoo Ghoklah com- 
mands a force of two thoufand horfe, befides Pinda- 
rics, of whom he has at leaft one thoufand. He has 
alfo one thoufand infantry, with two or three guns. 
The only permanent refources which Bapoo Ghok- 
lah has for paying this force, are the revenues of the 
Guduck and Nuwulgund diftri6Vs, which his father 
feized, and which produce near five lacks of rupees 
per annum. He however derives confiderable re- 
fources from the plunder of the country in the vicU 
nity of his diftri£i:s. 

2. Gunput Rao Paunfeh, Commander of the 
Artillery, is an old and diftinguiflied Officer of the 
Government of Poonah, and enjoys the diftrifts of 
Matcovee and Hoongoond (yiejding' one lack of 
rupees per annum), as ^ perfonal Jagheer. Gunput 
Rao has alfo the management of Rannec Bednore 
and Hungul, which are the perfonal Jagheers of 
Rapram Choudry, (ap' Officer in the fervice of the 
Peiffiwah,) and which produce an annual revenue 
of about one lack and twenty-five thoufand rupees. 

3. Bapoojee Wettel, who attended the Peifli- 
^ wah to Baflein^ and commands five hundred horfe. 
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4. Bappoo Wettel Seo Deo commands fix hun- 
dred horfej he is not a native of the fouthern pro- 
vtn(^es of the Poonah ftate, but entered the iefvicc 
at the fame time as Gunput Rao Paunfch. . • 

5. Ball Kirtien Gungadur commands five hundred 
horfe, and entered the fervice of the Peifhv^^ah 
at the fame time with Gunput Rao Paiinfeh aiid Seo 
Deo. 

6. Bapoojce Rao Scindiah, Killadar of Darwar, 
was placed in chtrge of that fortrefs, in the year 1794, 
by the late Peifhwah : he maintains a garrifon of . 
eight hundred peons and one hundred and twenty 
horfe ; for the payment of which, and other expenfes 
of the fort, he is allpwed the diftri£ts of Butgerah 
and Mardagy, which yield a revenue of one lack and 
twenty thoufand rupees per annum. ^ 

Bapoojee Scindlah lately ihcreafed his troops to 
the number of two thoufand horfe and three thoufand 
peons, to make war on the Rajah of Khytorc, who 
has attacked the diftrifts committed to his manage- 
ment. 

7. The town and diftrifts of Anagherree and 
Purfaghur belong to, Amrut Rao, (adopted fon of 
the late Ragobah, father of the prefent Peifhwah,) to 
whom they were given by the prefent Peilhwah> 
Bajee Rao, on his afcending the Mufnud of Poonah, 
They produce a revenue of fifty thoufand rupees 
per annum, and are managed for Amrut Rao by a 
t)erfon named Anuud Rao Lul^lee. 

In addition to the Chieftains and Jagheerdars 
already enumerated, the Pattan family, who fo long 
pofleflbd the extenfive province of Savanore, (which 
confided of twenty-two talooks, or diftri£ts, and 
includes the greattft part of the territory belonging 
to the Marhattas South of the Kiftft^^^^rfequire to be 
particularly noticed, . *■ 

Mujud Khan, the g-randfather of the prefent 
^fawaub of Savanore, tvas attacked^ in the year 
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tj^Gj by the combined forces of the Pelfhwah 
and Salabut Jung, the Soubahdar of the Dekan> 
and 'was compelled to purchafe a peace by the 
furrender of eleven talooks ^one half of .his pof-* 
feffions) to his enemies. He died foon after this 
event, and left his country to his fon Hakeem 
Khan, who contra6ted an intimate alliance with 
Hyder*Ally Khan, which was afterwards cemented 
by feveral Intermarriages. Hyder Ally fupported 
Hakeem Khan fo effefetually againft the Marhattas, 
that Hakeem Khan recovered almoft all the talooks 
which he hadioft, and continued in a ftate of pro- 
fperity during the life of Hyder. 

The death of the latter Prince in 178a occafioned 
the ruin of the family of Savanore : they were 
attacked and expelled from their country by Tippoo 
Sultaun,whom they had juftly provoked by joining 
the Marhattas. Hakeem Khan, who had fled to- 
wards Poonah, did not long furvive his misfortunes^ 
He left feveral fons ; the eldeft, Abdul Kheir Khan, 
refided at Seringapatam, where he had married the 
daughter of Hyder Ally Khan. On the conclufion 
of the peace of 1792, Savanore came into the pof- 
feflion of the Peifhwah, who provided for Huflain 
Khan, the fecond fon' of Hakeem Khan, by givinjg 
him in Jagheer the town and diftrid: of Savanore, 
producing about 50,009 rupees pel" annum. 

Tippoo Sultaun being apprized of this arrange- 
ment, permitted Abdul Kheir Khan to proceed froni 
Seringapatam, for the purpofe of claiming his patri- 
mony. On reaching Savanore, Kheir Khan's young- 
er brother (Huflain Khan,) refufed to admit his right; 
Kheir Khan therefore went to Poonah, and obtained 
from, the Minifter Nana Furnavefe, a decifion in his 
favour, as eldeft fon of Hakeem Khan. Nana Fur- 
navefe granted him a funnud to take pofleflion of 
Savanorc> to which he dire<^ted Purferam Bhow to 
enforce obedience. 
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'When the rebel Dhoondiah Waugh,in 1800, err- 
tered Savanore, Abdul Kheir Khan placed himfelf 
under the proteftion of the Britifh army ; afteV the 
death of Dhoondiah, General Wellefley made an 
arrangement to fecure^to Kheir Khan the receipt of 
the revenues of his Jagheer ; but the diftraded ftate 
of the Province of Savanore, fince that period> not 
only defeated Major General Wellefley's arrange- 
ment, but compelled Kheir Khan to retire to Soon- 
dah, v^^here he began to raife troops. Being pre- 
vented from completing his levies by Genefd Wel- 
lefley, he has fince returned to Savanore, where he 
now reiides with his w^hole family. 

Few of the a6tual Jagheerdars have any. legal 
hereditary right to their prefent poffefiions, which 
have in general been granted to their anceftors for 
military fervice. The Pei(hwah*s Government how- 
ever has for fome years been too weak to attempt 
the refumption of their grants, or to infift on the* 
performance of the conditions of fervice on whigh 
they were originally made; and the changes of for- 
tune which have befallen the diflferent Jr^gheerdars, 
have been occafioned more by their difputes with 
eacK other, than by any exertion of authority on the 
part of the Government of Poonah, of which they 
are the nominal fervantsr. 

The Officers of Government, who have been in- 
trufted with the command of troops and garrifons, 
have been almoft invariably induced by the weak- 
nefs of the Government of Poonah, by the convul- 
fions which have ' fo long difturbed the Marhatta 
Empire, and by the example of others, to endeavour 
to render their authority permanent, and, in fome 
cafes, hereditary in their own family. The accom- 
plifhment of tHis objeft has been facilitated by the 
manner in which they are paid by the Goverh- 
menl of Poonah for their fervices, \^hich is always 
done by orders upon the revenues of the countries 
2 in 
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in which they arc employed. This fyftem gradually 
leads to the complete eftablifliment of their perfonal 
authority, and the fubverfion of that of the Peifli- 
wah. 

It is alfo cuftomary to affign the revenues, of a 
diftria for a ftated period to fuch Jagheerdars ^s 
may have incurred an expenfe in the fervice of the 
Peifhwah, beyofid the produce of their Jagheers, 
and fuch temporary, grants are often permanently 
annexed to their former poffefilons. 

The temporary allotment of a country to a Jag- 
heerdar, or the aflignment of revenue to an Officer 
of Government for the payment of his troops, ufual- 
ly terminates in the independant eftablifliment of 
the Jagheerdar, or Officer in the alTigned country, 
or in a ruinous conteft for the recovery of the rights 
of the State., This fyftem makes every province in 
the Marhatta Empire a fcene of petty warfare, and 
has enabled fubjeas of the State to affume righfs 
to which they have no other claim than thatof ufur- 
pation and violence. 

From this ftatc of weaknefs and inefficiency, the^ 
Government of Poonah may confidently expeft to 
be relieved by the operation of the Treaty of Baffeio, 
which, at the fame time that it entitles the Peifhwah 
to the whole exertion of the Britifti power in the 
event of any emergency which may require the aid. 
of the Company for the external defence and pro- 
teftion of his Government and poflcffions, is calcu- 
lated to enforce a due fubmiffion to his authority with- 
in his immediate dominions, to preferve his terri- 
tories from internal anarchy, and to promote the 
happinefs and tranquillity of his fubjeds, and the 
general profperity of his country. i 
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APPENDIX C. 



Treaty of Bajfehu 



TREATY of perpetual, and general defenfive 
alliance, between the Honourable Englifli 
Eaft India Company, and his Highnefs the Peifli- 
wah Bajee Rao, Rogonaut Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur, his children, heirs, and fuccefibrs, fettled 
by Lieutenant Colonel -Barry Clofe, Refident at the 
court of his Highnefs, by virtue of the powers dele- 
gated to him by his Excellency the Moll Noble Rich- 
ard \4arquis Wellefley, Knight of the Moftllluftrious 
Order of St. Patrick, one ot his' Britannic Majefty^'s 
Moft Honourable Privy Council, Governor General 
in Council, appointed by the Honourable Court of 
Directors of the faid Honourable Company, to 
dire6l and controul all their affairs in the Eaft In- 
dies, 

Whereas, by the blefllng of God, the relations 
of peace ahd friendfhrp have uninterruptedly fub- 
fifted for a length of time, between the Honourable 
^Englifli Eaft-lndia Company, and his Highnefs Rao 
Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, and have been con- 
firmed at different periods, by treaties of amity and 
union ; the powers aforefaid adverting to the com- 
plexion of the times, have determined, with a view- 
to the prefervation of peace and tranquillity, to enter 
into a general defenfive alliance, for the complete^ 
and reciprocal protection of their refpedtive territo- 
ries, t^ogethcr with thofe of their feveral allies and 

depen- 
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dependants, againft the unprovoked ag^greffions, 
or unj^ft encroachments of all or any enemies what- 
ever* 

' Article I. The peace, union, and friendfliip, fo 
long fubfilling between the two States, ihall be pro- 
moted and encreafed by this treaty, and fhall be 
perpetual. The friends and enemies of either, (hall 
be the friends and enemies of both ; arid the con- 
trafting parties agree, that all the former treaties 
and agreements between the two States, now in 
force, and not contrary to the tenor of this engage- 
ipent, fhall be confirmed by it. 

Article II. If any Power or State whatever fhall 
commit any a£i of unprovoked hoftility or aggref- 
lion, againfl either of the contrafting parties, or 
againfl their refpedive dependants or allies, and, 
after due reprefentation, fhall refufe ^to ^nter into 
amicable explanation, or fliall deny the juft fatisfac- 
tion or indemnity which the contrafting parties fhall 
hare required, then the contracting parties will pro- 
ceed to concert and profecute fuch further mea^ 
fures as the cafe fhall appear to demand. For the 
more diflinft explanation and efFeft of this agree- 
ment, the Governor General in Council, on behalf 
of the Honourable Company; hereby declares, that 
the Britifli Government will never permit any Power 
or State whatever to commit, with impunity, any a£t 
of unprovoked hoftility or aggrefiion againfl the 
rights and territories of his Highnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahaudur ; but will at all times maintain 
and defend the fame, in the fame maimer as the 
rights and territories of the Honourable Conipany 
are now maintained and defended. 

Article in. With a view to fulfil this treaty of^ 
general defence and protefction^ his Highnvjis Rao 

Pundit 



Digitized by 



Google 



59 ^ 

Pandit Purdhaun Bahaudur agrees to receive, and 
the Honourable Eafl India Company to furnifh, a 
permanent fubfidiary force of not lefs than fij^'thou- 
land regiriar native infantry, with the ufual propor- 
tion of field pieces, and European artillery men 
attached, and with the proper equipment of warlike 
ftores and ammunition; which force is to be accord- 
ingly ftationed in perpetuity in his faid Highnefs's 
territories. 

Article IV. For the regular payment of the 
whole expenfe ofthe faid fubfidiary force, his High- 
nefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur hereby affigns 
and cedes in perpetuity to the Honourable EaQ:- 
India Company, all the territories detailed in the 
fcheduie annexed to this treaty. 

Article V. As it may be found, that certain of 
the territories ceded by the foregoing article to the 
Honourable Company, maybe inconvenient from* 
their fituation, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur* for the purpofe of rendering the boun- 
dary line of the Honourable Company's pofleffions 
a good and well defined one, agrees, that fuch ex- 
changes of talooks or lands (hall be made hereafter, 
on terms of a fair valuation of their refpedtive reve- 
nues, as the completion of the faid purpofe may re- 
quire: And it is agreed and covenanted, that the 
territories to be affigned and ceded to the Honour- 
able Company by the fourth article, or in confe- 
qtience of the exchange ftipulated eventually in this 
article, Ihall be fubjefl to the cxclufive manage* 
ment and authority of the faid Company and of 
their Officers. 

Article VI. Notwithftanding the total annual 
expenfe of the fubfidiary force is eftimaied at twen- 
ty-five lacks of rupees, his faid Highnefs hath agreed" 

'^' * ' \ - . to 
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to cede, by article IV, lands eftimated to yield annu- 
ally the fum of twenty-fix lacks of rupees, the addi- 
tional lack being intended to meet poflible deficien- 
cies in the revenues of the faid lands, and fave the 
Honourable Company from lofs. 

Article VII. After the cOncIufion of this treaty, 
and as foon as the Britilh Refident (hall fignify to his 
Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, that the 
Honourable Company's Officers are preparcdto take 
charge of the diftri£ls ceded by article IV, his High- 
nefs will immediately iffue the neceflary purwan- 
nahs or orders to his Officers to deliver over charge 
of the fame to the Officers of the Honourable Com- 
pany ; and ft is hereby agreed and ftipulated, that 
all ^olleflions made by his Highnefs's Officers, fub- 
fequently to the date of this treaty, and before the 
Officers of the Honourable Company fhall have 
taken charge of the faid diftri6Vs, (hall be carried to 
the credit of the t^onourable Company ; and all 
claims to balances from the faid diftri£ls, referring 
' to periods ail tecedent to the conclufion of this treaty, 
Ihall be confidered as null and void. 

Article VIII. All forts fituated within the dif- 
tri6ts to .be ceded as afor-efaid, fhall be delivered to 
the Officers of the Honourable Company with the 
faid diftri£ts : And his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purd- 
haun Bahaudur engages, that the faid forts (hall be 
delivered to the Honourable Company without be- 
ing injured or damaged, and with their ordinary 
equipment of ordnance, ftores, and provifions, 

^rticje IX. Grain and all other articles of con- 
fumption, and provifions, and all forts of materials 
for wearing apparel, together with the neceflary 
numbers of cattle, horfcs, and camels, required for 
the ufe of the fubfidiary force, (hall be entirely ex- 
empted 
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«mpted from duties; and the Commanding OfficeVj 
and Officers of the ftiid fubfidiary force, ftiall be 
treated in all refpefts in a manner fuitaWe to the 
dignity and greatnefs of both States: the fubfidiary . 
force will at all times be ready to e^cecute fervices 
, of importance, fuch as the protection of the perfon . 
of his Highnefs, his heirs and fucceflfors ; the over- 
awing and chaftifement of rebels, or exciters of 
difturbance in his Highnefs's dominions, and due 
correftion of his fubjefts or dependants, who may 
withhold payment of the Sircars* juft claims; but ic 
is not to be employed on tr^fiing occafions, nor like 
Sebundy to be ftationed in the country to collect the 
revenues, noV againft any of the principal branches 
of the Marhatta Empire, nor in levying contribu-^ 
tions from Marhatca dependants in the manner of 
Mdolkgeery. 

Article X. Whereas much inconvenience has " 
arifen from cei-tain- claims and demands of the 
Marhatta State, afFe£ting the city of Surat, it is 
agreed, that a juft calculation ftiall be niade of the 
value of the faid claims by his Highnefs Rao Piindit 
Purdhaun Bahaudur and the Government of Bom- 
bay 5 and in confequence of the intimate friend- 
fhip now eftablifhed between the contracting par- 
ties, his Highnefs Rao rundit Purdhaun Bahaudur, 
agrees for himfelf, his heirs and fucceflbrs, to re- 
linquifli for ever, all the rights, claims, and privi- 
leges of the Marhatta State, affefting the faid city 
of Surat; and all collections on that account fiiall 
ceafe and determine from the day on which this 
treaty (hall be concluded; in conlideratipn of which 
act of friendship, the Honourable Eaft India C6m- 
pany agrees, that a piece of land, yielding a fum 
equal to the eftimated value of the faid claims of 
the Marhatta State, fliall be deducted from the 
diftricts ceded by Article IV; arid on the fame 
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^ principle, and from fimilar confiderations, his High- 
nefs f^urther agrees, that th^ amount of the collec- 
tions made for the Poonah State, under the title of 
Nogabundy, in the Purgunnahs of Chourafly and 
Chickley, (liall be aicertained by an average taken 
from the receipts of a certain number of years, or 
by fuch other mode of calculation as may be de- 
termined on; and his faid Highnefs doth further 
agree, for himfelf, his heirs and fuccefifors, to re- 
linquifli for ever the Nogabundy collections afore- 
faid, and they Hiall accordmgly ceafe from the con- 
clufion of this treaty: and it is agreed and ftipu- 
lated, that a piece or land, yielding a fum equal to 
the amount or the faid Nogabundy colleftions, ihall 
be deducted from the diftricts ceded by Article IV, 
in the fame manner as ftipujatcd in regard to the 
Choute of Surat. - ' 

Article XI. Whereas it has been ufual for hrs 
Ilighnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Balwudur to enlift, 
and retain in his fervice, Europeans of different 
countries, has faid Highnefs hereby agrees and fli- 
pulates, that in the event of war breaking out be- 
tween the Englifli and any European nation, and of 
difcovery being made that any European, or Euro-' 
peans in his fervice, belonging to fuch nation at war 
Avith the Englifh, fliall have meditated injury to- 
>y^i:ds the Englifh, or have entered into intrigues 
liOllile to their interfefts, fuch European, or Euro- 
peans fo offending, fhall be difcharged by his faid 
Ilighnefs, and not fuffered to refide in his domi- 
lijops. 

Artiilc XII. Inafmuch as by the prefent treaty, 
the cpntracting parcies are bound in a general de- 
feiilive alliance for mutual defence and protection 
/againft all enernies, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purd- 
haun Bahaudur confequently engages, never to 
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commit any aft of hoftility or jfggreflion against 
his Highnefs the NalK)b Afoph Jah Bahaudur, or 
any 6f the Honourable Company's allies or depend- 
ants, or againft any of the principal branches of the 
Marhatta Empire, or againft any power whatever t 
, ' and in the event of differences 'arifing, whatever adf- 
juftment the Company's Government, weighing 
matters in the fcale of truth and jtiftice, may dctet- 
mine, fliall meet with full approbation apd ac- 
quiefcence. 

Article XIII. And v^^hereas certain differences 
referring to paft tranfaftions, are knov^m to fubfift 
between the Sircar of his Highnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahaudur, and the Sircar of his Highnefs 
the Nabob Afoph Jah Bahaudur ; and whereas an 
amicable adjuftment of thofe differences muft be 
highly defirable for the welfare and benefit of both 
the faid Sircars, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur, with a view to the above end, agrees, 
and accordingly binds himfelf, his heirs and fuc- 
celTors, to fulfil and conform to the ftipulations of 
the treaty of Mhar; and his Highnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdhauri. . Bahaudur further agrees, that .on the 
bafisofthe fulfilment of the faid treaty of Mhar, 
and of the claim of his Highnefs the Nabob Afoph 
Jah Bahaudur to be totally exempted from the/ 
payment of Choute, the Honourable Company's 
Government fliall be entitled to arbitrate and de- 
termine ^11 fuch points as miy be in doubt or dif- 
ference between the Sircars of their Highneffeji 
aforementioned : And his Highnefs Rao Pundit 
Purdhaun Bahaudur further agrees, that in the 
event of any differences -ahfing between his Govern- 
ment and that of his Highnefs the Nabob Afoph 
Jah Bahaudur, at any future period, the particulars 
of fuch differences (hall be communicate^ to the 
Honourable Eaft India Company, before any a<ft of 
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' hoftility fhal] be committed on cither fide, and the 
faid honourable Company iuterpofing their media- 
tion in a way fui table to reftitude, friendfhip and 
union, and mindful of juftice and eftablilhed ufage, . 

• fliall apply themfelves to the adjuftment of all fuch 

• differences cbniormably to propriety and truth, and 
Ihall bring the partiej; to a right underftanding : 

. And it is further agreed, that whatever adjuftment 
of any fuch difFerenccs the Company's Govern-: 
ment, weighing things in the fcale of truth and 
juftice, fliall determine, that determination ftiall, 
without hefitation or objeflion, meet with the full 
approbation and acquiefcence of both parties. It 
is, however, agreed, that this ftipulation fliall not 
prevent any amicable negociations which the Ho- 
nourable Company, and the Courts of Poonah 

^ and Hyderabad refpe£lively may be defirous of 
opening, provide no fuch negociation fliall be 
carried on between any of the three parties without 
full communication thereof to each other. 

jirtic/eXW. Wher6^s a treaty of friendftiip and 
alliance has been concluded between the Honour- 
able Company, and RajalvAnund Rao Guikwar 
Bahaudur j and whereas the faid treaty was Tvedi- 
ated and executed without any intention that it 
flipuld infringe any of the juft rights or claims of his 
Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur affe£ling 
the Sircar of t)ie f^id Rajah ; Ws faid Highnefs ad- 
verting thereto, and alfo to the intimate alliance 
now cftabliflied betvveen the contracting parties, 
doth hereby formally acknowledge the exiftence of 
the faid treaty between the Honourable Company 
and Rajah Anund Rao Guikwar Bahaudur, and 
in as much as by reafon of certain unfiniflied tran- 
fa£iions, the conclufion of which has been fufpended 
from time to time, various demands and papers of 
accounts are found to fuhfiH between t?he Govern- 
ment^ 
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, menr of hi$ Highucfs R^o Pundit Putdhaim Ba* 
haildiir, and the Sircar of the Rajah aroreraention* 
cd; his faid Highnefs placing full reliance on the 
.impartiality, truth, and juftice of the Britifli Go-^ 
vernment, doth hereby agree, that the faid Govern- 
ment fhall examine into, and finally adjuft the faid 
demands and papers of accounts ; and his faid High- 
pefs further ftipulates, and binds himfelf, his heifs 
and fucceffors, to abide by fuch adjuftment ^ the 
JSritifli Government (hall accordingly determine* 

jirtick XV. The contracting parties v^ill emplof 
all pratlicable means of conciliation to prevent the 
calamity of war, and for that purpofe will at all 
t^mes be ready to enter into ami< able explanations 
with other States, and to cultivate and improve the 

fcneral relations of peace and amity with all the 
'owers of India, according to the true fpirit and 
tenor of this defenfive treaty. But if a war (hould 
ynfortunateiy break out between the contraftiiig 
parties and any other Power whatever, then his 
Highnefs Rap Pundit Purdhaun Bahaudur engages, 
that with the referve of two battalions of Sepoys, 
which are to remain near his Highnefs's pcrfon, the 
rcfidue of the Britifh fubfidiary force, confiding of 
four battalions'of Sepoys, with their artillery, joined 
by fix thoufand infantry an4 ten thoufand horfe, of 
his Highnefs's^own troops, and making together an 
army of ten thoufand infantry and ten thoufand ca- 
▼airy, with the requifite train of artillery, and war- 
like ftores of every kind, (hall be immediately put in, 
.motion for the purpofe of oppoling the enemy ; and 
his Highnefs likewile engages to employ every fur- 
ther effort in his power, for the purpofe of bring- 
ing into the field, as fpeedily as poflible, the whole 
force which he may be able to fuoply from his do* 
minions, with a view to the efix^chial profecution 
mid fpcedy termination of the faid war. 1 he Ho- 
nourable 
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• nourable Company, in the fame manner engage, 
on their parts, in this cafe, to employ in active 
operations againft the enemy, the largeft force which 
they may be able to furnifli over and above the faid 
iubfidiary force. ' ^ 

jfrticleXVl. Whenever war (hall appear pro- 
bable, his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun Bahaui- 
<iur engages to collect as many Bunjaries as poffl- 
ble, and' to (lore as much grain as may be praftica- 
ble in his frontier garrifons. 

j^rtic/e XVII. As by the prefent treaty, the 
union and friendfhip of the two States arc fo firmly 
cemented, that they may be confidered as one and 
the fame, his Highnefs Rao Pund'it Purdhaun Ba- 
baudur engages, neither to commence nor to pur- 
fue in future any negociations with any other Power 
whatever, without giving previous notice, and en- 
tering into mutual confultation with the Honour- 
able Eaft India Company's Government : Arid the 
Honourable Company's Government.on their parts 
hereby declare, that they have no manner, of con- 
cern with any of his Highnefs's children, relations, 
fubjefts, or fervants, with refpefil to whom his 
Highnefs is abfolute. , 

Jrticle XVIH. In as much as by 'the prefent 
treaty of general defenfive alliance, the ' ties of 
union are, with the bleffing of God, fo clofely 
drawn, that the interests of the tv**o States are be- 
come identified ; it is further mutually agreed, that 
if difturbances ftiall at any time' break out in the 
diftrifts ceded to the Honourable Company by this 
agreement, his 'Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdhaun 
Bahaudur (hall permit fuch a proportion of the fub- 
fidiary troops as may be requifite to, be employed 
'in quelling the fame wichin the faid diftridls. If 
I diftur- 
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difturbances fhall at ainy time break out in any pirt 
of his Highncfs's dominions contiguous to the 
Company's frontier, to which it might be incon- 
venient to detach any proportion of the fubfidiary 
force, the Bricifh Government, in like manner, if 
required by his Highnefs Rao Pundit Purdiiaun 
Babaudur, iliall dire£t fucfi proportion of the troops 
of the Company as may be mod conveniently fta- 
tioned for the purpofe, to aflifl: in quelling the faid 
difturbances within his Highnefe's dominions. . 

Article XIX. It is finally declared, that this 
treaty, which, according to the foregoing articles, 
is meant for the fupport and credit of his faid 
Highnefs's Government, and to preferve it from 
lofs and decline, (hall Jail: as long as the sun and 
moon fliall endure. 



Signed^ Sealed y and Exchanged^ at 
Bajfein^ the 'i\Ji cf December y 
yf. Z). 1802, cr the c^th of 
Ramzam, A.H„ 1 2 1 7 . 





A' TRUE Copy, 

(Signed) B. CLOSE, 

Rejident at Poonab. 

A TRUE Copy, 
(Signed) _^M. WILKS, Private Secrela:y. 

SCHE- 
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SCHEDULE of the Territories ceded in perpe- 
tuity by bis Higbnefs Bajec Rao Rogonaut 
' Pundit Purdbaun I^ahaudur, to the Honourably 
Englilh Eaft India Company .Bahaudur, agree* 
ably to tbe fourth Article of the annexed.Treaty. 

Firjf. From tbe Province of Guzerat> and Ter- 
ritories South thereof: ' 

Pundooka, together with 
Choora Ranapore and 
Gogo, - - i,o^,cod 

Cambay Choute and Nagpoor , 60,000 



South of the 


Taptee, 


Purnair, 


a7,obo 


Bootar, 


6,200 


Buwanny, - • 


8,Soo 


Bulrur, 


85,000 


Panhole, 


107,000 ' 


Soopa, - - 


51,000 


Sarbaun, • • 


. 30,000 


Wallore, 


30,000 


Bamdookufba, 


7,900 


Waunfda Choute, 


7,000 


purumpoory Choute, 


.9,000 


Sural Choute, 


42,100 


Cuftoms, 


83,000 



Between the Nerbudda and Taptec. 

Oolpar, - - 3,16,000 

Hanfood, - - 85,000 

Oclifeer,' - . . 78,900 

Nundavy, - - 65,000 

Total Southrof tbe Taptee, 

and between the Taptee ' 

and Nerbudda, -- 10,38,020^ 
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Deduced 20 per cent on ac- 
count of. decreafe of Re- 
venue, •, - . 2,07,600 

Nakabundy of Choufafly and 

Chickley, - - ad,0oo 

Phoolpara, Coomaria, Cattu-* 

gaum> - * 5,000 



8,30,400 



becma. From the Territories near tW Town- 
budra. 

Savanoor twenty-fix Talooks, 10,22,838 
From Bai]ikapoor, - - 5,56,762 

Grand Total, 26,00,009 

Signed, Sealed^ and Exchanged, at 
Bapin, the %\ft of December, 
A.D. 1802, or thk ^tk of 
Ramzaun, A, H. 1217. 





(Signed) 



A TRUE Copy, 

(Signed) B. CLOSE, 

Rejident at Foonab* 

A TRUB Copy, 

M. WILKS, Private Secretary. 
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CALCUTTA GAZETTES EXTRAORDINARY. 

' Fort fVilliamyAuguft 2()y 1803* 

AUTHENTIC intelligence has been received 
at Fort William, of the^fuccefsful commence- 
r ment of operatipns againft Dowlut Rao Scindiah, by 
the forces under the commaod of 'Major General 
Wellefley* On the 8th indent, the large fortified 
Pettah of Ahmednuggur was carried by efcalade 
with the utmoft gallantry and rapidity. This ope- 
rayon was efFe6led imilnediately upon the arrival of 
the army on its ground before Ahmednuggur, by 
the advanced picquets, reinforced by the flank 
companies of his Majefty^s 74th and 78th regi- 
ments, and the ift battalion of the 3d Madras re- 
giment native infantry, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Harnefs, the Field Officer of the 
day. 

The official advices, of this fuccefs have not 
reached Fort William ; but it appears by the intel- 
ligence received, that the lofs fuftained on the oc- 
cafion by the Britifti troops amounted to 
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The names of the Officers ftated to have been 
killed in the aflault, are Captains Grant and Hum- 
berftone, and Lieutenant Anderlon, of hib Majefly s 
78th regiment. 

Lieutenant 



Digitized by 



Google 



51 

Lifeutenant Wilfon, of his Majefty's 7^4th regi-^ 
ment, and Lieutenant Plehderleath, of the ift bat- 
talion 3d Madras regiment native infantry, are 
ftated to have been wounded. 

Publiftied by command of Ms Excellency, 
The Moft Noble the Governor General in Council, 
]. L.v MS D^if, Chief Sec. to f/ie Govt. 

J^ort fVilliam^ ^^^g^fi 3i> 18 03-' 

AUTHENTIC intelligence has been received at 
Fort William, of the capitulation of the imporcant 
Fortrefs of Ahmednuggur to the forces under' the 
command of Major General Wellefley. 

The fortified Pettah having been taken by efca- ■ 
lade on the 8th inftant, batteries were opened on 
the night of the ^th ^gainft the Fort. 

On the loththe Killedarof the Fort requefted per-^ 
mklion to fend an Officer td confer with Major Gene- 
ral Wellefley, and defired at the fame time, that the 
^ire from the batteries might ceafe. Major General 
Wellefley agreed to receive an Officer from the' Fort,^ 
but refufed to interrupt the fire of the batteries. 

On the nth' the Fortrefs capitulated. 

The terms of the capitulation are, that the gafri- 
fon fliould march out on the 12th at noon with iheir 
arms, and that all private property fliquld be faved 
to the inhabitants. . 

Hoftages had been delivered into the hands of 
Major.General WelleUey, to be detained until the 
evacuation of the Fortrefs fliould actually be com- 
pleted, ; and all operations againft the Fort had 
ceafed on the nth inftant, ' ' ' 

No account has been received of any lofs fuf- 
tain^d by the Britifh troops under the command of 
Major Central Welleflej iince the 8th inftant. 

Publiflied by command of his ExceJlency, 
The Moft Noble the Governor General in Council, 
J. Lu MS DEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 
g 2 Fort 
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F$rt JVilli^m, September 8, 1803. 

HIS Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor* 
General has received a difpatch from the Honour-r 
able Major General Wellefley, of which the follow^ 
ing cxtraft is publifhed for general information :• — 

MY LORD, ^^^P ^^ Mmeduuggur^ Auguft 1 2, \ 803^ 

The weather cleared up fo' much on the 7th in- 
ftant, as to ^llow me to march to this place on the 
8th ; I had in the morning difpatched a meflenger 
to the Killedar of Ahmednuggur, to require him to 
furrender his Fort ; and, on my arrival in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Pe^tah, I offered cowle to the im 
habitants. This was refufed, as the Pettah was 
held by a body of Arabs, who were fupported by 
a battalion of Scindiah's regular infantry, and a 
body of horfe encamped in an open fpace between 
the Pettah and the Fort. 

I immediately attacked the Pettah with the pic- 
quets of fhc infantry reinforced by the flank com- 
panies of the 78th regiment, under the command ^ 
of Lieutenant Colonel Harnefs ; in another place 
with the 74th regiment, and firft of the 8th, under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Wallace ; and 
in a third with the f^ank companies of the 74th, and 
the firft battalion 3d regiment, under the command 
of Captain Vefey. The Pettah wall was very lofty, 
and defended by towers, and had no rampart, fo 
thVit/ when the troops had afcended to the attack, 
they had no ground on which they could ftand ; and 
the Arabs who occupied the towers, defended their 
poft 'with their ufual obftinacy. At length they 
were obliged to quit the wall, and fled to the houfes,^ 
from which th.ey continued a deftru£tive fire upon 
the troops. Scindiah's regular infantry alfo attacked 
our troops after they had entered the Pettah. In a 
fhort time, however, after a bri(k and gallant con- 
teft, we were completeiy matters of it; but with 
the lufs of fome brave Officers and foldiers, as your 

Excellency 
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enemy's lofs was, from the nature of the conteft, ne« 
ceffarily much greater than oiirs ^ and on the night 
of the 8th, all that part of their force, which waa 
rtot required for the defence of the Fort, went ofFto 
the Northward'; including all the Arabs, who fur-' 
vived the conteft in the Pettah, excepting a fmall 
number who attecicjed one of their wounded Chiefs 
who could not be rentoyed fartlier than the Fort. 

On the 9tb I reconnoitred the ground in the 
neighbourhood of the Fort, and on that evening 
Lieutenant Colonel Wallace, with five companies 
of the 74th regiment, and the 2d battalion 12th re- 
giment, feized a pofition within four hundred yards 
of it, on which, in the courfe of that night,, a battery 
was conftru6ted for four guns, to take off the defences 
on the fide on which I propofed to n^ake the attack. 
This opened at day-ljght on the loth ; ar^d it was 
fo advantageoufly placed, and fired with fuch ef- 
fe£t, as to induce the KiUedar to defire that I fliould 
ceafe firing, in order that he might fend aperfon to 
treat for his farreriderw In, my anfwer I told him, 
that 1 (liould not ceafe firing till I fliould have 
taken the Fort, or he Ibould have furrendered it; 
but that I fliouM liften to whatever he was defirou^ 
to communicate. 

Yefferday morning he fent out two Vakeels to 
propofe to furrender the Fort, on condition that he 
ftiould be allowed to depart with his garrifon, and 
that he Ihould have his private property. 

Although I confented to this propofal, it was'fivc 
in the evening^before the hoftages arrived in camp, 
without whofe prcfence I rcfufed to flop the fire 
from the Britilh batteries, According to his en- 
gagement, however, the Killedar marched out of tHe 
Fort this morning, with a garrifon confifling of 
140a men, and the troops under my com.nand took 
poffeffion pf it. 

In 
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s In this manner has this Fort fallen into our hands : 
cur lofs fince the 8th has been trifling, which I at' 
tribute much to the fpirit with which our attacks on 
that day were carried on. 

. I hayc to draw your Excellency's notice towards , 
the conduct of' the troops, particularly on that oc*v 
caGon, and towards Lieutenant Colonels Harnefs, 
Wallace, and Maxwell, who commanded in the 
trenchc3, Captain Beauman commanding the Ar- 
tiifcry, Captain JShnfon of the Engineers, and 
Captain Heitland of ^he Pioneers, in the (hort fub^ 
fequent fies^e. 

. Your Excellency muft be well acquainted with 
the advantageous fituation of the Fort of Ahmed- 
nuggur on the frontier of his Highnefs the Nizam, 
covering Poonah, and as an important point of fup- 
port to all our future ope.atioii§ to the northward. 
It is confidered in this country as one of its ftrong- 
eft Forts; and excepting Vellorc in the Carnatic, is 
the ftrongeft country Fort that I have feen. It is 
in excellent repair, excepting in the part expofed ; 
to the fire of the Britifh troops. 

I fliall hereafter have the honour of tranfmitting 
to your Excellency an account of the ordnance, 
ijtores, and .grain, whigh it contains. 
I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
With the greateft refpeft, 

Your JExcellency's moft obedient 
And faithful humble Servant, 
(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 
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'Captain Grant, ^gtti regiment 
Killed • \ ^^P^^'" Humberftone, 78th dittd. 
Lieutenant Anderfon, 78th ditto. 
Lieut. PJenderleath, 1 ft bat. 3d reg. N. L 

Wounded $ ^I^"^^"^"^ Wilfon, 74th regiment. 
I Lieutenant Larkins, 78th ditto. 

(Signed) R. BARCLAY, 

Dep^ Jdjt. Geju in My/ore^ 

Puhlifbed by command of his Excellency ^ 
the Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J. LiTMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 



CeneralxOrderSy hy his Excellency the Mojl Noble thi 
Governor General in Council. 

Fort ff'illtam, September, 8, 1803. 

, THE- (governor General in Council having re- 
ceived^ from Major General the Honourable Arthur 
Welle'fley, the official account of the reduQion of 
'the iqiportant fortrefs of Ahmednuggur, .by the 
forces under the command of that Officer, is pleafed 
to fignify the high .approbation With which h\s 
Excellency in Council has obicrved the judgment, 
promptitude, and IkiU, manifelled by Major Gene- 
ral Wellcfley, in direfting the operations of the 
forces under his command, on that critical oc* 
cafion. ^ 

His Excellency in Council is pleafed to dire6l 
Major General \Vellefley, to notify to the Ojfficers 
and troops* under his command, that the Governor 
General in Council has derived the mod cordial 
faii^taclion, from the diftinguiihed alacrity, gal- 
lantry, and fpirit, which they difplayed in the 
ait/tck upon the Fettah, and in the fubfequent 
(iege of the fort of Ahmednuggur ; and the Gov^r- 
liof General in Council has remarked, with par- 
4 ticular 
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I , t 

tiCular approbation, , the conduct of Lieutenant 
Colonels Harnefs, Wallace, and Maxwell ; of Cap- 
Jain Beauman-, of the Artillery ; of Captain John- 
fon, of the Engineers \ and of Captain Heitland, of 
the Pioneers. 

The Governor General in CouncH deeply la- 
ments the lofs of Captains Grant and Hiimberflrone, 
of Lieutenants Anderfon and Plenderleath ; and of 
the brave foldiers who fell in the fucccfsful contefl: 
of the 8th of Auguft. The memory of thofe gal- 
lant Officers and foldiers, who .have fallen with 
honour in the public fervice, will be regarded with 
afFc6tion and refpcft, by their Sovereign and theit 
Country. 

By command of his Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

', L. Hook, Sec. to the Govt. Mil. Dept> 



A Difpatch, of which the following is an Extra£l> 
has been received this Day, by his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General, from his 
Excellencythe Commander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Moft Noble Marquis 
Welle^ley, Governor General, &c. &c; &c. / 

Fort JVilliam, September 8, 1803, 
MY LORD, 

^ I HAVE the honour to inform your Lordfliip, 
that I attacked Mr. Perron^s force this moraiing, 
which was ftrongly ported with their right ex- 
tending to the fort of Ally Ghur^ and their entire 
front proieded by a deep morafs, which obliged me 
tQ change my original plan of attack, and detour con- , 
fidcrablyto the right, to turn their left flank, vi^hich 
J completely effected, diflodging a body of jttoops 
which were polled in a village in .the enemy's 
hone. - - 

h On 
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On moving forward with the cavalry in two 
lines, fupported by the line of infantry and guns, 
Ihe enemy immediately 'retired after a very few,^ 
fliot from the cavalry gans, which' did fome , exe- 
cution. - _ 

Several ^attempts wxre ' made to charge fome 
confiderable bodies of cavalry, who made an ap- 
pearance of ftanding, but the rapidity of their 
retreat prevented the poflibility of effefting it fo 
completely as I could have wifhed j but I have 
. reafon to believe, that in confequence of ,the ope- 
•rations of this day, many of his confederates haye 
left him. 

My lofs in men and horfes is very inconfiderable, 
and no Officer. 

I have the pleafiire to affure your Lordfliip, that 
the zeal, aflivity, and fteadinefs, difplayed by both 
Officers and men, afforded me entire fatisfa£lion, 
and d^terve my warmed praife. 

My ftaff afforded me every affiftance, and I feel 
myfelf under great obligations to them* 

From every information J cdn obtain, imme- 
diately on pur advancing, Mr. Perron, with his> 
body guard, retired towards Agra, and has left 
Colonel Pedron in char.7e of the fort. 

1 am at prefent cixainped to the fouthward of 
the fort, and the town of Coel is occupied by one 
of my battalions. - ' 

1 have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordfliip's moft faithful 
And humble fervant, , 

(Signed) G.LAKE. 

Head ^tarter s, Camji before Ally GhuVy 

Augt.Ji 29, 1S03. - " 

Publiflied by command of his Excellency 
the- Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J. LuMSDiiN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 

General 
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General Orders^ by his Excellency the Mojl Noble the 
Governor General in Council, 

Fort Wiiliam, Septemler 8, 1805. 

THE Governor General in Gouncil is pleafed to 
offer his moft cordial thanks- and congratulations to . 
his Excellency the ConnmaHder in Chief, upon the 
diftinguiflied ability, energy, and fuccefs of the 
conduft of the forces under his Excellency's per- 
fonal command, in the judicious aad gallant attack 
of the forces under the command of Mr. Perron, irt 
the vicinity of Coel, on the 29th o^ Auguft. 
. His Excellency in Council has received with the 
moft fincere pleafure, the Commander in Chief's 
report of the zeal, adivity, and fteadinefs dif- 
played by the Officers and men, and of the meri- 
torious ferviccs of the ftaff, on that important 
occafion. 

The Governor General in Couticil is pkafe(J to 
dire£l the Gonimarider in Chief to fignify to the 
Officers and men employed in the a£tion of the 
29th of Auguft, that the condu6t of the arm)' on 
that day has obtained the high approbatiort of his 
Excellency in Council; h^ confirmed the repu- 
tation and honour of' the Britilh arms in India; 
and has fe<!ured the moft important advantages to 
the caufc of the allies, in the profecution of the 
war, and in the fpeedy eftablifhment of permanent 
peace. 

By command of his Excellency the 
' Moft Noble the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council. 

L. Hook, Sec. to the^Govt.^Mil. Dept* 



Fort 
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A Difpatch, of which the following is an Ex* 
tract, has been received this Day, by his Excel- 
lency the Moft Noble the Governor General, 

. from his Excellency the Commander in CI>ief. 

Fort William^ gii September, 1805. 
MY LORD,' 

IT is With infinite fatisfaftion I inform your Lord- 
-fhip, that the inhabitants of this part of the coun- 
try are coming in fail, and manifeft a wifh of 
being protefted by the Briliih Government, and 
that ia confequence of my having caufed it to be 
made known to the head men of the villages in this 
neighbourhood, that it is not my intention tomoleft 
either the perfons or the properties of fuch of the 
inhabitants as Ihall claim my proteflion, I have the 
pleafure to fay, that the people* who deferted the 
town of .Coel on our approach yefterday, are re- 
turning faft to their hpufes, Und the town is nearly 
repeopled ; indeed they have every reafon to be 
fatisfied, as the inftant this pofition was gained, a 
battalion was pofted in Coel to prevent plunder, 
by which means very little lofs was fullaincd by 
the Inhabitants. 

I learn from all quarters, that moft of the enemy's 
cavalry who oppofed us yefterday, have returned to 
.their homes, declaring their inability to oppofe the 
Englifh. 

From every account I can receive, the number 
of Cavalry oppofed to us amounted to fifteen or 
twenty thoufand. 

The country in our rear is in a ftate of perfedl 
tranquillity, nor has it been molefted by a fingle ' 
horfeman. 

I havQ fent into the Fort a fummon$ in English 

and 
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and French, which will, I truft, have the defired 
efFeft. 

1 have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordfliip's mod faithful 
And humble fervant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters^ Camp before Ally Ghur^ 

Juguft 30, 1803. > ^ , 

Publi/hed by command of his Excellency 
the Mofl Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J LuMSDEN, ChTef Sec. to the Govt. 



To Captain Lionel Hook, Sec, to the Govt. MiU 
. Dept. 

> SIR, ^ort IViUtam^ September 10, 1 803, 

I HAVE the honour, by order of the Comman- 
der in Chief, to forward to you, for the informa- 
tion of his Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor 
General in Council, a return of the killed, wound- 
ed, and miffing, in the aftion which rook place 
yefterday, between the Britifh army and that of 
General Perron. 

1 have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
Your obedient fervant,'^ 

D. OCHTERLONY, 
Head Quarters^ Deputy Adjut. GeneraU 

Camp at Cqely Augujt 30, 1803, 
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A Difpatch, of which the following is a Copy, has 
been received this Day by his Excellency thp 
Mofl: Noble the Governor General, from hfsEx^ 
cellency the Commander in Chief. 

T^o his Excellency the Moft Noble Marqjtis Welles- 
Lj£Y, Governor Getter al, (^c. &c. &c^ 

Fort William, S^ffemhri^, 1 803. 
MY LORD, ~ \ 

IT is with inexpreffible fatisfaftion that I have 
the honour to report to your Lordfliip, the capture 
of the Fort of Ally Ghur this morning by affault.^' 
' Having fpent fome days in fruitlefs endeavours to 
fave the unnec^effary efFufion of blood, on finding 
that the natives perfifted obflinately in their deter^ 
mination of refiftance, and reje£ted every overture 
I made, I found myfelf uodef the neceflity of de- 
termining on fome decilive meafure, 'and after 
maturely confidering the probability of fuccefs, with 
the obftacles that oppofed us, I judged it preferabfe 
to carry it by affault, than to lofe time by the flower 
operations of a liege. 

In confequence of this refolution, I ordered the 
Honourable Lieutenant Colonel Monfon to Jead the 
attack, cornpofed of four companies of his Majefty's 
76th regiment, and the ill battalion of the 4th regi- 
ment native infantry under Lieut. Colonel Brown, 
with a detachment of the iy\:h native regiment 
under Cape. BagQiaw. 

Colonel Horsford, of the artillery, covered their 
advance by a heavy fire from batteries in fituations 
which had beqn previoufly determined on. 

I attribute the fuccefs of this attack entirely toxhe 
gallantry and fteady condu£l: difplayed by the Hon. 
Lieutenant Colonel Monfon, in leading on his men 
under a mofl: galling fire of nuiiketr/ and grape, 
againft a Fort hitherto deemed impregaable, and de- 
fended on all fides with the utnioft obllinacy., 

. It 
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It would be injufticc in me, were I not to men^ 
tion the diftinguilnecl bravery of the men of his Ma- 
jicfty's 76th regiment, who, notwithftanding the lofs 
of many of their Officers, fleadily perfevercd, till 
the attainment of their obje£i was efte£led. 

To Colonel Brown, ot the ift battalion of the 
4th regiment, who has received a fevere wound, and 
to the whole of the Officers of that battalion, whofe 
exertions on 'this occafion were moft meritorious, 
my praife is juftly due. 

To Major Mac Leod, who gallantly led the 76th 
regiment, after Colonel Monfon was wounded ; and 
to Captain Shipton of the artillery, who had charge 
of the guns that forced the gate, both of whom, 
though wounded, ftill remained at their poll, I icbl 
myfelf much indebted. 

To Colonel Horsford, who commanded the* artil- 
lery, as well as to Captains Robertfon and Greene, 
who commanded the covering batteries, I feel my- 
felf under infinite obligations ; and, indeed, that 
whole corps merit my warmefl praile, for the gal- 
lantry difplayed on this occafion, as well as on every 
other in which they have been Engaged. 

It is with extreme forrow 1 lament the lois of 
miiny valuable Officers of htsMajefiy's 76th regi- 
ment, and alfo of the Honourable Company's 
Service. ^ ^ 

I am forry to add, that Colonel Monfon's wound 
is dangerous, and I fear I fliall at all events be de- 
^'prived of the fervices of this gallant; Officer for fome 
time. 

I fhall h^ve the honour to forward to your Lord- 
Ihip, as foon as poffible, returns of the killed and 
wounded Officers, and men, of the army under my 
command; which, confidering the nature of the 
attack, are as few as could. b^ expe£fed. 

I feel I fhall be wfinting in juftice.to the merits of 
Mr. Lucan, an Officer, a native of Great Britain, 
z who' 
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who lately quitted thefervice of Scindiah, to avoid 
/ferving againft his country, were I not to recom- 
mend him to your Lordfhip's particular attention. 
He gallantly undertook to lead Colonel Monfon to 
the gate, and point out.the road through the Fort^ 
which he efFefted in a moft gallant manner ; and 
Colonel Monfon has reported having received ^ 
infinite benefit from his fervices. If Vou deem him 
worthy of any mark of your Excellency's favour, it 
will afford me great fatisfaftion if his fervices are 
rewarded by Government. 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's moft faithful humble fervant, 

(Signed) G.LAKE. 

Head Quarters^ Camp^ Ally Ghur^ 
' September 4, 1803. 
P. S. I'have the honour to enclofe correft returns 
of , the Officers killed and wounded in the attack 
this morning. 

M. Perron, who commanded in the Fort, is our 
prifoner. He was the only European in the gar- 
rifon. 

(Signed) ;^^ G. L. 



Capy of the ift Brigade Return of Killed y Wounded ^ and 
Miffing^ ^th September^ 1^03. 

His Majejiy's "jStb Regiment, 

iT/'/fe/— Captain Cameron, 

Lieutenant Fleming, 

■ ' Browne^ 

— '- Campbell, 

Lieutenant and Adjutant St..Aubin. 
Number of men killed, not known* 
Wounded- — Honourable Lieut. Col. Monfon, 
Major M^Leod, 

i Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant Sinclair, 
Enfign Frafer, 

Forty men as yet afccrtained. 
ifi Battalion /^th Regiment Native Infantry* 
Lieutenant John Turton, killed, 
Lieut. Col. Browne, wounded, 
CaptSin Berry, ditto, 

Lieutenant Andre, ditto^ 
Enfign Burgefs, ditto. 

Number of Sepoys killed and wounded, not 

yet known. 
id Battalion ^ti Regiment Native Infantry. 

Being in the Fort, as yet not known. 
xd Battalion irth Regiment Native Infantry. 
Captain Dagfhaw, wounded, 
Lieutenant Bofcawen, ditto. 
Number of Sepoys killed and wounded, not 
yet afcertained. 

Artillery. 
Captain Shipton, wounded. 
Nurtber of men killed and wounded, not yet " 

afcertained. 
(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Military Secretary. 

Publifhed by Command of his Excellency 
■ The Moft Noble'the Governor General in Council, 
J. LuMSDEN, Chief Sec, to the Govt. 

General Orders y hy his Excellency the Moji Nchle the 
Governor General in CoiinciL 

Fort Willi amy September 15, 1803. 

The Governor General In Council, under the 
ftrongeft imprefliods of public gratitude, jiotifies to 
the army, his unfeigned admiration of the diftih- 
guifhed condu£t of tne forces employed under the 
perfonal command of his Excellency General Lake, , 
in the gallant and fucceistul aflault gf the ftrong 
Port of Ally Ghur on the 4th inflant. 

^ ^ The 
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Thepropofalsoffurrenderoffered by the Com« 
niander in Chief to the Garrifon immediately after 
the retreat of Mr. Perron's forces^^ afFoW the moft 
convincing proof, that the humanity of the Britifh 
charafiler is intimately connected with that fpirit of 
alacrity and valour, which marked the Qommander 
in Chiefs judicious reTolution to m6et the obfti- 
nacy of the enemy by an immediate affault of the 
place. 

The judgment atid energy manifefted by the Com* 
mandcF in Chief in the plan of the attack, corref- 
pond-with the intrepidity, fpirit, and perfeverance 
of his brave Officers and foldiers, in execu.ting the 
orders of their able and gallant General ; and the 
glorious refult of the affault has confiderably aug- 
^ mented the reputation of the Britifli name and tl^ 
honour of the Britifh arms in India. 

The Governor General in Council is pleafed to 
direft the Commander in Chief to exprefs the parti- 
cular and moft diftinguifhed approbation with which 
his Excellency irl Council has viewed the courage, 
firmnefs, and ability, difplayed by the Honourable 
Lieutenant Colonel Monfon in leading the attack, 
under circumftances of the utmoft degree of diffi- 
culty and dapger. A ftrong fenfe of the interefts 
of the public fervice, and a defire to witnefs a corf- 
tinuance of the glorious fuccefs of the Britifh arms 
in India, render the Governor General in Council 
fincerely anxious, that this excellent Officer, (repeat- 
edly diftinguifhed by his conduft in various exigen- 
cies of the fervice,) pfiay fpeedily be enabled to re* 
fume the command of his gallant corps, and to aug- 
ment his claims upon the gratitude and applaufe of 
his country. 

The Governor-General in Council alfo direfts 
the Commander in Chief to fignify to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Browne, of the ifl battalion 4th regiment 
native infantry, and to all the Officers of that bat- 

i 2 talionj 
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talion, that his Excellency in Council entertains the 
higheft fcnfe of their meritorious exertions, and 
warmly approves their honourable fervices. 

The Governor General in Council alfo defires, 
that his particular approbation may be lignified to 
Major M'Leod of the 76th regiment, to Captain 
Shipton of the artillery, aftd aKb to Lieutenant- 
Colonel Horsford, Captains Robertfon atid Greene. 

It IS with the greateft fatisfaftion that the Go- 
vernor General in Council expreffes his applaufe of 
the bravery, difcipline and fteadinefs, of the xn^n 
of his Majefty's 76th regiment, and of the corps of 
, artillery, as well as of all the foldiers who were 
employed on this brilliant feryice. 

The lofs of Captain Cameron, Lieutenants Fle- 
ming, Browne, Campbell, St. Aubin, and Turton^ 
is deplored by the Gdvernor General in Council. 
Their country, their friends, and their King, will 
however receive confolation for that lofs, in J"e- 
flefting upon the'glory of their atchievements, and 
upon the public advantage of their illuftrious 
example. 

The Governor General in Council direfts the 
Commander in Chief to fignify to Mr. Lucan, the 
approbation with which his Excellency in Council 
has remarked the fervices rendered by that gentle- 
man to the caufe of his native country, in the fpi- 
ritcd exertion of Britifli courage and public zeal. 
It is highly fatisfa£lory to his Excellency in Council 
to obferve this meritorious example of a juft atten^ 
tion to the duty which every Britifh fubjed: owes to^ 
the Britilh Government in India. The Governor 
General in Council will not fai) to reward the ler- 
vices of Mr. Lucan, in fuch manner as ihall be re- 
commended by the Commander in Chief. 

The Governor General in Council relies with 

• confidence on the approved chara£ier of this army, 

an4 of the Commander in Chief> that their unabated 

magna» 
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magnanimity, (kill, and pcrfeverance, will be at^ 
tended with a continuance of fuccefs, proportionate 
to the juftice^of our caufc, and to the fuperiority of 
our arms. 

By command of his Excellency 
the Mod Noble the Governor 
' General in Council. 

L, Hook, Sec. to Govt. Mil. Dcpt. 



Fort 
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Fort WSliami Seplmier \6, igoj. 

The following correct return of the killed and 
wounded at the affault of Ally Ghur, received this 
day from liis Excellency the Comnlander in Chief> 
is publiflicd for general information : 

Return of the Killed and Wounded, at the Affdult of 
' AUy Ghur on the Morning of the 4/A September^ 
1803. 
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Names of Officers Killed and munded; 

ufr///feryl —-Captain Shipton, wounded. 
^6fb RegimenL — Killed — Captain Cameron, 
Lieutenants Fleming, Browne, 'Campbell, 
and Lieutenant and Adjutant St. Aubin. 
Wounded— The Hon. Lieutenant Colonel 
Monfon, Major M'Leod, Lieutenant Sin* 
clalr, and Enfign Frafer. 
1/ Bat. 4tb ii^i'.— Killed— Lieutenant Turton. 
/Wounded— Lieutenant Colonel Browne, Cap- 
tain Berrie, Lieutenant Andre, and Enfiga 
Burgefs. , 

4 Comps. 17M il^rg-.— Wounded— Captain BagOiaw, 
and Lieutenant Bofcawen. 

J. Gerard, Adj. Gen. 
Publiflied by command of his 
Excellency the Mofl Noble 
the Governor General in 
Council. . 

J. LuMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. ^ 



Fort Williami September 18, 1 J03. 

DISPATCHES were this day received by^he 
Governor General, from his Excellency the Cdm- 
inander in Chief, dated from camp at Soomna 
on the 7th of September, by which it appears^ 
that M. Perron, late Commander of the Forces of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, having reiigned the fervice 
of that Chieftain, had applied by letter, dated the 
5th of September, for permiffion to pafs with his 
family, ^ property, and the Officers of his suite,, to^ 
Lucnow, through the territories of the Honourable 
Company, and of the Nawaub Vizier, and had 
alfo applied for a fulficient efcort, to be compdfed 

either 



Digitized by 



Google 



73 

either of BritiQi troops, or of his own body gu^rd 5 
his Excellency General Lake had immediately 
complied with M. Perron's requeft, and had accor- 
dingly permitted that Officer to proceed through 
the BritiQi territories, attended by a Britilh Officer, 
who had been appointed to meet M. Perron on the 
frontier, and to conduft him to Luknovy^. His 
Excellency, General Lake, had alfo permitted M. 
Perron to be efcoj-ted by his own body guard, and 
had provided for the reception of M. Perron in the 
Company's territories, and thofe of the Nawaub 
Vizier, with every mark of refpe6l and honour. 

PublJflied by command of his Excellency 
the M oft Noble the Governor 'General 
in Council. ' 

J. LuMspcjT, Chief Sec, to the Govt 



Fort William^ Sfptemher zi^ 1803. 

ON the 2d inftant, a body of predatory horfe, 
commanded by a French Officer, attacked fhe 
cantonment of Shekoabad, on the frontier of the 
diftrift of Etawah, The Britiffi force at that poft, 
confifting of five companies of the firft battalion of 
the eleventh regiment of native infantry, with one 
gun, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel 
Coningham, continued to refift the attack of the 
enemy's cavalry during the greater part of the day, 
with great refolution and fpirit, and at length fuc- 
ceeded in repulfing the enemy. The enemy appear 
to have fuffered confiderably, and to have loft 
feveral Officers on this occafion. The conduft of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Coningham, and of the troops 
under his command, on this occafion, received the 
high approbation of his Excellency the Commander 
in Chief, cjcpreflfed in general orders. 

On 
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On the 4th inftant Lieutenant-Colonel Coning- 
ham was again attacked by the enemy*s troops, to 
whom he oppofed a fpirited refiftance for fome 
houfs : but having reafon .to believe that their num- 
ber was fo confiderable as to render further refin- 
ance ineffeftuaJ, he furrendered, on condition that 
his detachment fliould be permitted to march to 
Cawnpore, with their arms and ammunition, and 
^the gun attached to the corps ; that iail private 
property (hould be protcfted, and that the detacn- 
mcnc fliould not ferve during the vyar with Dowlut 
Rao Scindlah. Thefe terms were faithfully obferved 
by the enemy, and the detachment accordingly 
marched to Cawnpore. 

His excellency the Commander, in Chief on the 
night of the 4th inftant,' detached a force to Sheko- 
abad. Intelligence has been received of the arrival 
of that force at the place of its deftination, and of 
the retreat of the whole of the enemy's troops 
from thg Company's dominions. 

The following are the names of the Officers 
wounded in the attack on Shekoabad : 

Lieutenant-Colonel Coningham, 
Captain Lambornc, 
Captain Winbolt — Artillery, 
Lieutenant Stonehara, 
Enfign Heyfliam. . , \ 

. The number of Sepoys ftated td be killed and 
wounded is fixty-three. 

Publiflied by Command of his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General 
in CounciL 

J. LmviSDEN, Chief Sec. to th^ Govt. 

k ' Fort 
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Fort IVilUam^ Stptmher 2$, 1 80 J. 

Difpatch, of which the following is a copy,, has 
been received this day, by his Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General, from his Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Moft Noble Marottis 
Wellesley, Governor General^ &c. &:c. §cc. 

MY LORD, ^ Fort ffli/him, 

I have the fatisfaSion to inform your Lordfliip, 
that after a march of eighteen miles, this morning 
1 learnt that the enemy in great force, under Mri 
Lours, had crofled the Jumna from Delhi, with the 
intention of attacking us. ' 

When we had encamped, we found our pofts 
tvere attacked by a bpdy of the enemy. On re- 
connoitrin?; to our front, I found that the enemy's 
whole army were drawn up in order of battle ; I 
immediately ordered out the w^hole line, and ad^ 
vanced to attack them in front. 

The enemy oppofed to us a tremendous fire from 
a numerous artillery, which was uncommonly well 
ferved, and caufed us confiderable lofs in Officers 
and men ; but 1 have the fatisfaction to add, that 
our advance under a moft heavy cannonade, and 
aftual charge of the enemy, at about one hundred 
paces diftant, caufed a moft precipitate retreat, 
and left in our poffeffion the whole of their ar* 
tillery. ^ , 

The cavalry purfued the fugitives to the Jumnaj^ 
making great havoc, and numbers were drowned in 
at tern filing to crofs. 

In thorl, I have only to exprcfs my entire appro- 
bation of the gallantry of the troops under my 
command, during the whole of this moft brilliant 
aftion 5 and fliall have the honour to detail it more 
I particularly 
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particularly, to-morrow, whicK th.^\latenefe pf, thip 
hour prevents, me doiiig/at prefent. 

The whole arm: -,2.z undei arms from three this 
- morning till this moment. 

1 have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordfhip's moft faithful 
Humble fervant, 
' : (Signed) , , G. LAKE. 

• Head Quarters, Camp oppojite Delhiy 
Half paji Jeven P . M.Sej>f. ii, 1803. 

Publifhed by comniand of his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J. LuMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. , 



A Difpatch, of which the following is a Copy, has 
been received this Day,, by his Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General, from his 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To his -Excellency the Moft Noble MARQjris 
Wellesley, &c. &c. &c. 

MY LORD, Fcrt IVillianty September 2^t iZo^. 

MY letter of yefterday will have informed your 
Lordfliip of the total defeat of the force Under Mr. 
Louis. The latenefs of the hour prevented my^ 
detailing the operations pi the day as fully as I 
could have wiftied. 

I cannot find terms sufficiently ftrohg to exprefe 
the high fenfe I entertain of the gallant fervices 
performed by the whole of the Officers and men 
in the army under my command. 

When the length of our march (upwards of 
eighteen miles,) is confidcred, the fatigue th^ 

k z . ' whole 
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whole army tindcrwcnt, and that we were expofed ^ 
to a moft galling fire from the enemy of grape 
and chain (hot, while advancing in line, the opera- 
tions of yefterday muft ever refleft the highefl 
credit on all dcfcriptions of troops engaged ; and 
cannot fail of ftriking the enemy with a dread of 
our army ; and prove to them, that oppofition to 
fuch fuperior difcipline and courage, is ufelefs. 

To Major General Ware,, who commanded the 
right wing, and to the Honourable Major-General 
St. John, who commanded the left, I feel royfelf 
under infinite obligations. The former, I ara 
forry to fay, received a very fevere contufion, while 
advancing with the right wing. 

Major-General St. John was oppofed to the 
enemy's right •, the ftcadinefs and ability difplayed 
by the Honourable the Major-General, quickly 
Surmounted every difficulty, and forced the enemy 
to retire in diforder, with very heavy lofs. 

To Colonel Si. Leger, who commanded the 
cavalry, my warmeft praifcs are due ; the fteadinefs 
and gallantry of the whole corpsj^ both Europeans 
and Natives, under a formidable fire of artillery, 
does them infinite honour. 

After the gallant and fteady charge^ of his Ma- 
jefty's 76th regiment, led by Captain Boyce, and 
the whole -of the Infantry line, who advanced to 
within one hundred paces of the enemy, without ^ . 
taking their firelocks from their fboulders, when 
they fired a volley, and ru(hed on with the bayonet, * 
with a determination nothing could refiftj had 
forced the enemy to abandon their formidable ar-^ 
tillery. Colonel St. Leger, with the cav?Jry under 
his command, moved rapidly' forward, when a 
dreadful flaughter enfued ; by a well-timed ma-- 
noBuvre of the ColonePs in intercepting their retreat 
to the Jumna, much execution w^^s done : the 
enemy's confufion was fuch, that many were 
drowned, in attempting to crofs the river. 

To 
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To Colonel Horsforcl, and every Officer of the 
cbrps of artillery, I feel myfelf infinitely indeljted 
for their nieritorious fervices on the occafion, 

Hie number of tlie enemy'jj guns already cpl- 
le£ted, is between fifty and fixty ; and I expelSk 
more before the evening. I (hall have the honour 
to forward a regular return of the enemy's ord- 
nance to-morrow* 

I havq to lament the lofs of many Officers and 
men killed and wounded in this aiSlion, returns' 
of which, fhall be tranfmittcd for your lyordfhipV 
information. 

From the extreme heat and fatigue, that both 
Ofl[icers and men experienced, I have to regret th^ 
lofs of Major Middleton, of the 3d native cavalry, 
and Cornpt Sanguine, of the 27th Light Dragoons, 
a^ well as of feveral European foldiers, who fell, 
from the eifefts of the fun. v 

I have to lament the lofs of Captain Robert 
McGregor (Perfian interpreter in the field), who 
tell, when advancing in a gallawt ftyle. 

Th^ confcquences of this viftory, are the eva- 
cuation of the city and forts of Delhi, ai^d the dif* 
perfion of the enemy in all direftions. 

At the earned rcqueft of his Nfaj^fty, who is 
anxious to put himfelf under the prote^ion of 
the Britifh Government, I (hall crofs the river with 
my army, as foon as a fufficient number of boats 
can be procured. 

My ftafF, as ufual, coftdu£led themfelves to my 
entire fa:isfa£lion, and merit my warmed appro- 
bation, 

I have the honour, to be, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordlhip's moft faithful humble l^rvant,* 

(Signed) G. LAKEv 

Head garters. Campy Delhi Ghaut , 
September 12, 18^3. 

Killed 
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Killed by the Effe£ls of the Sun. 

Majw Middleton, 3d Native Cavalry* 

Cornet Sanguine, ; 27th light Dragoons. 

. KiHed in AEiioru 

^ Ciaptain McGregor. 

Lieutenant Hill, 12th Native Infantry. 

Lieutenant Frefton, ijth Native Infantry, 
Lieutenant Alden. 



fVounded. 

Captain tovcll, a 7th Light Dragoons. 
Cornet Crowe, 2d Native Cavalry. 

- Cornet Mather, 2d Native Cavalry. 
Uomet Swindell, 3d Native Cavalfy. 

Ueutenant McDonald, 76th Foot. . 
Lieutenant Wrotefley, 2d Battalion 2d Regt. 
Captain Matthews, Artillery. 

The above is the mqft correft retufn that has yet 
been received. 

Fublifhed by command of his Excellency 
the Moft Noble Governor General in 
Council. 

J. LuivfSDfiN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 
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A Difpatch, of ^hkh the following is a Copy, has 
bce« received this Day, by his Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General, from his Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief. 

To his Excellency tbi? Moft Noble Marquis 
Wellesley, Governor "General, &c. &c^ &c. 

MY LORD, ' ^'^FtrtWiiliam^ Sepfeml^r 2$, i$o^. 

FOR yotir Lordfliip's information, I have the 
honour to enclofe a lift of the killed and wounded, 
■Officers and men, of the army under my command, 
in the adlion of the nth .inftant. 

Yqiir Lordftiip will perceive, that our lofe has 
been 'very great; but when I confider, that we 
moved on againft an immenfe artillery, of no^ly; 
one hundred pieces of cannon, and many of a very 
^ largt? calibre, under as heavy a fire as I have ever 
|>eei^, vvitnefs to^ and that this fire was direded 
ag^nft a line, confifting, on the moft correct calcu- 
latio'n, of not more than four thoufand five hundred 
fnen, including cavalry, artillery^ and infantry; and 
that we were oppofed by upwards of four times 
that num.ber, it is no longer a matter of furprize. 

It is neceflary to remark, that we had only one 
brigade^ of cavalry ; confifting of the 27th h'ght dra- 
goons, and the 2d and 3d regiments of native ca- 
valry ; tlie other brigades being detached for the 
prote61:ion of our own provinces. 

The more I* refle£l on the glorious affair of the 
I lib, the more forcibjy 1 feel the bravery and intre* 
pidity difplayed by every individual compofing my 
army.' 1 ,cannot find words ta expreis my feelings 

on 
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on this occafion, nor can I fafficicntly lament the 
lofs of many brave fellows whp hav^ fallen. 
1 have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordftiip's rpoft faithful 
Humble fervant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE- 

Hekd Quarters^ Camp, near Delhi 
Gkaui, September 13, 1803, 



Return of the Killed ^ IVounded.and Miffing y in the Ac* 
tion of the iith Septembery 1803. 

27ih Dragoons. — Killed — i comet, i quarter maf- 
ter, I ferjeant, 9 privates — horfes, troop 22, 
officer's I, quarter matter's j. 
Wounded — i captain-lieutenant, i ferjeant, 

17 privates— horfes, troop 22, officer's i. 
Miffing — i private — horfes, troop 24, officers' 3. 
Total killed, wounded, and miffing, — Men 32, 
horfes 74. 

Artillery. — Killed — i ferjeant, i corporal, i ma- 

trofs, I lafcar. 
Wounded — i captain, i ferjeant, i corporal, 

2 gunners, 8 matroffes, 2 ferangs, 13 lafcars. 
Miffing — 1 gunner, i lafcar. 

Total, 34. 

2d Regiment nativecavalry.— Killed — 15 horfes» 
Wounded — 2 cornets,.! naik, 14 privates, 16 

horfes. 
Miifmg — 5 horfes. 

Total killed, wounded, and miffing-^Men 17, 
horfes 36. 

3i 
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5d regiment hative cavalry.— -^Killed-^i majors 
I havildar, 5 troopers, 28 horfes* 
Wounded — i cornet^ i jemadar, i naik, 9 troop- 
ers, 20 horfes. 
Miffing — 12 horfes. 

I'otal killed, wctunded, and ihifSng — Men" 19, 
horfes 60. 

y6th foot. — ^Killed — i ' ferjeants, 3 corporals, 29 

privates. 
Wounded— I lieutenant, i ferjeant, 3 corporals, 

93 privates. 
• Miifing — I corporal, 5 privates. 

Total killed, wounded, and miffing, t^S^ 

2d battalion 4th regiment. — Killed — 2 hayildars, 
I naik, 9 fepoys. * 

Wounded— I lieutenant, 2 fubadars, 2 havildars/ 
. 4 naiks, i drummer, 6.9 fepoys. 
Total killed and wounded 91. 

ad battalion 12th regiment.— Killed— l lieutenant, 

I fubadar, 2 havildars,, 1 naik, 3 drummers, 

I I fepoys. 

Wounded — i fubadar^ i havildar, 2 naiks, 32 fe* 
poys, I bhifty. 

Total killed \nd wounded 56. 

ift battalion 15th regiment. — Killed — i fubadar, 
3 fepoys. 
Wounded — 3 havildars, i naik, 8 fepoys. 
Total killed and wounded 16. 

ad battalion i^th regiment. — Killed— i; lieutenant, 
I drummer, 5 fepoys. ^ 
Wounded-*-9 iepoys. 

Total killed and wounded 16. 

ifl: battalion 2d regiment. — Killed — 1 havildan 
I naik, i fepoy* 

* fc Wounded 
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Wounded.— I lieutenant, r havildar, i^ naik, 
12 fcpoys. 
Total killed and wounded 1 8. 

zd battalion 2d regiment. — Killed — 2 havildars, 
4 fepoys. . 

Wounded — 2 lieutenants, i havildar, i naik, 
i8 fepoys. 
Total killed and wounded 28. ^ 

I ft battalion 14th regiment. — Wounded— i havil- 
dar, 12 fepoys. 

Toik/ Europeans Killed, JVounded^and Miffing. . 

Killed— I major, i captain, 2 lieutenants, i cornet, 
,1 quarter mafter, 4 ferjeants, 4 corporals, 39 
privates. 

Wounded — i captain, i captain-lieutenant, 4 lieu- 
tenants, 3 cornets, 3 ferjeants, 4 corporals, 2 gun- 
ners, 1 1 8 privates. * 

Miffing — I corporal, r gunner, 6 privates. 
Total killed, wounded, and miffing, 197 

Total Natives^ Killedy Wounded^ and Miffing. 

Killed — 2 fubadars, ,8 havildars, 3 naiks, 38 pri- ' 

vates, 3 drummers,' I lafcar. 
Wounded — 3 fubadars, \ jemadar, 9' havildars, 

II naiks, 191 privates, i drummer, 2 ferangs, 

13 lafcars, i bhifty. 
Total natives jcilled and wounded 288/ 

Horfes Killed - . - - 67 

• Wounded - - -^ 59 

^ Miffing - -^ - - 47 



Total, 173 
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Names of Officers Killed and Wounded in the AShn of 
the iitk Injiant. 

Killed — ^Major Middleton, 3d regiment cavalry. 

Captain McGregor, Perfian interpreter in 
the field. 

Lieutenant Hill, 2d battalion nth regi- 
ment* * ♦ 

Lieutt^nant Prefton, 2d battalion i5th re- 
giment. 

Cornet Sanguine, a7th dragoons, and 

Quarter mafter R. Richardfon, 27th dra- 
goons. 

Wounded — Major General Ware. 

Captain Mathews, Artillery. 
Captain Lieutenant Co veil, 2 7 tb dragoons. 
Lieutenant MT^onald, 76th regiment. 
. Lieutenant Wrottefley, 2.d battalion 4th 
regiment. 
Lieutenants Alden and Harriot, 2d bat- 
• talion 2d regiment. 
Cornets Crowe and Mather, 2d regiment 

cavalry. 
Cornet Swindf^ll, 3d regiment cavalry. 

(Signed) J. JERRARD, Adjutant General. 

Publifhed by Command of His Excellency 
the Mod Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J. LuMsDEN,^ Chief Sec. to the Govt. 
* k 2 A Dif- 
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A Difpatch, of which the following is an Extrafil", 
has been received this Day, by his Exceliency 
the Mod Noble the Governor General, from his 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To his Excellency the Moll Noble Marquis 
Wellesley, Governor General, &c. &c. &rc. 

MV LORD, ^^''^ William, Septemhr 26, 1805. 

I have the honour to inform your Lord/hip, that 
•the army this morning commenced eroding the 
Jumna, I truft the whole will be on the oppofite 
bank by the eveiiing of the third day ^from hence. 

In confequence of the delay occalioned in pre*^ 
.paring the neceffary prefents, I fliall not vifit his 
Majefty until the i6th inflant. 

I have the pleafure to inform your Lordfhip, that 
Colonel Macan has reported to me, th^t he took 
poffeflion of the Fort of Firozabad on the 9th 
inftant. 

My ktter of the 7th will have informed your 
Lordfhip of Mr. Perron's application for leave to 
pafs* through the . Honourable Company's territo- 
ries, on his way to Lucknow. 1 have the honour 
to inform your Lordlhip, that Mr. Perron, accom- 
panied 'by Meflrs. Beckett and Fleury, pafled Sarf- 
nee on the xzth inftant ^ the latter gentleman, who 
with fome difficulty joined Mr. Perron, informed 
Colonel Ball, that the horfe he had under his com- 
, mand had difperfed. 

I learn from all quarters, 'that the difperfion of 
the force that oppofed me on the nth is moft com- 
plete ; and I exped- mortly to have it in my power 
to inform your Lordlhip, that Monfieur BourquaHn, 
alias Louis, and the other French Officers in his 
2U:my, have delivered themfelves up, as they have 

already 



Digitized by 



Google 



'*77 

already fequefted to be allowed to throw tliem- 
felves i(pon the proteftion of the Britifh Govern- 
ment. , 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord^ 
Four Lordlhip's moft faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) G- LAKfi^ 

Head^iarterSy Campy Delhi y 

September 14, 1803. ,/, 

Publifhed by command of his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General , 
in Council. 

J. LxJMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt, 



A t)ifpatch, of which thp following is a fcopy, 
has been received this day, by his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General, from 
bis Excellency the Commander in Chief, 

To his Excellency the Moft Nolle Mar oiris Wel- 
les ley, (^c. ^c. &c. 

Fort Williamy Sept, 28, 1803, 
MY LORD, 

I HAVE the pleafure to inform your Lordiln'p, 
that Meffrs. Bourquain, Geilin, Guerinaiier, Del. 
Perron, and Jean Pierre, ycfterday delivered them- 
felves up prifoners. 

They refide for the prefent in the Fort under a 
guard. I (hall, however, difpatch them in a few- 
days under an efcort to Futty-Ghur, from whence 
they will embark for the Prefidency. 

Ihave 



Digitized by 



Google 



*78. 

'^' I have the honour to inform yout Lordfliip, that 
I intend paying my firft vifit to his Majesty to-mor- 
row morning. » 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c.-&c, 

(Signed) G.LAKE. 

HeaJ'QuarferSi Delhi, 
Sept, 15, 1803. 

Publiflied by command of his Excellency 
The Moft Noble the Governor General ' 
in Council. 

J. LuMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 



A Difpatch, of which the following is an extraft, 
was yefterday received by his ^Excellency the 
Moil Noble the Governor General, from )iis 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To hU Excellency the Moft Noble Marquis Welles- 
ley, Governor General y i£c i^c. i^c. 

Fort William^ OSl. I, 1803. 
MY LORD, 

I ihave the honour to inform your Lordfhip, that 

'in confequence of x\\t hour fixed upon by his Ma- 

jefty, I yefterday, attended by the chief Officers of 

^thc army, waited on his Majefty at his palace in 

the Fori. 

Akber Shah, his.Majefty's eldcft fon, came to 
my camp to conduct mer 

His Majefty received me feated on his throne, 
when the prefents were, delivered, and the forms 
ulual on thole occafions w^re obferved. - - 

Kis 
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His Majefty and his whole Court were unani- 
mous in teftifying their joy at the change that has , 
taken^place in their fortunes. 

I have the honour to be, ' 
My Lord, 
Your Lordfhip's moft faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) ^ G.LAKE. 

Head ^iiartersy Campy Delhiy 
September i^y ^i%o^.- 

Publiflied by command of his Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governor General 
in Council. 

J. LuMSBEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 



Difpatches, of which the following are copies* , 
. have been received by his Excellency the Moft 
Noble the Governor Greneral, fr;om his Excel- 
lency the 'Corpmander in Chief. 

J'o bis Excellency the Moft Noble Marqjjis Welles- 
ley, Qovernor-Generaly i^c. (f^c. Cffr. 

Fort Willi amy OSoh^r 3, iSoj, 
MY LORD, ^ 

I have the honour to enclofe;^ for your Lordfliip's ^ 

information, a return of the ordnance found in the 

. fort of Ally Ghur, captured on the 4th inftant. 

. The condition of the guns, num^ber of arms and 

accoutrements, quantity of powder, military ftores, 

&c. have not yet been afcertained 5 but I have left 

Captain Beft, an Officer^ of Artillery, in the garri- 

fon, who will, as foon as poflibk, fend me exaft 

a returns. 
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returns, which 1 ftiall have the honour to forward 
to your Lordfhip'. 

I have the honour to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordfhip*s moft faithful humble Servant, 

(Signed) G- LAKE. 

Head Quarters, Camp near Coorjah^ 
September 8, i8o3» 



Return of the Ordnance^ 6fr. captured in the Fort of Alh 



W. iJ. 
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. H. B. There was not fufficieht titne to afcertain 
the exaft condition of the above ordnance, fo as to 
jpronounce thern ferviccable, or unferviceablie. 

In the arfenaiyard "^ abundance 6t (hot for the 
above guns, and fonje ftonc Ihells, but neither of 
them are yet counted. 

In the magazi^e is a large quantity of gunpowder, 
hot yet weighed. 

In the ar^nal is a gi*eat number of new arms and 
fome accoutremients. Pah of the arms aJ-e made 
aft6r the European, and part after the country 
fa&hion ; the exa£t number of each not yet known. 

In the (lore-rooms are military (lores of various 
kinds, but not at prefent ckamined. 

(Signed) "JOHN HORSFORD, LieUt Col. 
' Commanding Artillery in thie Field. 



To his Excellency the Mo(t ,NobIe MarquIs 
WEtLESLEY, Governor General, &c.&c# &c. 

MY lORD, 

For your Lbrdship's information, I have the 
honour to tranfmit a teturn of the ordnance, &c. 
taken from the enemy oh the nth indent. 

From the reports of the Officer comnianding the 
Artillery, vhe whole of this ordnance rs remarkably 
fine, as will be more fully pointed out to your 
Lordship by the remark$ of Colonel Horsfora an- 
nexed to the Return. 

fk ' ^ The 



Digitized 



b^ Google 



t78 

The whole of this artillery played on pur line a^ 
we advanced. 

I have the honour to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordfhip^s moft'faithful 
Humble fervant, 

(Signed) G.MKE. 

Camji, Delhi, SeptemberiS, i9o2* 
Head Quarters. 



Report of the. Ordnance^ ^c. capttatjed apfqfite DelAi, 
on the wth of September, 1803. 



% Brafs' 
5 ^itt 
X ditto- 

3 Iron— 
14 Bfafs- 

i Iron— 

^3 Brafs- 

S.ditto- 

4 Iron- 
i Brafs- 
I dittc- 
4. ditto- 
% ditto- 



-20-pounders, 
1 8-poundcf carronades, 
-|6-pounder ditto 
1 2-p<iUDders, (French), 
-6- pounders, 
6-pounder, 
-4-pounders, 
-3 ditto, / 
3 ditto^ 
-8- inch mortar, 
■-8-inch hpwitzer^ 
-6-inch ditto, 
-5I ditto. 



The whole mount- 
ed oii field pir- 

► rragcs, with 
limbers and tra- 
ces complcai; • 



6 8. pieces of cannpn of different natures. • 

37 Turjibrils Compjeat, laden vt'ith ammunition. 
24 ditto ditto ditto, blovvn up on the 

^ ^ field of battle. 

(l\ Tumbrils compleat, laden with ammunition^ 

N- B. Many tumbrils and ammunition carriages 
abandoned by the enemy in the Jumnah and Nul- 
lahi not included above. 
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The whole of the above-mentioned Ordiiapce ap- 
pears *' ferviceable," excepting one iron i2-poun7 
der, and one iron 3*p6under, which arq bi^rft in 
firing. [ . , ' . - . ^ 

The iron guns are of European maniafaftare. 
The brafs guns, mortars, and howitzers, have beea 
pad in India ; one Pbrtuguezc 3-pounder excepted. 
Some bear an infcription of being made at Muttra'^ 
others at Ugein ; but the whole are evidently frbir^ 
the defign and execution of an European artift. 
The dimenfions are, in general,N thofe df the 
French J the workfnapfliip is of as* high a finifh as 
^ny in the Company's arfenal. 

Thirteen of the 4-pounders "have iron cylinders 
(or bores), over which it would ft^em the metal was 
run in cafting the piece, for the adher^n^ce is fo- 
clofe, that np flit or ^chafm appear^ ; and nothing 
but the different colours of the two metals difcovers 
the junction. J'he iron Cylinder (or bore) is com- 
pofed of four longitudinal pieces of hammered 
iron, remarkably clofe, and neatly fitted through^ 
put the bore. , 

The whale of the pieces are furnifhed with well* 
made elevating fcrews j fome are of the lateft' 
iFrcnch improv^ient : And to the mortars and 
howitzers the fame kind of elevating fcrews are, 
by a fimple and ingenious adjuftment, made to 
elevate tl^e piece to any anglc,^ and give either 
of them the double capacity of mortar and 
howitzer. 

The carriages are ffrong and good ; fome arc 
• neatly made according to the French pattern. 

The turiibrils are very ftout, but of the clumfy 
Cze and fhape made by the Company in their arfe- 

nal 
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nrf about twenty years igo : SafTie, however; hav^ 
the modern draft chain; whilft otiiers have retained 
the tracQ made of green hides. 

The ammunition, bpth round and grape^ differs! 
from tb$t riiade in tjic Gompariy's arfenal, ihfomuch 
i$, that the bagd are of cotton inftead of ferge3 
and not fixed to bottoms with the (hot i and alfo, 
that two fotts of grape are made ufe" of after the 
French ordonnance -, \ii. large balls for great di^ 
lances, and fm^ller balls for lefler diftances. 

Chaiti (hot i*olled up into the Ihape of a ball, of 
the fize of the bore of the piece, cither mortar oi 
iiowitzer, made part alfo of the- Enemy's* ammu- 
llition. 

(Signed) JOHN HORSFORD, Lt. Col. 

Commandifig the Artillery in the Field; 

j^ tavE Coi^Yi 

(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, 

Military Setrttarj^ 



p «?= 
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General Orders^ hy His Excellency the Mqft Nohk tlie 
Governor General in Council^ Captain General 
and Commander in Chief of all the Land Forces 
Serving in the Eaft Indies* « 

Fort JVilUam, O^oberi, 1803. 

THE returns received by the Governor General 
in Council of the ordnance taken on the field of 
battle near Delhi, on the iith of September 1803, 
have completed the official flatement of the military 
operations conduced under the perfonal command 
of His Excellency General Lake^ from the 29th of 
Auguft to the 1 8th of September. 

In reviewing the rapid and brilliant fuccefs of our . 
arms within that period of time, every loyal fubjecSt 
of the Britifh empire mud be animated by the mofl 
zealous emotions of juft pride, national triumph, 
and public glory. 

The Governor General in Council has already ex- 
preffed the fentiments of gratitude and admiration 
with which he contemplates the condudl of His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief, and of the 
officers and troops under His Excellency's perfonal 
command, in the adlion of the 29th of Auguft, and 
in the gallant aflault of the fortrefs of Ally Ghur 
on the 4th of September. 

His Excellency in Council highly approves the 
judicious and early movement of the army afttr that 
important fuccefs towards the principal ftation of 
the enetoy's infantry and artillery, and the pofitio© 
whence the moft fpeedy relief might be afforded to 
the unfortunate reprefentative of the Houfe of Ti* 
inurandto His Majefty'te Royal Family. 

The decifivevidtory gained in the battle of Delhi," 
on the nth of September, juftificd the firm confi- 
dence repofed by tJhe Governor General in Council 
jn the bravery, perfcvcranee, and difcipline of the 

I army. 
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army, and in the fkill, judgment, a^live fpirit, and 
invincible intrepidity of their illufiridus commander. 

The glory of that day is pot fui^pafled by any 
recorded triumph of the Bri^ifli arms in India, and 
is attended by every circumftance calculated to ele- 
vate the fame of Britifli valor, to illuftrate the 
chsiva(\ev of Britifh humanity, and to fecure the 
i^bility of the Britifla empire in the Eafl. 

The 0pvcrnor General in Council acknowledges 
with the mpft cordial latisfafiion, the diftinguiflied 
fervice^ of Major Qeneral A^are, and of the Ho- 
pof^able Major General St. John, in thjc adiion of 
t^V I *th ofj Septenriber ; and directs the Commander 
in Chief to fignify his particqlai; approbation of the 
coi?du(^ of Major General Ware, in thecprnmand 
of the right wing of the Britifli army, and of the 
conduit of the Honorable Major QeneraJ St. John, 
in the ability and fteadinefs which he difplayedjii 
;^ the command of the left wing, by furmounting every 
djf|icuUy, and by forcing the right wing o£ thq 
qnerpy to retire in difprder with heavy lofs. 

Tlifs Governor General in Council alfo direfts the 
pomroapder in Chief to notify to Colonel St. lieger, 
and to the corps of cavalry employed On this ho- 
norable occafion, the high approbation \yith. which 
His t^^cellency in Council has received the report 
of their gallantry and firmnefs, and of the peculiar 
iki^l manifefted under the able command of Colonel 
St. iiCgcr, in their judicious, rapid* and decifiye 
»;ipyements during the adion, and after the flight of 
tlie enemy bad. commenced. Hjs Excellency in 
Council conten^plates with great fatisfa^ion the ad- 
vanced flate of difpipline of the Native cavalry of 
Bengal, and the fplendid proofs which tbai> corps 
has aftbrded of its effici^npy in adlivje fervice againft 
the i\ui|)erous artillery of the enemy. 

the cot)du6t of Qaptajn Boyqe and of His J\&k 
jefty's 761th regiment is noticed with the. warmeft 
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applaufe by the Governor General in Council i the 
high reputation eilablifhed by that refpedlable corps 
in varioUwS fervices of difficulty and danger in Indi^, 
appeared in the battle of Delhi witli a degree of Iuf!ne 
\vhich has never been exceeded even by J^riti()i 
troops. Htis Excellency in Council fignifies his mo/l 
diftinguifhed approbation of the firrhneis and intre- 
pidity of the officers and men of the Native infantry, 
who, with His Majefty's 76th regiment, ^t the poiqt 
of tbcs bayonet, forced an enemy, confiderably fu- 
perior in numbers, from a powerful and^well-fcrvecl 
artillery, and opened the way for the fuccefsful charge 
of the cavalry. The condudl of the Native troops 
on this memorable day reflecSls the higheft honor 
Upon the difcipline of the army of Bengal, and 
confirms the confidence of , the Governor Generalin 
Courjcil^ in the diligence, Ikill, and courage of the 
officers of this eflablilhment, and in the eminent 
chara61er of our native foldiers. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Horsford and the artillery, 
the Governor Genei^al in Council repeats the publip 
teftimony of approbation which that meritorious 
corps has uniformly deferved in every exigency of 
the fervice. 

To the ftafFK)f the army, the Governor General 
in Council is happy to exprefs the fatisfadlion with 
which he learns that they continue,, on all occafions, 
to merit the warmeft approbation of the Commander 
in Chief. 

The Governor General in Council fincerely 1(3- 
ments the lofs of Major Middkton, Captain Mac 
Gregor, Lieutenant Hill, Lieutenant Prellon, Cor- 
•net Sanguine, and Quarter Matter Richardfon ; and 
of the brave foldiers who fell in the exemplary ex- 
ertion of deliberate valor and difciplined fpirit at 
the battle of Delhi. The names of thefe brave 
men will be commemorated with the glorious events 
of the day on which they fell, and will be honored 

1 2 and 
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ind rcVcrcd, while the fame of that fignal viftory 
fhaV endure. 

Ili teftimony of the peculiar honor acquired by 
ihc army under the perfoiial command of His Excel- 
lency General Lake, the Governor General in 
Council is pleafed to order, that honorary colours, 
with a device properly fuitcd to commemorate the 
teduflion of the fortrefs of Ally Ghur on the 4th, 
and the v\6\oTy obtained at Delhi on the nth of 
September, be prefented to the corps of cavalry and 
infantry, European and Native, re(pe6tively em- 
ployed on thofe glorious occafions ; and that a publit 
monument be ere6led at Fort William to the me- 
rooj'y of the brave officers and men, European and 
Native, who have fallen in the public fervice during 
the prefent campaign. 

The honorary colours granted by thefe orders to 
His Majefty's 27th regiment of dragoons, and t6 
the 76th regiment of foot, are to be ufed by thofe 
corps while they Ihall continue in India, or until 
His Majefty*s moft gracious pleafure be ligriified 
through His Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

In concluding his orders on this memorable occa- 
iion, the Governor General in Council is pleafed to 
diredl, that the public thanks of the Supreme Go-^ 
vernment of the Britifli pofleffions in India be given 
to His Excellency General Lake, Commander in 
Chief of His Majefty's and of the Honorable 
Company's forces in India, who, with unexampled 
alacrity, eminent judgment, and indefatigable cou- 
rage, under extraordinary difficulties, has prepared 
the army of Bengal for the fields has condudled it 
by a rapid fucceffion of glorious vidiories to the 
complete defeat of a powerful enemy; and has 
maintained the honor of th^ Britifh name in India, 
by a humane attention towards the inhabitaats of 
the conquered provinces, and by a due refpe<5t and 
reverence towards the unfortunate reprefentative x)f 

the 
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the Houfc of Timur, and towards His Majefty*s^ 
Royal Family. 

His Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor 
General in Council, Captain General and Com-" 
mander in Chief of all the land forces ferving in 
the Eaft Indies, is pleafed to diredl, that thefc 
orders be publicly read to the troops under arms at 
every ftation of the land forces in the Eaft Indies, 
and that the European officers of the Native corps 
do caufe the fame to be duly explained to the 
Native officers and troops. 

By command of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

L. HOOK, Sec. to the Gov L Mil. Deps. 
By command of His Excellency the Captain Ge- 
neral and Commander in Chief of the. Land 
Forces. 

J. Armstrong, A£lg. Mil. Sec^ 



His Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor^ 
(general in Council has received authentic advices 
of the capture of the fort and city of Baroacb^ 
by aflfault, on the 29th of Auguft, by (he troops 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Wood- 
ington. 

" Authentic intelligence |ias alfo been received of 
the capture of the Fort of Jalnapore, by the troops 
under the command of Colonel Stevenfon. 

The official details of thefe important events have 
not yet been received from the Honorable Major 
General Wellefley. 

Publifhed by command of His Excellency the 
Moft Noble the povernor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 
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Fori PTtlUam, OSl. 3, 1803. 

DISPATCHES, of which the following are ex- 
tradls, have been received by His Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General, froiri the Ho- 
norable the Governor in Council of Bombay.. The 
official difpatches on this fubjedl have not yet been, 
received from the Honorable Major General Wellef- 
ley. 

To the Honor able Jonathan Duncan, Efa. Pre^ 
ftdent and Governor y &c. &c. in Council. 

Honorable Sir/ 
I HAVE the honor to enclofe a copy of my letter 
to Major General Wellefley for your inforrbation. 
1 have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) HENRY WOODINGTON, 
Lieutn Col. &c. 
Camp before Bar oachy Augiift i^, 1803. 



To the Honourable Major General Arthur 

Wellesley, 6f^. (^c. &c. 
Sir, 
I HAVE the honor to acquaint you, that I have 
ihis morning attacked and taken poffeffion of the 
pettah on the weftern face of the fort of Baroacb. 
The battet-y for two eighteen- pounders I hope to 
have finithed in the courfe of the night, and that 
I Ihall be able to begin to batter to-morrow morning, 
when I flatter myfelf a fpeedy redudtion of the fort 
will enfue. 

Agreeably to my communication to you, I marched 
from Baroda on the 21ft, and encamped within two 
cofs of Baroach on the 23d. ^ It was my intention 
to have attacked the pettah (on the outfide of which 
I was informed they had brouglit their whole force) 
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Oft the moFning of the 24th, expefting to have found 
the Fury fchooner with the two eighteei>-pounder8 
at anchor, about a G0I3 from the fort, .agreeably to 
the intimation I had received ; but early in the 
morning of the 24th, ope of ray coflids, who had 
.been difpatched to Lieutenant Hewitfon, flie cona- 
rtiander of the veflll, to give him notifce of my ap- 
proach, brought me information from him, that, on 
account of the fhallownefs of the water, it vyould 
be utterly impradlicable to get his veflel to Ba roach 
until the fprings, and that he was at anchor at Bar- 
good, five cols off. 

On this ititelligence I marched to Bargood on the 
a^ihy and made an arrangement to bring the eigh- 
teen-pounders and floras up in boats, and I am 
happy to acquaint you they are jufl arrived. 

Wc found the enemy in front of the pettah,^ ias I 
expefled, to receive us, and with great eafe forced 
them to a precipitate retreat into the fort. 

Our lofs in killed and wounded is not great ; no 
European officer is hyrt. I fhould have the honor 
of lending a return of the killed and wounded, but 
have not had time vet to coUedl them, from the 
troops being fo much employed. The lo^s of the 
enemy I have not alcertained. .' 

I have the hpnor to she, &c. &c. &Ci 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, Lieut. Col. 

Commanding Detachment againjl Baroach. 

Camp before Baroack, 25M Atigufi 1803. 

P. S. My detachment confifls of 500 rank and* 
file Europeans, and aboul the fame number of the 
grenadier battalion of Native infantry ; two hovvit*- 
zers, two lix pounders, and the two eighteen- 
1 pounders brought in the Fury., I marched from 
Baroda with two twelve- pounders^ but T left them 
behind after the firft day's march, on receiving cer- 
tain information of the Fury^s arrival in Baroach. 
5 river. 
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river, as our march would have l>ccn very confidet*- 
ably delayed by bringing them on. 
True Copies, 
(Signed) J. A» Grant, Sec. to Govt. 



Tq the Honorable Jonathan Duncan, Prejidenf and 
Governor i ^c. &c. 6f^r.; in Council. 

Honorable Sir, 
T HAVE the honor to enclofe for your information, 
a letter I have this day addrefled to the Honorable 
Major General Wellefley on the capture of Baroach. 
I have the honor to be, &p. &c. 

(Signed) H. WOODINGTON, 
Baroachy 2gth Atignji 1803. Lieut. Col. 



To Major General WEhtESh^r, (sfc.pfc. (^c. 

Sir, 
1 HAVE the honor to acquaint you, th^t at three 
o'clock P. M. I ftormed the fort of Baroach, and 
carried it with liltle lofs, ahhough tha Arabs made 
confidcrable reliftance, particularly on our entering 
the breach. The Arabs have fufFered very confider- 
ably, and we have taken a great many Aand of co- 
lours, A more deep afcent to the breach, and of 
fuch length, is feldom fecn* I cannot exprefs my- 
felf in fuffigient terms on the gallantry <>f the officers 
and men I have the honor to command. I Ihall 
have the honor to addrefs you more fully to-mor- 
ro\y. I write this for your early inforniation, im- 
mediately after we got pofleffion of the place, which 
will, I hope, l)e anexcufe for hafte. 

I have thp honor tp be, &c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) H. WOODINGTON^ 
B^ro(ich, 2^th Augujti^o'^. Lieut. CoL 

True Copies, 
(Sigpe^) J. A. QKA^Ty Sicc^ to Govt. 
- ' To 



Digitized by 



Google 



8^ 

To the Honorable Jojx Am kv Duncan, E/^* Vreji^ 
dent and Governor^ ^c;^c. &c. in Council. 

Honorable Sir^ 
I HAVE the honor to tranfmit for your information, 
copy of my letter of this day's date, with enclofures, 
to the Honorable Major General Arthur Wellefley. 
We have taken at leaft twenty ftands of colours 
from the Arabs and Scindiaqs. I have only been 
able to colledt ten, ii prefent, which, together with 
the colours of the fort, I fliall have the pleafure to 
fend to the Prcfidcncy by the earlieft opportunity, 
I have the honor to be, with the greateft refpedl:. 
Honorable Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
HENRY WOODINGTON, 
Baroach^ Aug. 30, 1803. Liiut. Col. ^c. 

p. S. Since writing the above, I have three more 
ftands of Arab colours brought to me ; befides which, 
I have, at Major Cuyler s particular requefl, per- 
mitted the 86th regiment to keep two, making ia 
all fifteen. 



To the Honordbh Major General Arthur Welles-* 
LEY, Commander m Chief of the Britijk Forces on 
the Wejtern Side of India. 

Sir, 

I wrote you yefterday evening after we had 
ilormed and taken poifeilion of the fort of Baroacb, 
I have now the honor of acquaintidg you more fully 
on the fubje<a. 

The breach was reported pradticable by the engi.- 
ncer at eleven A. M. when I determined to ftorm, 
but delayed it until three* o'clock, not only that I 
might benefit by the afliftance of the Fury and an 
armed boat, which I expedted would arrive in time 
tQ take their ftfttions oppoiite the fort^ but as I 
, m thought 
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thought thai a very likely hour to find the enemy 
off their guards 

The veflel and armed boat however did not arrive 
in^ time to afford any afliftance. 

Tlie enclofed orders for the florm will inform you 
of the difpofition I made, as will the accompanying 
profile and elevation of the weftern front of the fort. 

The enemy made a defperate attack in oppofing 
our entrance into the breach, but by the valor and 
ipirit of the troops were fpeedily repulfed, and my 
orders were carried into full execution. After Cap- 
tain Richardfon had obtained poffeflion of the firft 
gate, Major Cuyler pufhed on (6 rapidly, that he 
overtook the Arabs before the greatefl part, both 
horfe and foot, could get out of the gate, and put 
to death about 200 of them. Many horfes were alfo 
killed. 

I beg leave id fubmit to your notice the re^dy co- 
operation of Major Cuyler throughout every part of 
the fervice, his gallantry and condudl in the com* 
mand of the florm, as alfo of Captain Richapdfon 
who led. 

The whole of the officers and men employed oa 
this fervice have condu6ted themfelves fo much to 
my fatfsfaftion, that I cannot ^xprefs my felt too 
ilrongly in their commendation. 

I am now employed in eftablifliing fome order in 
the fort, in getting the ei^hteen-pounder, and every 
thing we do not want to moVe with, into it, alfo in 
burying the enemy*s dead, amounting to about 230. 

I have great pleafure in informing you, that our 
lofs is fmall. Captain M'Laurin of his Majefty's 
86th regiment, the only officer wounded, and not 
badly. A return of the killed and wounded in the 
liorm, as alfo a general return of the kiHed and 
woundeci daring the fiege, I enclofe. I have the ho- 
jnor to be, Sir, your raofi: obedient fervaht, 

(Signed) HENRY WOODINGTON, 
Baroachf Auguji 30, 18 03. Limt, Col. 

\ 2 . Baroach^ 
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B roach^' Monday^ Augufi^ 29^ 1803. 

Tteld Orders, by Lieutenant Colonel Woodington. 
Parole, Britannia — Gounterlign, Success. 

The breach being reported pradlicable, the fort 
will be ftormed at three o'clock. 

Storpaing party undet the command of Major 
Cuyler. . 

- Forlorn Hope^ — A ferjeant, and twelve volunteers 
of His Majefty's 86th regiment, 
ill Party to lead under Captain Richardfon.— rioo 
rank and file of His Majefly's 8.6th regiment 
. including one flank company, and 100 rank 
and file of the grenadier battalion including 
one flank company. 
2d Party under Major Cuyler. — 150 rank and filq 
of His Majefly's 86th regiment including one 
flank company, and 1 50 rank and file of the 
grenadier battalion including one flank com- 
pany : each party to have hoes, pickaxes, and 
crows with them, carried by foldiers ; the fca- 
ling-ladders (to be ufed if n.ecelTary) to be alfo 
carried -by foldiers. 
Keferve under Captain Bethune. — 100 rank and file 
of His Majefly's 86th regiment, and 100 rank 
and file of the grenadier battalion. 
Thefe parties, wili parade and be formed in thb 
flreets the troops occupy at two o'clock, and then 
be completed to thirty-fix rounds and well flinted ; 
after which they will be marched up to the rear of 
the battery under cover from the view of the fort, 
and wait in the utmdft filence until the fignal from 
two fix-pounders, fired quick one after another, di*- 
re(51s their advance to florm the breach. The referve 
N will follow the florming party, and afler having en- 
tered the breach. Captain feethune will immediately 
form his men and wait to adl as circumftances may 

ma dirciSt, 



Digitized by 



Google 



9* 

dirtOi. Twenty boxes of mufquet ammunition to 
be taken in with Captain Bethune*s party. 

On entering the breach, Captain Richardfon will 
turn to the' left, and mtarch by the works to take 
pofleffion of the Cuttoopoor gate. Major Cuyler's 
party will follow, and puih on alfo by the works to 
take pofleffion of the Jarrafeer gate. When thcfc 
gates are obtained, the works are to be cleared of 
any parties of the enemy in their vicinity, and the 
men to be kept under arms ready to a6i: at a mo- 
ment's warning, 

A true Copy, 
(Sighed) H. WOODINGTON, LieuL Col. 

Return of the Killed^ Wounded, and Miffing in the Pettah 
and the Storm of Baroach on the 2gth of Augiift, under 
the Command of Lieutenant Colonel Wbodington. Ba^ 



(bigned) J. unxiiiij u» m. 

Return 
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Risturn of the Kilkd, fPhunded, mi Miffingf during the 
Siege of Baroach, under the Command of Lieutenant 
Coumel Henry Woodington. Baroack, the 30^6 Augufi 
1803. 



N. B. Captain William Semple, of His Majefty's 86th regiment, ' 
killed on the ayh inft. 
Captain James Richardibo, of '\ 

H. M. 86th Regt. Uoundedon the 29th inft/ 

Captam L. M'Launn, of H. M. [ ^ • 

86th Regiment, J 

(Signed) J. BEDTE, B.M. 

True Copies, ^ 

(Signed) J. A. Grant, Sec, to Qovt. 

Pubiiflied hy command of His Excellency the Mod Noble 

the Governor General in Council, 
* J. LuMSDEN, Chief Sec, to the Govt. 
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Fort William^ 03. 14, 1803. 
A DISPATCH, of wliich the following is an ex- 
traft, has been received this day, by His Exceltency 
the Moft Noble, the Qovernor General, from If is 
Excellency the Commander in Chief, 

To Hisi ExcelUncy the Mojl Nohle Marquis Welles- 
L£Y, Governor General^ &c. &c. &c* 

My Lord, 

I HAVE the honor to enclofe for your Lordfliip's 
information, extradl of a letter juft received from 
tolonel Vandeleur, reporting the arrival of Colonel 
Dujlerneg, Meflrs. Smith and Lapanet, in his camp. 

No Fpench officer of any confequence now re- 
mains in Scindiah's fervice, and thbfe who do, 
would, I have reafon to believe, willingly avail 
themfelves of any opportunity of putting themfelves 
onder our protedion, - 
; ' I have the honor to be, my Lore}, 

f Your Lordljhip's mod faithful humble fervant, 
: • Head Quarters, (Signed) G. LAKE. 

Cam^ CJwnay ijl September i8oj. 



Extract of a Letter from Colonel Vandeleur, dated 
Camp, Muttra^ the o^cih September 1^6'^. 
Colonel Duderneg, and Meflrs. Smith and La- 
panet, having quitted Scindiah's fervice, came' into 
camp this day. 

. A true Extract, 
(Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Military See, 



A DISPATCH, of which the following is a 
copy, has been rfec€ive4 by His Excellency the Moft 
Noble the Governor General, from the Honorable 
Major General Wellefley. / 

My 
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My Lord, Campy Septemher}.if iSo^i '. 

1 »HAVE the honor to enclofe copies of the papers *' 
which contain a detailed account of the attack upon,- 
a-nd capture of, Baroach. I beg to draw Your Ex-- 
cellency's r^oixcQ to the condu6l of the troops em- 
ployed on this fervice ; particularly to that of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Woodington who commanded, to that 
ofMajorCuyler^nd Captain Richardfon of the 86th 
regiment, and of Captain ClifFe of the Bombay^ 
engineers. . . 

I have the honor to be, my Lord, 
Your Excellency's moft obedient. 
And faithful humble fervant. 
(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 
His Excellency the Governor General^ &c. &c. &c. 

Publifhed by command of His Excellency the Mofi: 
Noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LuMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 



General Orders ^ hy His Excellency the Mofi Noble the- 
Governor General in Councih 

Fort William, OdJoher 14, 1803. 

THE Governor General in Council derives great 
latisfadlion from the intelligence, which he has re- 
ceived of the redu6lion of the fort and city of Baroach, 
on the 29th of Auguft, and of the ability, prompti- 
tude, and gallantry with which that important fervice 
was accomplilhed by the brave officers, and troops, 
tinder the command of Lieutenant Colonel Wood- 
ington of the eftablifhment of Bombay. 

His Excellency in Council highly approves the 
condudl of Lieutenant Colonel Woodington in his 
judicious and fpirited exertions for the early redu(5lion 

* Thefe papers were publifhed in the Gazette Extraordinary of 
ttie 4th OAober. 

of 
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of the place ; m directing the operations of the fiege ; 
in bis ieafonable determination to alTauIt the fort ; 
and in the difpoiition which he made of the troops 
under his command, with a view to fecure the rapid 
fiiccers of that gallant attack. 

The Governor General in Council fignifies his 
particular approbation of the valor and judgment 
manifefted by Major Cuyler of ^is Majefiy's 86th 
legiment, throughout the iervice at Baroach^ and in 
commanding the fiorm of the fort, and by Captain 
Kichardfonof the fame corps in leading the aifault. 
His Excellency in Council alfo obferves, with parti- 
cular fatisfa6Uon^ the conduft of Captain Cliffe, o£ 
the engineers oif Bombay. 

To all the officers and troops, European and 
Native, employed on this honorable occasion, His 
Excellency in Council lignifies his high commend- 
ation. 

The Governor General in Council laments the lofs 
of Captain W. Semple of His Majefty's 86th regi- 
ment, killed on the 25th of Auguft, and of the few 
brave men who fell before Baroach. It is a great 
fatisfadtion, however, to obferve, that an acquifition 
fo important fhould have been fecured with the lois 
of only one officer and of fo few foldiers. 

In bearing a due teftimony to the merits of the 
officers and troops employed in the redu6tion of 
Baroach on the 29th of Auguft, the Governor Ge- 
neral in Council remarks, that on the fame day, 
diftinguifhed by the commencement of the vidtorious 
career of the army of Bengal, under the perfcmal 
command of His Excellency General Lake, upon 
the frontier of Oude, the armv of Bombay at the 
weftern extremity of the peniniula of India, effefted 
a fervice of the moft arduous nature, with a limilat 
Ipirit of alacrity and courage. 

In the courfe of an extenfive and complicated 
fyftem of military operations, the glorious fucceis of 

our 
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our arms fince the commencement of tins war ha$ 
b^en ^iniform in every part of India : the able and 
gallant officers and tr6ops of His Majeily's fervice, 
and of the feveral e(tablifhments of the threp Prefi- 
dcncies, have been a6luated by equal fentimenis of 
public fpirit and honor, and have co-oi3erated with 
equal ardor and iuccefs in an united elFort to 
accomplilh the jufi objefls of the< allies. The Go- 
vernor General in Council confides in the juflice of 
our cavife, in the unanimous zeal of the three Prefix 
dencies, and in the continued co-operation of their 
refpedtivercfources and power, that the views of the 
confederate chieftains will be fpeedily fruftrated by 
the complete reftoration-of peace and tranquillity to 
the provinces of yindpflan and the Dekan, which 
have been dillurbed by the ambition and violence of 
the enemy.^ 

The Governor General in Council directs, fliat 
copies of this order be tranfmittcd to the Right 
Honorable the Governor in Council at Fort St. 
George, and to the Honourable the Governor in 
Council at Bombay, to be publilned to the armies 
of thofe Prefidencies rtjfpedtively. , n 

By command of His Excellency the Moft Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

(Signed) . . L. HOOK, 

Sec, to the Govt. Mil Dep. 

Fort IVdliam, Oaoher\%, 1803. 
AUTHENTIC advices have been received by 
His Excellency the Moft, Noble the Governor 
General, containing the important intelligence, that 
on the 23d of SeptemVT an a(^tion took place near 
the Adjuntee Pals in the D^ kan, between the forrcs 
under the command of the Honorable Major Ge- 
, neral \Vellelley and the naain body of the combined 

n army 
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atmy of the confederate chieftains Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, and the Rajah of Berar; in which, after a fevere 
fcngag^mcnt which lafted for three hours, the enemy, 
was completely defeated, and ninety pieces of cannon 
weiie taken by (he Britifti troops at the point of the 
bayonet. 

Our lofs has been fevere in this glorious and 
l)rilKant vidory. 

The official difMtches have not yet been received 
from the Honorable Major General Wellefley. 

Publifhed by command of His Excellency the 

Moft Noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LVMSDEN, Chief Sec. fo the GovL 



Fort ffllliam, Oaober 19/A, 1803. 
THE following dispatch, received laft night by 
exprefs, is publiflied by order of His Excellency tfte 
Moft Noble the Governor General in Council. 

To Captain Armstrong, ARing Military Secretary 
to His Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor 
General. 

Sir, 

I REQUEST you Will bc plcafcd to ft ate to His 
Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor General, 
that the Barabatty fort has this inftant been taken 
,by aflTault. 

X-ieutenant Colonel Clayton, of the 20th Bengal 
jregiment, who commanded the attack, not having 
yet made his report to me, I am not enabled to for- 
ward- to ypu for His Excellency's information, the 
regular details of this fuccefs; but I underfiaqd his 
conducft, anji that of the troops under his oiders, to 
have been moft honorable and brilliant. 

The fortrcfs is of confiderable ftrength, and was 

vigoroufly 
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v'^oroufly defended ; added to which, every poffiU^ 
obftrut^'tion was prepared by the enemy.. 

Our lofs on this occafion, I truft, has not been verjr 
confiderable ; I ftiall have the hbnor of forwarding 
to you, for His Excellency's information, returns o£ 
the whole to-morrow. ^ 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your moft obedient fervant, 
(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, 
Lieut. Col, commanding in Cutiack^ and Military Sec. to 
His Excellency ih^ Moft Nohle the Governor Generak 

Cuttackyihe i ^h Oilober lio^y i P*M. 



The detailed ftalement of the combined operations 
by which the valuable province of Cutfack has beea 
occupied by the Britiih troops, will be publidied ia 
a Gazette Extraordinary to-morrow. 

His Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor 
General in Council is pleafed to make the following 
appointments. ^ 

Lieutenant Colonel George Harcourt to com- 
mand the troops in tbe province of Cuttack. 

Lieutenant Colonel George Harcourt and John 
Melvill, Efq. Commiflioners for the fettlement of 
the province of Cuttack. 

By command of His Excellency the Moft Nobilc 
the Governor General iq Council, 

j. LUMSDEN, Chief. Sec. to the Govt. 



General Orders^ hy His Excelkfuy the Moft' Nohle the 
Governor G£NBRA>L and Captain 'General. 

Fort William, OEloher k8, t%02* 
A royal falute to be fired to-morrow morning 
at fuhrife, in honor df the redudtion, hy ^flault, of 

liz the 
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the Barabatty fort at CuttacK, on the 14th inflant,by 
the troops uiider the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt, by which gallant a6iion the conqueft of 
the valuable province of Cuttack has been completed. 
By His Excellciiry's command, - 
(Signed) JAS. ARMSTKONG, 
Actg. Mil. Sec. 



Fori JFtlUam, OSioher 21, 1803. 
A DISPATCH^ of which the following is an 
extraft, has been this day received by His Excellency 
the Mofl Noble the Governor General, from His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief, 

To His Excellency the Mofl Noble Marquis Wellesley^ 
Governor General, &c. &c. 

My Lord, 

Finding it impoflible to make approaches again ft 
this place^ as long as the feven battalions of the 
enemy, who remained here, were in pofleflion of the 
town of Agra, of an encampment with a large nurn- 
. ber of guns on the glacis, and of the ravines with 
which the fouth and fouth-weft face of the fort is 
furrounded, I deterqjiined todiflodge the enemy from 
the town, and occupy the ravines this morning, 
which will anfwer as trenches, and afford complete 
cover for carrying on our works. 

. With this view I ordered Brigadier General Clarke, 
who was encamped with bis brigade in the rear of 
the town, 'to take pofleflion of it, at the fame 
time that three battalions advanced to occupy the 
ravines. 

The attacks have fucceeded, and the town as well 
a« the ravines are now occupied by our troops, 

. Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant Colonel M^Cullock, Major Haldane^ 
and Captain Worfeley, led the battalions that ad- 
vanced on the ravines. Every praife is due to thofe 
officers, who performed every thing required of 
them, with the greateft alacrity and (leadineis. 

I am forry to fay that a number of men have been 
killed and wounded as well as officers, owing tot Heir 
high fpirit and anxiety to poflcfs themfelves of the 
enemy's guns ; they quitted the ravines and gained 
the glacis, driving the enemy from their pofition ; 
in efFeiSling which, from being clofe under the fort, 
they were cxpofed to a very heavy fire. 

My thanks are due to the Honorable Major (Ge- 
neral St. Jphn, for his fpirited condu6t in advancing' 
at the head of the 2d battalion of the 2d Native 
infantry, which I found it neceffary^ to brder up to 
fupport the attack. 

Brigadier General Clarke, in his attack on thp 
town, met with confiderable refiftance, which, by the 
gallftnt co'ndudl of the officers and men under his 
command, was at length furmounted. I feel myfelf 
under particular obligations to Lieutenant Colonel 
White, who commanded five companies of the 16th 
regiment Native infantry, for his judicious and gal- 
lant conduA on this day. 

I feel myfelf under the greateft obligations to Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Grerrard, Adjutant General, who 
undertook to point out to Lieutenant Colonel 
M'Cullock the road he was to purfue, and I am forry 
to report that in the performaijce of this duty he re- 
ceived a very fcvere contufion; but I truft' it will 
not be attended with any ferious confcquences. 

Major Thomas, of the 14th Native infantry, is, I 
am forry to add, very feverely wounded ; his exer- 
tion<i throug]ioui this day were moft meritorious. 

Lieutenant Hay of the artillery, who went with 
5 a detachment 
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tflefachdaent of that corps to brin| oiF the enemy's 
^ns^ merits rdy approbation for his fucce&fal ex- 
ertions in this fervice. 

> -To Mr. Lucan's information and exertions on 
this occafiott, as Well as on every other^ I feel myfell" 
smch indebted. 

I have the honor to be, my Lord, 
Your Lordfliip's moft faithful humble fenrant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters^ 
Camp hefore Agra^ October lo, 1803. 

P. S. A lift of the guns taken fhail be forwarded 
to-morrow. 

. tifi of Officers wounded. 

Firft BaLttaiion 14th kegiraent Native Infantry.— 
Major Thomas^ and Lieutenant Rofe, badly. £n- 
£gn Oliver, ilightly. 

With Colonel Clarice. — Lieutenant Beaghara, 

artillery ; Lieut. Whitaker^. infantry, feverely ; 

Lieut. Grant, infantry, Severely, and miiBng. 

Staff.— Lieut Colonel Xrerard, Adjutant General. 

t5th Reg. Native Infantry. — Lieuts. Perry and 

- A'ddifon, flightly. •; 

A more cori'e6l lift fhall be fent the moment it can 
be obtained. 

(Signed) G. L. 
JPtrbUfhed by command of His Excellency the Mdft 
Noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LiTMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 



Fort William^ October 22, 1 803^. 
THE following extradl of a difpatch, recjeived 
this day^ is publiihed by command of His Excellency 
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the Moft Noble the Governor General in Coun- 
cil. 

To Captain Armstrong, AQmg Military Secretary to 
His Excellency the Moft Noble this Governor General. 
Sir, 

I HAD the hoijor of briefly ftating to you^yefter- 
day, for the information of His Excellency the Moft 
Noble the Governor General, ihat the fort of Barra- 
butty had been taken by aflault, by a party of the 
troops under my command, direCled to perform this 
fervjce under the orders of Lieutenant Colonel Clay- 
ton of the 20th Bengal regiment. I now have ihe 
honor to acquaint you, for His Excellency's inform- 
ation, with the further details of this operation) 

On the night of the 12th, a fpot was fixed on for 
a 12-pounder battery, diilant about 500 yards froni 
the outer gate of the fort. This battery was completed 
on the night of the 13th, and the 12-pounder placed 
in it, together with twq howitzers and two 6- 
pounders, the whole of which opened their fire on 
the morning of the 14th. By eleven o'clock in the 
forenoon, moft of the defences on the fouth face of 
the fort, againft which our fire was direcled, were 
taken off, the enemy's guns lilenced, and every ap- 
pearance promifcd fuccefs : upon which I direded 
Lieutenant Colo'nel Clayton to advance with one 
6-pounder, and a party pf artillery men, two hundred 
Europeans from His Majefty's 22d, and the Madras 
European regiment, and four hundred Scpbys from 
' the 20th Bengal, and the 9th and 1 9th regiments of 
Madras Native infantry. 

The party had to pafs over a narrow bridge, and 
under a very heavy, but ill-dire^fed fire of mulqnetry 
Irom the fort, to which they v/ere cxpofed for forty 
minutes. They at length fucceeded in blowing opcu 
the wicket (^the remaining part of the gate having 
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been fortified with thick maflcs of ftone). Having^ 
once accompli flied this, the party entered linjzJy ; and 
although they^met with confiderable refill auce vvhilft 
entering the (brt> and paffing two other gates, the 
Britilh troops were loon cornplclely vidorious. 

I cannot too highly praifc the condufil of Lteute- 

-nant Colonel Clayton and that of the officers and 

troops under his command : the whole party mani- 

* fefted a degree of pcrfevering fleadinefs and bravery 

"that does them infinite honor. 

The fort of Barrabutty is of confiderable flrength, 
and,, with the exceptioiionly of the bridge over whtch 
our party paiFed, is inacceifible, as it is furrounded 
by a ditch from 35 to 135 feet broad, and twenty feet 
depth of water in it. . . 

1 am happy to acquaint you, that our lofs has not 
been confiderable; but T have to report with regret, 
that Captain Kenny of the 19th regiment Madras 
infantry. Captain Hurlflone of His Majefly's2 2d 
regiment, and Lieutenant Faithful of the Bengal ar- 
tillery, are wounded, though not dangeroully ; their 
conduft was highly meritorious, as well as that of 
every other officer on the fiorming party. 

Returns of the killed and wounded arccnelofed. 

1 cannot omit expreffing, in the ftrongefl: manuer, 
the high fenfe I entertain of the fervices of Captain 
Blunt, field engineer, who has been throughout our 
campaign indefatigably acflive ; and of Captain 
Hetzler, of the Bengal artillery, whofe well-diredled 
fire from the battery was of eminent fervice. 

The lofs of the enemy within the fort was very 
confiderable, and ma nyvvere drowned in the ditch, 
when endeavouring to efcape. 

I Ihould not onfiit mentioning that a fiand of 
colours of the enemy was taken by the detachment 
of His Majefly's zzd regiment, a fecond ftand of co- 
lours by the 20th Bengal regiment, a third by the 9th 

Madras. 
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Madras Native regiment, and a fourth by the 19th 
Madras Native regiment : and for the difpofel of 
which I hope to be honored with His Excellency's 
commands. > . 

The zealous and efficient fervices of Major of Bri- 
gade Thompfon demand my warmeft acknowledg- 
ments, and I muft further beg leave to report to you, 
for His Excellency's information, that the general 
conduct of the whole force under my command has 
been fuch as to merit the moft favorable reprefentar 
tion of their fervices to His Excellency's notice. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, 

Lieut. Colonel^ commanding in Cuttacki and Military 

Secretary io His Excellency the Moft Noble the G*- 

'uernor General. 

Laul Baug Forty Cuttack^ O£loher 15, 1803. 
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Qeneral Orders ^ hy His ExceJleticj the Mofi Nohk the 
Governor General in Copihcilf 

Fort Winiam^ Octoher 22 ^ 1803. 

THE IGiOvernor General in Cpuricil notifies to 
the army, his high approbation of the meritdrious 
iervices of the officers arid troops employed under 
ihe able conduct/ of Lieutenant Cofonet Gebrge 
Harcourt, in the expedition prepared under the 
ipecial orders of His Excellency in Gouncil, for 
the occupation of the valuable province of Cut- 
tack/ ' " . ' • • ^ 

His Excellency in Council obferve^ with great 
fatisfadlion the judgment, Ikill, and firmnefs mani^ 
jfefled by Lieutenant Colonel Harcouri, in dire6ting 
the movemeni of the divifiort of the troops whic^i 
entered the province of Cuttack from Ganjam. 

The difficulties oppofcd to the progrefs of the 
troops by the peculiar nature of the country, by thq 
period of the feafon, and by the refiftance of the 
enemy, were furmounted by Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt, and by the brave officers and troops under 
his command, with the fame fpirit of gallantry aqd 
perfeverance, which has feciired the fuccefs of every 
operation of the Britifli army in every part of India 
during this glorious campaign. 

The Governor General in Council hijghly approves 
the judicious arrangements prepared by Lieutenant 
Colonel Harcourt, for the fiege and aflault of the 
fort of Barrabiitty at Cuttack, and the fpirited exer- 
tion by which that important lervice was executed 
with fuccefs and honor, on the i4tl\inftant. 

His Excellency in Council direds Lieutenant 
Coloiiel Harcourt to fignify his diftinguifhed ap- 
probation of the merits of Lieutenant Coloner Clay- 
ton, of the Bengal 20th regiment Native infantry, 
who conjmandea the attack, and of ihe fleadinefs 
QZ and 
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and bravery of all the officers and troops employed 
in the aflault of the fort. 

It aSbrds confiderable fatisfaflion to the Governor 
General in Council to remark, that this important 
fervice has been effeiled \Vith fo little lofs, and His 
Excellency trufts, that Captain Hurlftone, of His 
Majefty*s 2id regiment, Captain Kenny, of the 19th 
regiment of Madras Native infantry, and Lieutenant 
Faithful, of the Bengal artillery, will fpeedily be 
reftored to the public fervice, in which their courage 
and refolution have already been diftinguifhed. 

The Governor General in Council exprefleS his 
fenfe of the adljvity, zeal, and ufeful fervices. of 
Captain Blunt, field engineer in Cuttack, and alfo 
of the conducSt of Captain Hetzler, pf (he Bengal 
artillery. 

The colours taken in the aflault of the fort of 
Cuttack by the detachments of His Majefly's 224 
regimept, the 20th Bengal Native regiment, and 
the 9th and 19th Madras Native regiments, are to 
be publicly difplayed in the fort of Cuttack, an^ 
afterwards lodged in the principal building in the 
fort, with an infcription fignifying the names of the 
corps by which the ftandards were relpe6tively takea 
from the enemy. 

His Excellency in Council exprefles the fatisfac- 
tion with whiph he has noticed the zealous an4 effi- 
cient fervices of Jylajor of Brigade Thompfon, 

During the advance of the force under the im^ 
mediate direction of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt 
from Ganjam, the conduct of the officers and troops 
employed at Balafore under the command of Captain 
Morgan, of the 7th Bengal Native regiment, and 
of that which marched from Jellafore under the 
commknd of Lieutenant Colonel Fergufibn, of the 
fame regiment, merits the public approbation of His 
Excellency in Council. 

The Governor General in Council particularly 

approvesi 
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upproves the firm and Ikilful conduA of Captain 
Morgan, in directing the difeipbarkation of the 
troops at Balafore,and in the judicioue occupation and 
maintenance of that pofition. His Excellency in 
Council alfo expreffes his juft fenfe of the merito- 
rious and ufeful afliftance rendered by Captain P. 
Grant, of the i6th regiment of Bengal Native infan- 
try, in the execution of every branch of the fervicc at 
Balafore, and in aiding the progrefs of Lieqtenant 
Colonel Ferguflbn's detachment. 

Great advantage has been derived to the fuccefs 
of our arms in Cuttack from the refpedl which has 
been uniformly obferved by Lieutenant Colonel 
Harcourt, and by all the officers and troops under 
his immediate command, as well as by the detach- 
ments co-operating from Balafore and Jellafore, to- 
wards the religious eftablifhments in Cuttack, and 
from the exemplary humanity with w^liich the lives 
and private property of the inhabitants and the fanc- 
tity of the temples and inftitutions of the Brahmins 
hive been protected from violation. 

The Governor Geperal notices with peculiar 
J)leafure the merits of Lieutenant Colonel Harcourt, 
and of the officers and troops ferving in Cuttack, in 
this refped, as tending to maintain the honor of the 
Britifti charadler, and to conciliate the confidence 
^nd attachment of the inhabitants of that valuable 
province. 

By command of His Excellency the Mofl: Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 

L. HOOK, Sec. to the Govt. Mil. Dep. 



Fort William^ Oi^oher 24, 1803. 
DISPATCHES, of which the following are ex- 
tra61s, have been received by\His Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General, from His Ex- 
cellency the Commander in Chief. 

• To 
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To His BxcelJency the Moft Nobk Marquis Welles- 
ley, Governor General^ ^c. ^c. &c. 

My Lord, 
I HAVE the honor to enclofe herewith for your 
Lordfhip s information, a return of the killfed, 
wounded, and miffing, in the affair of the loth in- 
flant. 

I have the honor to be. 

My Lord, 

your Lordfhip^s moft faithful humble fervant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE* 

ffead Quarters^ 
Camp before Agra^ Oaoher 12, 1803. 

Meittm of the Killed, Wmnded and Miffing, in the Affair 
of the loth pSiober 1803. 
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Names of the Officers killed and tvounded. 

Artillery* — Lieutenant Beaghjam, wounded, 

ad Bat. 9th Regt. — Lieutenant Grant, killed'; 
lieutenant Whitakcr, wounded — :li nee dead. 

I ft Bat. 12th Regt. — Lieut. Woolet, wounded. 

ift Bat. 14th Regt. — Major Thomas, Lieutenant 
Rofe, Enfign Oliver, wounded. 

ift Bat. 15th Regt. -^Lieutenant Perry, wounded. 
(Signed) J. GERARD,'-^'. Gen. 



To His Excellency the Moji Noble the Marquis WelLES- 
XEY, Governor General^ &c. &i:. &c. 

My Lord, 
' I HAVE the fetisfa6lion to inform your Lordfliip^ 
that the battalions who were oppoied to us in the 
af&ir of the loth inftant, came over laft nighty and 
are now encamped near us. 
Their number is about 2500. 
I have reafon to believe that their compliance with 
my teitas was chiefly owing to the fcvcre lofs, and 
complete defeat, they experienced in the aflfair of 
the loth inftant. By their own account the I06. 
they iiiftained was upwards of 600 killed. 
I have the honor to be, 
♦ My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's moft faithful humble fervant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head Quarters^ 
Camp before Agra^ 0£ioler 13, 1803. 

Publiihed by command of His Excellency the Moft 
Noble the Governor General in Council, 

J. LuMSDEN, Chief Sic^ to the Govt* 
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Fori WiUiarA^ Octoher 25, 1803* 
A DISPATCH, of which the following is art 
^ cxtraft, has been this day received by His Excellency 
the Moft Noble the Governot General, from Hia 
Excellency the Comntiginder in Chief* 

To His Excellency the Mojl Nohle Marquls Welles- 
ley, Governor General , ^c. ^c. ^c. 

My Loi^d, 

I HAVE the honor to inform your Lordfhip, that 
about noon yefterday 1 received note No. i, ad- 
drefled to the officer commanding in the trenches; 
in confequence of which I ordered all firing to ceafe 
till four in the evening, and in my anfwer, No, a, 
detired a confidential perfon might be fent to my 
camp. 

About two o*clock, Colonel Sutherland, whom 
they liberated from confinement for that purpofe, 
arrived in my camp with letters No. 3 and No, 4, 

As it appeared their wifh that I fliould fend an 
officer into the fort, I requefted Captain Salkeld to 
accompany Colonel Sutherland thither with my 
replies No. 5 and 6, to explain to the garrifon 
the terms on which they would be allowed to fur-, 
render. 

Captain Salkeld faw all the native cjiiefsj.and 
found that they were not decided in their opinions 
on the fubje^ They darted feveral difficulties j^ and . 
whilfi he was endeavouring to remove thcfe, the 
firing from the fort recommenced, without any evi- 
dent caufe, which induced him to return to camp. 

Being dcfirous, from motives of humanity, to in- 
duce them to liften to my terms, a meflenger, in- 
trufted with a letter from me, was again fent t}iis 
morning. They have refuted however* all inter- 
courfe, from which I am inclined to think that their - 
only obje6\ yefterday was to gain time. 

a My 



Digitized by 



Google 



'^3 

My grand batteries will open on Hie morning of 
t}ie 1 6th, and I have rcafon to think that foon after- 
Wards a practicable breach will be efFedled. . 
I have the honor to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordftiip*8 moft faithful 

And humble fervant, 
(Signed) , G. LAKE. 

, - Head Quarters ^ 
Camp Mf ore Agray Oilober 14, 1803. 



No. I. 
To the Officer cofitmandivg oppoftte Mader Ghur. 

The fort demands a ceflation of hoflilities, and 
are going 4o fend terms to camp. 

(Signed) G. W. HESSING. 

Q^oher 13, i^o^. 



No. 2. 

To Colonel G. W. Hessing, &c. &c. ^c. 

^ \ Sir, 

Hoftilities will ceafe till four o'clock this evening, 
before Which time a confidential perfon is expedled 
to be fcnt into camp with the terms propofcd. If he 
does not arrive before that hour, hoftinties will re- 
poromence! 

The perfon who comes will be treated with every 
fttpntion,, and allowed to return in perfe<^ f^^^ty. 
I J^aye the honor to be, Sir, 
. • your obedient humble f( rvant, 
(Signed) ' G. A. F. LAKE;, Md, Sec, 
Head Quartets of the Britijh Anny^ 
P6loher 13/1803. 

p No. 
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No. 3. 

To His Excellency General Lake, Commander in Chiefs 
^ Sf^. 6f^. (^c. 

Sir, 

Wc have the honor to inform your Excellency, 
that notwithflanding the paft violent and unwarrant- 
able proceedings of the people of the fort, they have 
at lad: become a little more reafonable, from our 
repeatedly telling them that any further refinance 
on their part would avail them nothing, but, on the 
contrary, would exafperate your Excellency and the 
troops under your command, fo as to exterminate 
the whole of them If a ftorm took place. Their 
clommandants have confequently coa>e to us this 
forenoon in a body, and requefted of us to forward 
to your Excellency the accompapying propofal for 
the furrender of the fort, to which their rcfpedtive 
names are af&xed 

Should any unforefecn deviation from their pro- 

Eolal take place, as we are ftill their prifoners, we 
ope your Excellency will not impute to us the 
bl^me. 

Their propofal is to deliver up the fort, guns, 
(lores, &c, to your Excellency, at any time after 
the receipt of this you may think proper; prote<5lion 
to therafelyes and private property, after delivering 
up the Sircar^s arms and property; and be allowed 
to remain in the city, or to go wherever their families 
may be. 

We have the honor to be. 
Sir, 
Your Excellency's mofl: obedient humble ferv^nts, 
(Signed) G. W. HESSING. 

H. SUTHERLAND- 
JPbf/ Jgrd, OSlober 13, iSoj- 



No. 
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No. 4. 

All the officers of the fort of Akberabad give in 
writing the following engagement : 

Whereas a mifunderftandin^ had taken place with 
Colonel Greorge William Hefling, at the infiigation 
o( the Sepoys, all the officers and Sepoys do give in 
writing this engagement, that we will implicitly 
abide by whatever the faid Colonel mayadjuft on 
our part with General Lake, for the iecurity of our 
lives, properties, effi^dbs, and honor. We hayc 
agreed to inveft the laid Colonel with full powers 
far this purpofe.— This engagement is correct- 
Dated the 25th Jemmaudee-00-Saunee iai8 (nth 
or 1 2th Odlober). — Signed by fifteen officers, Ma- 
bomedans and Hindoos. 



No. 5. 

To Colonel George Hbssing, Mr. Suthbrlanp^ 

&c. &c. (sfc» 

Gentlemen, 
Your letter has been received. 
On the terms propofed in the laft paragraph of 
your letter, I allow the garrifon to march out with 
protedlion to themfelves and private property. — After 
delivering up the Sircar's arms, treafure, or any 
other public property, thofe who belong to the city 
may remain tl^ere, the others allowed to go where 
their families may be, 

1 have the honor to be, .Gentlemen, 

Your obedient humble fervant, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

Head QuarierSy Brlti/k Carnp^ 

Oaoher 13, 1803. . • 
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No. 6. 

His Excellency General Lake engages, that all 
the officers and Sepoys who are within the fort o^ 
Akberabad, fhall be allowed to proc^d in the mod 
honorable manner, with their clothes, whitherfocver 
they may choofe. No interruption whatever will be 
given to thofe officers and Sepoys, their families and 
children. But all arms and military weapons, 
mulkets and guns, carts and carriages, and treafure, 
whieh may be within the fort, Ihall belong to the 
Company. 

They (officers, &c.) (hall not be allowed to carry 
out of the fort any money or efFc6ls of thp above 
dcfcription. 

The officers, &c. are required to fpecify in writing 
the hour at which they may determine with the 
Jbearer of this engagement to furrender the fort, in 
order that the Britifh troops may enter the fort. 

.God is witnefs to the fincerity of this engagement. 

Publifhed by command of His Excellency the 
Mofi Noble the Governor General in Council, 
J, LuMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 



Fort ffllliam, OSlober 28, 1803. 
A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy, 
has been received this day, by His Excellency the 
Moft Noble the Governor General, from His Ex-^ 
X^ellency the Commander in Chief. 

To His Excellency the Mojl Noble Marquis Welles* 
LEY, Governor General^ &c. &c. &c. 

My Lord, • ' 
1 HAVB the pleafure to inform your Lordftiip, that 
the important fortrefs of Agra, termed by the na- 
tives ^' The Key of Hindoftan,'* capitulated laft 

night. 
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tiight, and thcgarrifon, confifting of between 5 and, 
6boo men, marched out at noon this day, when the 
place was immediately occupied by our troops under 
the command of Brigadier General McDonald. 

The only terms required by the garrifon were 
protedion to their perfons and private property, 
which Was agreed to on my part. 

I attribute the early furrender of this place 
to the great impreflioti ouf breaching batteries^ 
which opened yefterday morning within 35C>-yttrds, 
made on the walls, and which would have caufed 
a pfa6licable breach in a few hours more battering. 

To Colonel Horsford of the artillery, and Captain 
Wood of the corps of engineers, as well as to every 
other officer in thofe two corps, I feel myfelf under 
great obligations for their unremitted exertions on 
this occanon, and to which I principally attribute 
my early fuccefs againft this place. 

I have the pleafure to fay our lofs, fincc the con- 
ftrudtion of the batteries, has been very trifling. 
Three European artillery-men, and three Golun* 
dauze, killed, are the only cafualties. 

A return of the ordnance, llores, &c. found in the 
ibrt, I (hall have the honor to forward for your 
Xordfliip's information to-morrow. 

I have the honor to be, 
My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's moft faithful humble fervant, 
(Signed) G. LAKE. 

fiead Quariers, AgrUy 

Oaober 18, 1803. 

Publiflied by command of His Excellency the 
Mod Noble the Governor General in Council, 
J. I^UMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 
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Carri/on Order fy hy His Excellency the Mqfi NohJe the 
Governor General atid Captain General. 

Fort William, Ofloher 28, 1803* 

A ROYAL ialutc to be fired immediately from the 
ramparts of Fort William, in honor of the furrendcr 
of the important fortrefs of Agra, on the 1 7th ipftant 
^t night, to the forces under the perfonal command 
t^f His Excellency General Lake. 

A general difcharge of the artillery on the ram-« 
parts of Fort William, followed by zfeu de joie from 
alt the troops in garrifon, to take place atfunfet this 
evening, and to be anfwered by the artillery at Pum 
Dam» and by the troops at Barrackpore. 

Extra batta to be ferved to the European troops 
in garrifon. 

J. ARMSTRONG, 

A^ing Mlitary Secretary. 



General Orders, by His Excellency the Mofi Noble the 
Governor General in Council. 

Fort WiUiarrt, October 2,"] i 1803. 

All officers now at the Prefidency on leave of 
abfence from their corps, whether on account of 
their health, or their private affairs, are immediately 
to report themfelves to the offiper commanding. at 
the Prefidency ; and all officers who may hereafter 
arrive af the Prefidency, are to report their arrival to 
him- 

(Signed) THOS. HILL, 

iji JJJiJt. Sec. Mil Dep. 
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Govertment Houjhy Friday^ Ocioher ^8, i8o> 
Theke will be a Icvce at the Government Houfi^ 
on Monday next, the 31ft infiant, at ten o*clock. 

Captain Briftow will receive the cards of fuch 
perfons as may be deiirous of being prefentcd to the 
Governor General. 

Aides de camp in waiting on Monday next^ Cap- 
tains Briftow and Camac. 

B. CAM AC, Jidde Camp. 



His Excellency the Mofl Noble the Governor 
General will hold a public durbar &t nine o'clock in 
the evening of Monday the 31ft infiant^ for iho 
purpofe of receiving the congratulations of the na« 
tives of rank and foreign vakeels at the Prelidency^ 
on the lajte glorious fucceis of the Britifh arms in 
Hindofian dnd the Dekan. 

li^ prder of His Excellency the Mofl Noble the 
Governor General, 

N. B. EDMONSTONE, 

Fer. Sec. to Govt. 



Fort ffiUiam^ 05. 30, i8oj. 

DISPATCHES, of which the following are ex- 
tracts, have been received this day by His £)xcel« 
lency the Moft Noble the Governor General, from 
the Honorable Major General Weliefley. 
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Carnf at Jjfye^ SepUnii^r 14^^ i8oj, 
Mv Lord, 

I WAS joined by Major Hill, with the laft of the 
convoys expcfled from the river Kiflna on the 18th, 
and on the 20th was enabled to move fdrward to- 
wards the enemy, who had been joined in the courfe 
of the lafl feven or eight days by the infantry under 
Colonel Pohlraan, by that belonging to Bcguni^ 
Sun^roo, and by another brigade of infantry; the 
name of whole commander I have not yet/afcertained* 
The enemy's army was collected about Bokerdan, 
and between that place and Jaffierabad, 

I was near Colonel Stevenfon's corps on the 2 1 ft, 
and bad a conference with that officer, in which we 
concerted a plan lo attack the enemy's army with 
the divilions under our command on the 24th in the 
morning, and we marched on the 22d, Colonel Sle- 
venfon by the weflern route, and I by the eaftern 
route round the bills between Budnapur and Jalna* 

On the 23d I arrived at Naulniah, and there re- 
ceived a report that Scindiah and the Rajah of Be- 
larhad moved off in the morning wilhlibeir cavahy, 
and that the infantry were ^bout to follow, but 
were iVill in c^mp at the diftance of about fix milcaj 
from the ground on which I had intended to encamp. 
It was obvious that the attack was no longer to bp 
delayed ; and having provided for the fecurtty of my 
baggage and flpres at jNaulniah, I marched on to atT 
tack the enemy. 

I found the whole combined army of Scindiah. 
and the Rajah of Berar encamped on the bank o^ 
the Kaitna river, nearly on the ground which I had 
been informed that they occupied. Their, right, 
wh^ih confifled entirely of cavalry, was about Bo- 
kerdun^ and extended to their corps of infantry, 
wliich were encamped in tlie neighbourhood of Af- 

fye. 
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had been firft driven^ by individuals who had bc^ 
paffed by th^^Jiin^ un4er;tbp fugpofition ib^t thtf 
were dead. \ „. ,: . : ». . _ , ,, ., :..,k ^. • • 
. Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell Avitli, the BririfJi ca^ 
.yaJry, charged ^ne large bocly p( infantry which l^aa 
Tc^iredi find was formed again^ ip which operation 
he was killed; and fome tioie .eiapled before we 
could put an ei;^ to the ^r^iggling fircTwhich was ' 
Jcept up by individimls fron) the guns from whic)^ the 
enemy, were driven. l'hc,,enemy*^ c^yalry alfp^ 
wl;iicp had been hoverjng routid us^throughdut the 
adion, was ^ill n^ar us.. jA^t lengthy when the 
lail formed body of infantry gave way^^^ the whole 
went off, and left in o^r ,h^nds njnety ;pieces oif 

cani)on.: '-.:-...'< » . - / «..t ' 

This vi<9;0^, which was certainly cpm^ete, . has*' 
however coft us dear. Your Excellency willpcr- 
ceive by the endofed rqtorn, ;th^ ^P^/lp^h^ P^^"-* 
and men has been very great ; and ip that 9fJUcu-- 
tenant Colonel Maxwell and other officers,, ^whoie 
names are therein included, greatly to be i^egrettec^ 
I cannot write ip too flrpng terms of the cond^<9: 
of thf troops ; jthey advanced in the befl order,;apd 
^ith the grea^eft fieadincfs^Hin^:?^ ^ P^oft deftci^iyc 
iire, agajnfl: a body of wrfkptry far fpperjor in Ojum- 
hers, who appeared determined taconte^^ \Yith^hem 
to. the laf^, and who were ^^fycn fropij^hejr gup» 
only by the bayone^t; and nptwitliftanding ^e,nui»r 
hers, of the enemas jcavalry, anci l^he pepeatcdde- > 
xnonfl rations they made of aniptentipn toqh^irge, 
they were kept ^t a diftance by, pur ihfaptry. v. ' 
, I am particularly indebte4 tp* ^eutenant,Oc>lpne^ 
Harnefs, and Lieutenant Cpldi^el Wal^^ for.the 
manner in which tbey conduced the^rbriggjics; and 
to all the officers of the flafF for the affiSappe I rp- 
ceivcd from them. The officers qoipmapding bri* 
gades ; nearly all thofe of the fiaft^^ an4 thie ipot^pted 

officers 
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officers of the infantry^ had their horfes fhot under 
them* 

I have alfo to draw your Excellency's notice to 
the condudl of the cavalry, commanded by Lieute^ 
pant Colonel Maxwell^ particularly that of the 19th 
dragoons. 

The enemy are gone off towards the Adjuntce 
Ghaut, and I propofe to follow them, as foon as I 
can place my captured guns and the wounded in 
fecurity. 

I have the honor to be, My Lokd^ 
With the greateft refpedl. 

Your Excellency's moft obedient 
And faithful humble fervant, 

(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

Colonel Stevenfon arrived this morning at Boker- 
dun^ and I imagine that he will be here this evening. 

ffis Excellency the Governor GenertfJj &c. &c.&c. 
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Llti OF OFFICER^ KILLEp ANB WOtTNBEpr 



Seventh Nat he Cavalry. 

Captain Mac Gregor, wounded. 

rtrj Batialtott Aritlkry. 

Captains Lieutenant Steele and Fowler— Lieutenants 
Jiindfay and Griffith, killed. 
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Firji BattaVtQn Second Native Infantry^ 
Lieutenant Brown, filled. 

Firfi Baitalibn Fourth Native J.nfmih. 

Lieutenant Ma vor, Tdllcji. . 

' FirJi Battalion Eighty Native Unfaptry. ' . > 

L^tenants Davie, ]Pair, Hunter, and DcigmveSj 
wounded. 

FirJlBaitaliQn Tenth Native Infantry. 

Lieutenant Perrie, killed. ) 

Lieutenant Taylor, wopnded* 

Second Battalion Twelfth Native Infantry.. 

Lieutenant Colonel Macleod-rrMajor McCally-^ 
^ Lieutenants Bowdler, Harvey, Stoith, and Dfc 
CreZj wounded, 

(Signed) R. PARCLAY,^ ^ ,, ^ . , ,^ 
I)eputy uidjut ant General itiJi^^ 

Campy Septemhr ^Cf, 1803, 

My LoRB, -V 

^ I HAVE the honor to enclpfe an account of the . 

* rdnance taken from the ^neray in the adltion of the 

Q,^d inftant. I h^ve reafqn to believp that th^re are 

ilill four more gurjs, which were thrown, into the 

river by the enemy in their retreat. 

,We have jiaken feven ftand of colours, and tbp 
enemy loft all their ammuni^op, although the 
tumbrils having blown up, fome during the a^^ion, 
and others during the fucceeding nightj wc have got 
nothing but the (hot. The ordnance is very fine; 
but 1 have deftroyed the iron guns, aind fhall put 
llie brafs guws in a place of fecurity. 

The enemy loft tvyelve hundred men k^illed in the 
Held of battle^ and their wounded arc fcattered in all 

parts 
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A DISPATCH, of whleii the following is a copy, 
^i^yefferaay rccchred fixwn the Secretary to the Bo^ 
Bdrablc the Governor in Council of Bombay. 

To John Lumsden, Efq. Chkf SicHtary to th^ ^un 
preme Government at Fort Jfifliam. 

Sir, 

I AM dirc<Stfed by thp Hpxu>Tfble the Governor in 
Council to forwarci tp you, fpr tjie ipfonnation of 
His Excellency the Moft Noble the Governor Ge« 
neral in Council, the enclofed c^yof a difpatch 
under this ddte^ from the comn^ncu^ Oi^cer qf ^hf 
forces, with its enclofures, refpeding the capitula- 
tion of Powaughur. 

IVfaior General Nicholls ^s been d^fire^ to cQm- 
munieate to the of^cer in (;pipin^n4, and to the other| 
officers and men doing duty .at the reduction of 
Chaippaneer iind I^Wjftughuj:^ ihe entire approbat 
ticwi of Governmept of their (ee^ iJieTitptipij^s f?ft 
viccai* . 

I have tf^e hpnc^r tp Ipe, $i|i, 

You^ moft obediei^ limnble fervant^ 

Baml^ay Cqftle, (Signed) J. A. Gl^AISTf, : 

&eptimper %Tp iZ^^* Sec.ioGwff 
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To the Hortorahle J0VATHA.7H Duncan, Ejq. Frefidmt 
OThd Governor in Council. 

Honorable Sir, 

The enclofed is a copy of a letter from Colonel. 
Murray, giving cover to one from Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Woodingtbn, tefpeiSing the capitulation 6f 
Powaughur. I have the honor to be, &c. &c. &c/ 

(Signed) O. NICOLLS, M G. 

Bombay, September zy, ifioj. 



No. I. 

Major General NicotLS. 
Sir, 
t HAVE the honor to cnclofc a letter which I re- 
ceived this morning from Jjieuteniint Colonel Wood- 
ington. It is neceflary to in form you, that the delay 
of this important communication drifes from the 
mifcarriage of the Colonel's letter, although fent ia 
duplicate. ' . > 

Colonel Woodington highly praifes the zeal and 
a<5livity of the troops under his command, and to 
judge by their fuccefs, the praife is well merited. 

Colonel Woodington has in a moft particular 
manner requeded that I fhpuld lay the meritorious 
fervices of Serjeant Mot) re, of His 'Majefty's 86th 
regiment, before you. He led the forlorn hope at 
the alfault of Baroach, a4ici behaved with the ut- 
moft gallantry on that occafion. Major Culler 
fpeaks highly in favor of his general chara(fter. 
I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) J. MURRAY, Colonel. 
Head Qtmriers, Baroda, September a i ^ 1 803. 

r— 8 No. 
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To Colonel Muhray, commandmg the Forces in the 
Guzerat. 
Sir, 

, In confequence of your comraunicatioo lo me 
lafi ntght, tiiat you had not received my official 
communication on tl^c furrender of Powaughur by 
capitulation, I have the honor to addrefs you again 
on the fgbje<5l. 

After a breach had been effeAed in the wall of 
the inner fort, as alfothat^nother was almoft prac- 
ticable in a tower at the angle of the outer fort, 
the garrifon ofFcred to capitulate on the morning 
of the feventeepth, on condition of being pro- 
tedled in their perfons and private property. To 
tbdfe' terms I agreed, on condition of immediately 
taking poffcffion of the breach in the inner wall with 
a company of Sepoys : tbey however tacked other 
ftipulations to the capitulation, viz. that I fhould 
agree to pa,y them the arrears due from Scindiah) and 
that two of the commanders of the Guikavvar ca- 
valfy with me (amounting to about 300 horfe) fhould 
iijgn the agreement. To thefe latter articles I would 
on no a(^ount agree, and it was not until four P. M. 
Ivhen tbey found from our continuing to batter that 
^ I would admit of no delay, that the;y agreed to the 
: ioriginal terms, which were immediately carried into 
full elFe^Sl, by their evacuation of the fort and moun- 
tain, df which we took pofleffion. 
. ^ If this had not taken place, I had made, the ne* 
ccflary arrangemients for ftorming both breaches on 
the morning of the 18th, and I conceiye that the 
giitifon were intimidated from a knowledge that; if 
they oppoied us on our entering the breaches, their 
5 commu- 
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communication with the upper fort would be cut ofT, 
and they had no other way to efcape than the roa4 
which led down by our battery. 

Could they have obtained poifeilion c^f the upp^r 
fort^ or Balla Killa, at the top of the n^ouptain^ I 
am inclined to think it utterly impregnable. 

I have left Captain Clifte of the en^in^rs to take 
a plan and view of the forts.and works on the moun- 
tatn» which I doubt not^ irom his known abilitiedy 
will be ably executed. 

It 18 with the greatefl pleafure that t embrace thl^ 
opportunity of fubmitling for your notice, the mefits. 
zeal, and great exertions of all ranks on thb fervicc. 

I have the honor to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) H/;\fe^00rHN^T^!<^^ 
Burttda^ SepiemJ^er ii ^ ^Sp3* ^Wf^* Cot* 

PublKhedby command of His Esttelhsncy the Mbft 
Noble the Governor General in Council, 



*^s % * F^ 
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Fort fVUliam, Noven^er If i8oj. 

. DISPATCHES have been received this day from 
fhe Honorable Major General Wellefley, under date 
the 6tb of Odiober 180:5, containing intelligence, that 
on the 5th of 0<5tober Major General Wellefley 
had received a letter from the enemy's carap, -figned 
by Ballajee Khponjur, one of the minifters of Dow- 
Jut Rao Scindiah, requefting that Major General 
Wellefley would difpatch a Britiih officer, together 
with an officer of the Subahdar of the Dekan^ to 
the enemy's camp, for the purpofe of negotiating 
terms of peace between the allies, and the confe- 
derate Marbatta chieftains. 

Major General Wellefley had not complied with 
this requefl-, but had iighified his difpolition to re- 
ceive at the Britiih camp, with every mark of honor 
and refpc6t, aay perfon duly empowered by the di- 
ie& authority of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or of the 
Rajah of Berd!r, to propofe terms of peace to the 
allied powers, 

Publ i(hed by command of His Excellency the Moft 
Noble the Governor General in Council, 



J. LuMSDEN, Chief Se^ to the Govt. 
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General Orders, by; His Excellency the Moft Nohle the 
Governor General in Councih 

Fori fVdham, OdeJ^er 30, i^oj. 

THE Governor General in Cotuncil has this day 
received from Major General the Honorable Arthur 
Wellefley, the official report of the fignal and fpleq- 
did vi<5lory obtained by the troops under the pc|t- 
fonal command of that diflinguilhed officer, on the 
a3d of September, at AflTye in the Dckan, over the 
combined armies of Eiowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Berar. 

At the clofe of a campaign of the rood hnHiant 
fuccefs and glory in every quarter of India, this 
tranfcendent vidlory demands a teftimony of publia 
honor, equal to any which the juftice of the Britilh 
Government in India has ever conferred on the con- 
duct Of our officers and troops in the moft diftin- 
guifhed period of our military hiftory. 

The Governor in Council highly approves the 

, ikilful plan formed by Major General Wellefley on 

the 2ift of September, for precluding the efcape of 

the enemy, and for reducing their combined army 

\o the n^^ccffity of hazarding a^cneral action. 

His Excellency in Council alfo fignifies his mofl: 
cordial approbation of the magnanimity, prompti- 
tude, a^id judgment with which Major General 
Wellefley determined upon the inftantaneous attack 
of the enemy on the Zjd oi September. 

During the fevere adHon which enfued, the con* 
duft of Major General Wellefley united a degree pf 
ability, of prudence, and dauntlefe fpirit, t'eldom 
equalled and never furpafied. 

The Governor General in Coupcil fignifies his 
warmeft applaule of the exemplary order and flea- 
dineTs with which the troops advanced under a mofl: 
deftru6tive fire, againfl a body of the einemy's in- 
fantry, con^derably fuperior in number, and dctcf- 
^" * mined 
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mmed to oppofe a vigorous refiftanee to our attack. 
The numcroQs infantry of the enemy were driven 
from their powerful artillery atthe point of the bay- 
40nti^ with an alacrity and rcfolution truly worthy 
df Brittfli foldiers ; and the firmncfs and difciplitie 
dianifiefted by our brave infantry, in repelling the 
gt^t body of the enemy's cavalry, merit the bighcft 
cdmfitiendation* 

' The Governor Grencral in Council ha» ren^arked 
^wfh great fatisfadlion, the gallant and Ikilful con* 
A16I of the cavalry, commanded by Lieutenant Co* 
lonel Maxwell, and particularly of His Majcfty's 
19th re'giment of light dragoons, a corps diftin- 
guifhcd in India by a long and uninterrupted courfe 
4>f arduous fervice and of progreffive honor. 

His Excellency in Council direfts Major General 
Wellefley to fignify to all the officers and troops 
employed on this glorious occafion, and efpecially 
to Lieutenant Colonel Harnefs, and to Lieutenant 
Colonel Wallace, who commanded brigadesi and 
to the officers of the ftaff, the high fe»fe entertained 
by the Governor General in Council of their emir 
nent and honorable fervices. 

The important benefits refulting from the triumph 
bf our arms in the battle of Aflfye are not inferior to 
the fplendor of the aftion. The immediate confer 
fences derived from the exertions of that day have 
been the complete defeat of the combined ar myof 
the confederate chieftains; an • irreparable blow tg^ 
^he ftfength and efficiency of their military rcfoqrccs, 
efpecially of their artillery, in the Dekan; the ex^ 
jpulfion of an hoftile and predatory army from tb^' 
territory of our ally tha Soubabdar of the Dekan j 
i^nd a leafonable and effedlual chede to the ambition, 
pride, and rapacity of the enemy. 

The profperous refult of thefe advantages muft 
%b act:elerated by the aufpicious progrefs of our arms 
in^ other prQviuces of lad^} ^nditinav reafonabiy 

bc^ 
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be expeftcd that tfcc dccifive ViAoncs ginned ik 
t>e1hi and Affye on the i ithand 23d of i^pteinbar, 
will fpeedily compel (he enemy to rell6re petcc la 
Hindoftan and to tiie Dekan. 

The achievements of our commanders, ofHcerBt 
and troops during this campaign, and eipecially ui 
the fignal vi6^ories of Delhi and of AflTye, muft io^ 
tpire a general fentiment of juft &onfidence 10 th< 
Vigor of our military refources, and in the ^abHitjr 
ot oar dominion and power. Our iiniform fucceA 
in frufirating every advantage of Tuperior nuaibera 
of powerful artillery, and even of obfiinate refifl** 
ance opposed by the enemy, con^itutes a falisfadory 
prodf of the eflabliftied iuperiority of BritiHi difci* 
|)line, experience, and valor; and demonftratc«» 
that the glorious progreTs of our arms is not the ac- 
cidental rcAilt of a temporary or tranfient advantage 
' but the natural and certain effe<9 of a permanent caufe. 

Prom thefe r€fle<9ions,confolation is to bederived 
for the lofs of thofe lamented and honored offiqers 
and foldiers, who, animated by the gallant fpirit of 
their General, and emulating the noble example of 
his zeal and courage, tacrificed their lives to the ho* 
nor and interefts of their country. 

The Governor General in Council greatly regrets 
the lots of Lieutenant Colonel Maxwell of His Ma- 
jefty-s 19th dragoons, who fell at the head of the 
Bfitilh cavalry, bravely c barging a large b6dy of the 
cncmy^s infantry* With the utmoft coiKem His 
Excellency in Council records the names of the va» 
Suable and excellent officers who have fallen with 
glory at the battle of AlFye, in achieving the coqi- 
plete defeat of the enemy, and in efiablilhing the 
triumph of the Britifh arms in the Dekan. Lieute- 
nant Colonel Maxwell, Captains R. Boyle, H, Mac* 
kay, Drf Aytone, A. Dycc, R. Macleod, and T, 
Maxwell ; Captain Lieutenants Steele and Fowler; 
Lieotlttiants ^^nooii^ GriiEtb, J. Campbell, J. M. 
- Campbell^ 
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Campbell, J. Grant, R. Ncilfori, L. Campbell, M, 
Morris^ and J.Douglas; Lieutenants Brow n^ Ma- 
vor, Pcrrie, and volunteer Tew. 

In teftimony of the high honor acquired by th^ 
army tinder the pergonal command of M^jor Gene- 
ral Welleiiey at the battle ot Affyc, the Governor 
General in Council is pleafed to order, that lipno- 
rary colours, with a device properly fuited to com- 
memorate that fplendid viiSlory, be prefented to the 
corps of cavalry and infantry employed on that glor 
nous occalion. The names of the brave officers and 
iD<5n who fell at the battle of Affye will be comme- 
morated, together with the circumftances of the ac- 
tion, upon the public monument to be eredted at 
Fort Williani, to the memory of thofe who have 
fallen in the public fervice during the prefent cam* 
paign. 

The honQrary colours granted by thefe orders to 
His Majefly's i^th regiment of dragoons, and to the 
74th and 78th' regiments of foot, are to be ufed by 
thofe corps while they (hall continue in India, or 
until His Majefty's mafl gracious pleafure be figni-^ 
fied through His Excellency the Commander in 
thief. 

His Excellency the Moll: Noble the Governor Ge- 
neral, Captain General and Commander in Chief of all 
the land (orces ferving in the Eaft Indies, is pleafed to 
dircdl, (hat thefe orders be publicly read to the troops 
. under arms, at every ftation of |he land forces in 
•the Eaft Indies, and that the {European pfficei§ of 
' the Native corps do caufe the fame to be duly ex- 
plained to the Native officers and troops. 

By command of His Excellency the Mbft Noble 
the Governor General in Council, 
, L. HOOK, Sec. to the Govt. Milt. Dep. 
By His Excellency the Captain General and 

Commander in Chief of the Land Forces, 
J. Armstrong, Acting ML Sec. 

Fort 
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FORT WILLIAM, Novembers, 1 803- 

A DISPATCH/ 9f which the following is a copy, 
has been this day received, by His Excellency the 
Most Noble the G<^vernor General, from His 
Excellency the Commander in Chief. 

To His Excellency the Most Noble Marquis 
Wellesley, Governor (xerieral^ <§*c.' S^c. 

My Lord, 

I have the honor to enclose for your Lordship'A 
information, correct returns of the ordnance, am- 
munition, &c. captured at this place. 

I have the honor to be, , . * :: 

MyLord, , ' ^ 

Yoar Lordship's ny)st faithful humble^ servant, 
i '.(Signed) . , i) . ?.i'Q. LAKE. 

Hibdd QMartersyCamp <a Agra, Oct. $3j 160S. 

Return, of the Ordnance, Ammunitum,' Sgc. cap- 
tured, at the attack of the enemy's camp under 
the walls of the Fort^ and the Town of Agra. 

Camp, October 9^/ \SOS. 
2. Brass. Impounders, \ 

l6 Ditto 6. ditto, C Mounted on field carriages 

> 7 Ditto 4 di^tto, \ with limbers completje. 

1 Ditto 3 ditto, ^ i 

26 Pieces of different natures. 



26 Tumbrils laden with ammunition for the above. 
29 Ammunition carriages ditto ditto *. 

REMARKS. - 

The above ordnance appear to be perfectly, 
" serviceable," excepting one brass four-pouQder, 
which is burst. 
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The whole of the pieces are of thfc sam* manu- 
facture as those captured at Dehli. 

(Signed) J. HORSFORD, ' 

Lieut Col. Commanding Artillery in the Field, 

A true copy, 

(Signed) G. A. F. tAKE, Mil. hec/ 



Returns of Ordnance Ammumtifin^ S^c. captufed 
in the Fort of Agra. 

CampatJgrd, October 22, 1803/ 
milASS GUNS. 

] Large Gun. — This is the famous piece, knowA 
by tlie name 6f the Gte^t Gun kt Agrti. 
It is said to be composed of many Metals, 
inchidmg all the nrecious ones. Its bail 
measures 23 incnes : such a one, if of 
cast iron, weighs nearly 1500lbs. 
72 Pounder. — ^This gun is said to be of -^ 
same composition as the above one. 



1 



1 


SO Pounder. 




16 ditto ^ 


1 


10 ditto 




8 ditto carronade 


6 


9 ditto 




3 ditto ^Uopcr 


I 


: 8 ditto 




2 ditto 


19 


6 ditto 




H ditto ; 


6 


5 ditto 




1 ditto 


7 


4 ditto 


9 


Wall guns 


£ 


3 ditto 




IS inch mortar 


S 


a ditto 




8 ditto 


5^ 


1 ditto 




6 inch howitzer 


-« 


18 Pounder carro- 




5i ditto 




nade$, 




U ditto • 



76 Brass guns, of diffe- 
rent natures. 
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iftON GUK.8. 6 J -ditto 

1 32 Pounder. - 4 I ditto 

1 24 ditto ^ * II 2 Poundergallope^s 

I 18 ditto' 4 li ditto 

4 12 ditto 4 1 ditto 

1 JO ditto 26 Wall guns 

1 8 ditto 

6 6 ditto 86 Iron Guus^ of difFe- 
4 5 ditto rent natures. 

6 4 ditto 33 Tum|)rils 
6 3 ditto 

ABSTRACT. 

Brass pieces, of different natures ^ ' ^ 76 
Iron ditto ditto ----- 86 

162 

REMARKS, 

The brass pieces are in general of the same 
manufacture as those taken in the camp and town. 
Of the iron ones, several are what arc termed bar 
guns. 

The whole are mounted, either on travelling 

. carriages with elevating screws, or on country 

block carriages turning on a large pivot. Several 

«pare carriages are ready to receive pieces which 

may be broken down. 

In the magazines are large quantities of gun- 
po\»pder, shot, rockets, &c. &c. but the precise 
weight and nurtiber not yet ascertained. 

(Signed) JNO. HORSFORD, 

Lieut. Col. Com. Art. in Field. 
A true copy, (Signed) G. A. F. LAKE, Mil. Sec. 



Thb following extracts of dispatches, received 
from Lieutenant- Colonel Harcourt and Captain 
Morgan, are published for general information. 
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To Captain Armstrong, Acting Military Secre- 
tary to His E.vcellency the Most Is able the 
Governor General. 

Sir, 
I REQUEST you Will ha vc the goodness to report 
to His Excellency the Moat Noble the Governor 
General, that in obedience to His Excellency's 
conirtiands, I have proceeded to Ganjam, and 
have this morninjj assumed the command of the 
field force assembled under His Excellency's 
orders. 

I find -this force sufficiently supplied with every 
requisite, to enable it .to move immediately, and I 
^hallin consequence proceed from hence to-morrow. 
I expect in three marches to reach the Manicka- 
patam River, which I trust I shall pass on the day 
of my arrival ; from thence it is two marches to 
Jaggernaut, where, from the necessary arrange- 
inents that tnust take place, I shall be detained 
sbme days. 

I haYe the honor to be, Sir^ 

your most obedient servant^ 
(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. Col 
In Camp at Pyagkee, September 1 1, 1803- 

To Captain Armstrong, Acting Military Secre- 
tary to His Excellency the Most Noble the 
Governor Ge7ieraL 

Sir,' . 
I AM now within a short march of the village of 
Manickapatam, where I am told five thousand 
infantry, and two thousand horse, are stationed 
to oppose my passage ; but I am not Jed to e>:pect 
afiy serious difficulties in possessing myself to- 
morrow morning, (or in the course of this night) 
of that post. 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. Col 
Camp at Meetacoah, Sept, IS, 1803. 
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To Captain Armstrong, Acting Military Secre- 
tary to His Exceikncy the Most Noble the 
Governor General. 

Sir, 
I HAVE the -greatest satisfaction in stating to 
you for the information of His Excellency the 
Most Noble the Governor General, that I shall 
not be detained at this place beyond to-morrow, 
when I shall move towards Jaggernaut, having in 
twodavs passed a river not fordable,.near a mile in 
breadth, with all the troops, camp equipage, stores 
and cattle, &c. &c. I have also landed from the 
transport vessels two 18-pouiiders, with their car- 
riages, &c. 

If it had not been for uncommon exertions from 
all corps, each individual and each department 
generally, I could not possibly have so expeditious- 
ly effected this operation. 

I shall march to-morrow to Nursingapatam, and 
from thence, on the following day, to Jaggefnaut 
I have the satisfaction to acquaint you, for the 
information of His Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General, that although I am en- 
camped in the midst of a highly cultivated coun- 
try, surrounded by villages, whose inhabitants 
have not deserted them, or who having at the 
moment of our first taking possession of this part 
of the province of Cuttack, left their houses, are 
already returned to them, I have not received a 
single complaint. My bazar is supplied by the 
native inhabitants, and a degree of confidence and 
security is manifested, and 1 trust, from the mea- 
sures I have adopted, is completely experienced 
and established, which leaves me no more reason 
to doubt the coutinuance of that confidence than 
I have to doubt the continuance of the security. 
I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

- (Signed) GEO. HARCOURT,Xie2;/.a/. 
Catnp at Manickapatam, Sept, 1 6, 1803. 
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In camp at Jaggernaui^ Sept 18, 1805. 
Sir. ' ^ 

I BEG you will be pleased to state to His Excel- 
lency the Most Noble the Governor General, that 
ve have this day taken possessioq of the city of 
Jaggernaut. 

Upon application from the chief Bramins of the 
Pag^a, 1 have afforded them guards (of Hindoos) 
and a most satisfactory confidence is shewn by 
the Bramins, Priests, and Officers of the Pagoda, 
and by the inhabitants of Jaggernaut, both in 
their present situation, and the future protection 
of the British Government. 

From the general good conduct of the troops 
Under my command, and from the strict attention 
which has been paid to my orders for preventing 
all interference with the inhabitants and natives^ 
framed under the express injunctions of His Exr 
cellency the Most Noble the Governor General, ' 
jiot a single complaint has been made to me; 
though I have, by every practicable .means, in- 
vited a direct communication of the least devia- 
tion from this important duty. 

1 humbly beg leave to congratulate His Ex«- 
cellency the Most N^ble the Governor General oa 
tliis important acquisition to the British possessions 
in India. . 

And I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient and humble servant, 

GEO. HARCOURT, Lieut. CoL 

To Cr/»/a2« Armstrong, 
Acting Military Secretary ^ i)C, S^c. isc. 



haul BaugFort, Cut tack, Oct. 24, 1803. 
Sir, 
On the 24th ultimo, I marched with the force 
under my command from Jaggernaut to Alimed- 
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poor, and I di^, not reach my grourid of encamps 
mcnt without great difficulty, 6wing to the ex- 
treme hadness of the weather, the inundated state 
of the country, and the rise of the Nullahs crossing 
any line of march. • 

My advanced guard, under the command of 
Captain Hutchinson of the 20th Bengal Regi- 
ment, was several times annoyed by the enemy, 
but from the able management of that officer, our 
loss was not severe : it consisted in three men 
wounded, as appears in the enclosed general 
return. — ^Tlie loss of the enemy, I understand, was 
considerable. 

The difficulties that impeded the march of the 
line detained the heavy guns and baggage for five 
days ; when I proceecfed to Beirpoorshuttumpoor, 
where I was again detained by the badness of the 
road and weather until the 3d instant. 

Having thought it expedient to order a force in- 
advance from Beirpoorshuttumpoor, I detached the 
acting field officer of the day, with orders to oc- 
cupy a position near Muckundpoor, which service 
again fell to the lot of Captain Hutchinson : im- 
mediately on his leaving camp he discovered the 
enemy on his flanks in considerable force, both of 
horse and infantry, but he, notwithstanding much 
opposition, most completely carried my orders into 
effect. 1 regret to state that his loss was not in- 
considerable, it consisted in two killed and twenty- 
one wounded. The loss of the enemy was very 
great from their being frequently exposed to a 
nekvy discharge of grape from the six-pounder 
with Captain Hutchinson. 

I cannot omit reporting to you for His Excel- 
lency's infoi^mation, the conduct of Captain Hut- 
chinson was most steady, able, and highly meri- 
torioi^s. 

On the night of the 4th, I moved towards 
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Muckundpopr, yben the advance under Lieutenant 
Cplanel Clayton was again opposed by the enemy ; 
but from a well-directed and a very destructive 
fire they were completely dispersed, whilst our 
loss consisted of only one pioneer wounded. 

Frpm Muckundpoor to the banks of the Kut- 
joory, we met with no opposition from the enemy, 
and my letters of the 1 1th and following days 
completely detail my subsequent operations. ; 

I have the honor to be, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient anc} humble servant, 

• (Signed) GEQ. HARCOURT, 

Lieut. Colonel Commanding in Cut* 
tacky and Military Secretary to 
His Excellency the Most Noble 
the Governor General. 



\ 
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To Captain Armstrong, Acting Military Secre- 
. . . tary, Ss'c. Ss^. 

English Factory House , Balasore, 
Sir, Sept. 22, 1803. 

My letter of the 20th from the entrance of the 
Balasore River, and that of last night, to Lieiit; 
Colonel Fergusson, copies of which I requested 
might Be sent to you for the information of Hi^ 
. Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, 
&c. &c. will, in a small degree, have apprized 
ydu of the operations of the detachment which 
his lordship was pleased to honour me with the 
command of for the last two days; but for his 
better information, I shall proceed to state circum- 
stances in<letail from the fleet bftranspol-ts leaving 
Kedgeree on the 14th instant. 
' Owing to adverse winds, the transpotts,' Sec. a^ . 
per mirgin *, only made the Neelgharee Hills in 
the afternoon of the 17th instant, distant from the 
Bar, at the entrance of the Balasore River, about 
sixteen miles. 

Early in the morning of the 18th, Mr; Wright, 
the Pilot, left the Alexander, and proceeded to 
explore the Bar, and if possible, obtain by amicable 
means some native pilots, but without effect ; as ' 
at Bellanghurry House, near to the entrance into 
the fiver, was a post of Mahratta infantry^ who in 
failing to entice hini oti shore> fireti into his boat 
without doing any injury. 

Mr. Wright then retufned to the Bar^ ^tid with 
the assistance of Mr. Pike, the pilot from the 
George, in another boat, by his perseverance, xeal, 
atid superior abilities, found odt the channel^ and 



* Alexander, Anne, George, Charles, Fairlie, Lizard hired 
brig ; Scourge gun- vessel, and two Long Boats. 

U 
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took the proper bearings, &c. for conducting the 
transports over rt. 

Early in the morning of the 19th, we observed 
the pilots returning to the Alexander, when the 
troops on board the Alexander and Anne were 
shifted to the George, Charles, Fairlie, and Lizard, 
with the lea^t possible delay. About ten o'cloc)^, 
those transports, with the gun vessel (leaving the 
Alexander and Anne, with the sick of the detadb- 
ment, and the whole of the baggage, &c, at s^uchor) 
moved down for the entrance of the river, but were 
obliged to anchor close to the Bar, to wait fpr the 
next day's flqod-tide; soon after whic^h came on 
* a severe gale of wind, which continued until the 
flood had pretty well made, about nine o'clpck in 
the morning of the 20th ; when the vessels as per 
margin* cpssed the Bar, entered the BalasofC 
River, and anchored nearly opposite Bulramghurry 
House ; leaving the Lizard orig at anchor on the 
-outside the Bar, Mr. Wrig|it being in dread of 
her striking on it, from the report of her draft of 
water; however, in passing the Bar, we found to 
our great satisfaction full fourteen feet water on it 
at the height of the 6ood. 

One of the Indiamen's long boats was left with 
the Lizard, when the gale .should subside a little 
to bring off the two 6-pounders, &c, and the ife- 
maining part of the detachment of Artillery, prp- 
portion of ammunition, kc, and which joined us 
in the river about five o'clock in the evening. 

The party of Mahrattas stationed at ^ulram-* 
gburry House, on seeipg the vessels coming over 
the Bar, fled towards Balasore. 

The Lizard hired brig, being much lightened 
by the detachment of Artillery, two giins, am- 
muhition, &c. taken out of her, Mr. Wright is 

♦Scourge gun-vessel, George, Charks, And Fairlie. 
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confident she can comie over the Bar without much 
risk, and Mr. Pike, with another pilot, is left with 
her for that purpose. She could not yesterday 
attempt it for watit of wind, but I am in great 
hopes it has bein accomplished this day, or w^U 
be to-morroW. 

The inhabitants from the villages adjacent to 
the entrance of the river flocktd to our vessel*, 
and put otx board each a native pilot, to conduct 
them up the river to this place; expressing their 
extreme abhorrence of the savage Mahrattias, and 
congratulating each other on the happy day that 
brings them under the British Government. 

Between six and seven o'clock P. M. the fleet 
got under weigh to proceed up the river, but from 
the darkness of the night, and a very heavy fall 
of rain, with the native pilots objecting to pro- 
ceed, they were obliged almost immediately to 
come to anchor agaifi. 

On the morning of the 21st, the vessels cam6 
up as far as possible, but finding they made but 
littI6 progress, and hearing different reports that 
a party of Mahrattas vfho had been detached from 
Balasore to support their posts at the Ghauts be- 
tween this and Jella^ore, was returning by forced 
marches to the defence, or to plunder and destroy 
the town (the latter the most probable report), I 
came to the determination, with the most cordial 
concurrence of Gaptain Peter Grant, of imme- 
diately quitting the gun vessel and transports, and 
proceeding up the river as far as possible, with two 
six-pounders, &c. and as many fighting n[ien as the 
boats would hold. After two hours great exertion 
we arrived at a clear spot of ground, the ebb-tidi^ 
having set in. We were told by some of the in- 
habitants that it was only four miles by land to 
Balasore, but that it would take two oi" tliree morfe 
flood-tides to carry us up to it. 1 deemed it nfe- 
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pessary to consult with .Captain P. Grant on tl^e 
practicability of carrying the town, &c. without 
our guns, and he being fully of opinion with me 
(on our seeing the state of the country leading to 
it) th^t no time should be lost jn making the at- 
tempt, in consequence of which we landed near 
300 from the boats, rank and file, and directed 
pur march towards the town'pver paddy fields 
inunda):ed from one to three feet in water/ 

On approaching the town the detachment halted 
to rest and refresh the men, when I made the best 
disposition' of my force that I was able for the 
attack. 

About this pefiod int/sUigence \5ras brought me, 
that the military commander of the enemy, by 
name Nana, had put the Fouzdar, Moro Pundit, 
in cqnfinement, because he wishpd to come over 
fp the English ; and that Nana, with the force 
under his command, was determined to dispute 
pur getting possession of tlje tpw^i and Factory 
House. 

The entj-ance into the town, gnd until near the 
Factory House, isone continued strpng defile, which 
we soon found was lined with both cavalry and 
infantry, by their firipg on pur advanced party ; 
but that party pushing forward until very near 
jthem, and a flanking party I had detached? ap- 
proaching them af the same period, both giving a 
steady ^nd well-directed fire; the ^nemy was in-r 
stantly routed fiom their first position with cpusif 
derable loss ; they say in all ten or twelve men fell. 
The detachment kept moving forward, iindey a 
tedious fire fropi the tops of hpuses,^ tlie entrances 
of lanes, and from behind walls and heights, re- 
turning a spirited fire at intervals until it gained 
the factory house with a loss only of one Sepoy 
killed, and three wounded, when the whole busj? 
pess subsided. ' ' 
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Parties were immediately posted in all directions 
outside of the Factory House, to keep in awe some 
cf the enemy, who were shiping at us, and from 
which I attribute his not being able to annoy us 
further. 

I had written a letter to Moro Pundit, th^ 
.Fouzdar, from the entrance of the fiklasore River, 
advising hfin of my having a letter for him from 
His Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
General, &c. and wished he would point out some 
means of my communicating with him, and for 
which purpose a gentleman with me would be ready 
to meet him, or any person he should depute. I 
received in return a verbal answer of Salam, and 
that he had received my letter. 

His Excellency's letter I sent, immediately after 
gaining possession of the Factory House, to apart 
of the outside of the town called the Marhatta Fort, 
to Moro Pundit ; but only a similar answer to the 
foregoing was returned. The men %yho carried 
the letter informed me, that the enemy was quit- 
ting it with precipitation, and at day break thi^ 
morning t took possession of it. 

Wg found in it three old unserviceable iron 
guns on decayed carriages, one apparently a si^- 
pounder, another a four-pounder, and a one- 
pounder. No shot, or ammunition of any de- 
scription. A small quantity of grain of different 
kinds, and two chests, containing papers relative 
to the Sirkar, which shall be taken the greatest 
pare of. 

I have directed Ensign Wilson, of the Engineers, 
to report on state of the post, which. is certainly 
much superior m strength and convenience to the 
one we now possess; likewise on the Factory 
House and Compound; which shall be sent to 
^'ou in the course of a few days. 

The proclamatioii in English,. with a translatipn 
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of the ftatbe. ift Hinddosttaeet were issued this 
tnorniQg, ^nd similar ones sent toutid and pro- 
claimed by beat of drum through the town and the ' 
villages near ; and it is with peculiar pleasure I 
report the inhabitants returning to every house in 
great numbers. 

Many of the principal inhabitants, merchants, 
&c. waited on me last night and this morning, 
expressing uncommon satisfaction at being taken 
under the protection of the British government. 

I have received the most marked attention, and 
some little information respecting the flight of the 
enemy, from Mr. Princely, the Danish resident at 
this place. 

By this day's dawk, I have communicated to 
Lieutenant Colonel Campbell, or officer com- 
]»anditig at Cuttack, my being in possession of 
this place, &c, &c. But I much fear the commu- 
nication is not open, no dawk for the last three days . 
having arrived here from the Southward; but • 
Captain (jrant will endeavour this evening to dis- 
patch by a private hircarrah a duplicate of the 
same. 

The dawk arrived this day, (and has always 
been regular) from Calcutta, but I have received 
no letter from Lieutenp-nt Colonel Fergusson. To- 
morrow I shall certainly receive an answer to my 
letter to him of the 20th, when every means in our 
power sliall he taken to facilitate his approach to 
this place, by pushing towards him a party to col- 
lect boats, &C.&C. at the different Nullahs. 

I have just received accounts, which I have every 
yeason to confide in, that the enemy who were sta- 
tioned between this and Jellasore, at the different 
Ghauts, are flying through the Jungles to gain 
tlie bills, and I sincerely believe in three days 
iiiore not a single Marhatta ^rtH be found between 
this and Jellasore. 
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The gun vessel and transports are not yet in sight, 
owing to the very strong current that prevails in 
the river. 

To-morrow I shall communicate further to you, 
o;a this, and the mode to be adopted for bringing 
the sick of the detachment and the whole of the 



On the 30th of September, Captain Morgan de* 
tachedt two companies of Sepoys, un,der the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Sly 6, to the town of Soorong, 
about twenty miles to t^e Southward of BaUspre, 
for the purpose of dislodging a party of the, enemy, 
stationed QQar that plagi;, apd of opening a commu- 
nication in the 4ireQtiQA of Cutta^k. On tjb^ £ir$V 
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of October, Lieutenant Slye attacked and defeated 
a party of the enemy, which had been posted at aj 
village a short distance from Soorong. The de- 
tachment under Lieutenant Slye, having been 
reinforced by Another company from Balasore,' 
took possession of Soorong, on the 3d of October, 
without further opposition. 

On the 4th of October, a detachment of native 
infantry, with a detachment from His Excellency 
the Governor General's body guard, under the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Fergusson, which, 
had catered the province of Cuttack from Jella- 
sore, arrived at Balasore, without opposition. 

On the 10th, Colonel Fergusson proceeded to- 
wards Cuttack, at which place a part of his de- 
tachment had arrived on the 2d October. During- 
the whole of his march, Lieut. Col. Fergusson 
received every assistance from . the inhabitants, 
who expressed the utmost aatisfaction at the pros- 
pect of being relieved from the oppressions to 
which they were subjected by the Mahrattas, and 
of being speedily placed under the protection of 
the British Government. 

On the 6th of September, a detachment of Bri- 
tish troops, under the command of Lieutenant- 
Colonel P. Powell, crossed the Jumna, ahd en- 
tered the province of Bundelcund. 

On the I6th of September, Lieutenant Colonel 
Powell was joined by Rajah Himmut Behadur, 
with his forces near Teroa. 

The united detachments reached the river Cane, 
on the 23d of September. The troops of Shumshere 
Behadur were encamped on the opposite bank of ^ 
the river in considerable strength. 

Having reduced several forts iu the vicinity of 
his camp, and having established the British au-^ 
' thority in the territory lying between the Jumnab- 
jimd the Cane, Colonel Powell, accompanied by ^ 
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loth of October, 

The following extract ^of a Ifetter from Colonel, 
Powell, 'is published by ^mtMtid of. His E^cdi^' 
lency the Most Nobte the Gov6rhor General in 
Council. 

To Lkut. Col./. Gerard, Adjutant (jreneral. 
Head Quarters, 
'Sir, 

In my dispatch of yesterday, His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief will have been informed of 
my having crossed the Cane River, and of the 
Communication which immediately thereupon took 
place betwix't the Nawaub Shumshere Bahadur, 
and myself. 

After the dispatch of my letter of yesterday, 1 
received another intimation from Shumshere^s 
Vkkeel, informing me of his master's bdng forced 
by the persuasion of his Sirdars, to risk an en- 
gagement with the detachment under my com- 
mand. 

This morning I accordingly made the necessary 
arrangements for meeting him. At half past tea 
o'clock, the detachment after a most fetiguing 
march of six hours over a very uneven country, 
came iti sight of Shumshere's army, dravv^n out in 
line of battle upon this ground, and their camp ail 
struck. Shumshere's line covered a great ej^tent^ 
and as it was advantageously posted, and they ap- 
J)eared advancing, I. had every expectation of a 
general action. 1 advanced in columns of bat- 
talions, within 1200 yards of the enemy ; I de- 
ployed into line with an intention of advancing 
in that form as far as the ground would permit j 
but just as the line was formed, a gun of Rajah 
Himmut Behadur's was fired, Avhich was niistaken 
as a signal for opening our guns, which immedi- 
ately commenced a cannonade. After five mi- 
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nutes firing, the guns were agstiii limbered, in con- 
sequence of heavy ploughed fields, which rendered 
it impossible to get them along by the drag ropes/ 
When advanced five hundred yards more, our guns 
recommenced firing. Those of the enemy had till 
now continued playing upon- our line, with little 
or no effect, but soon after our cuns opened a se- 
cond time, those of Shumshere ceased firing, 
whereupon our guns were again limbered, and the 
whole line advanced as fast as possible, upon M'hich 
Shumshere's army began to retire ; I therefore or- 
dered Captain Webber, with the squadron of ca- 
valry, and Galloper with 506 of Rajah Himmut 
Behadur's Horse, to pursue the enemy, which they 
did for three miles, ?ind got within reach of firing " 
upon them with the galloper, which opened upon a 
body of 1500 horse, with great efl^ect, when they 
continued to retreat at too great a speed for their 
pursuers to come up with themj whose horses from 
being twelve hours saddled were completely jaded. 
Our loss, as far as I have learnt, does not exceed 
eight or ten natives killed and wounded ; but 
amongst the casualities I am sorry to inform you, 
that Captain Farley Smith is included ; he was 
killed by the first cannon shot from the enemy. 

At two o'clock P. M. I encamped on the spot 
where Shumshere's camp stood, and it is my inten- 
tion4:o pursue him to-morrow morning to the placQ 
where I understand he is gone. 

I have further to desire you will report to His 
^Excellency, that the behaviour of the whole of the 
detachment during this day, was such as to merit 
my entire approbation. The following are the 
articles taken from the enemy : — ^Two small gims, ^ 
two tumbrils with ammunition, fourteen horses^ 
and ten gun bullocks. 

The Rajah has had seventeen men, ^i^d sixteck 
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horses, killed and wounded. Th6 loss of the 
enemy, I have not yet ascertained. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 
(Signed) G. POWELL^ 

Lieut. Col. Commanding at Bundelcund. 
Camp, at Capsdh, October 13, 1803, 



Accounts have been since received, that Shum- 
sliere Bahadur has crossed the river Betwah, and 
evacuated the province of Bundelcund. 

Publish d by command of His Excellency 
The Most -i^oble the Governor General 
in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 



Fort JVilliam, November 1 3, 1 803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a 
copy, has this day be^n received from His Excel- 
lency the Commander in Chief, by his Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General. 

To His Excellency the Most Noble Marquis 
Welles LEY, (§'c. S^c. S^c. 

Camp Four Miles to the Westward 
o/Cassow/y^ November 1st, 1803. 

My Lord, 
I HAVE the honor to inform your Excellehcy, 
that I marched from Agra on the 27th ultimo, m 
pursuit of the Mahratta ibrce, which was com- 
posed of the brigades ^hich had been detached 
from the Dekan in the early pajrt of the campaign, 
and of a few battalions whicn had effected their 
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escape from Delhi. I was tlue more anxious to de- 
feat this corps. frona its being furuished with a nu- 
nierous artillery. Owing to the detention the army 
piet with from a heavy fall of rain, it was not until 
the 29th that it reached a camp to the westward of 
Futtipoor. Frpm intelligence I received here of 
the rapid ma^oer iij which the Mahi^atta army was 
moving, I determined to leave the heavy artillery, 
with a proper detachment of infantry for its pro- 
tection, and to puisiie the enemy by forced 
marches, ip tiie hope of being able the more 
speedily to come up with him. On the 31st, the 
army encamped at a short distance from the 
ground \vhich the enemy had quitted the same 
morning.' Possessed of this intelligence, I re- 
solved to make an effort to overtake him with all 
the cavalry of the aiTOy, in the intention of delay- 
ing bim by a light engagement, until the jnfantry 
should be able to come up. ^ To this end the ca- 
valry marched ,at twelve last night, and haying 
performed a distance of more than forty miles ii; 
twenty-four, bours^ came up with the enemy this 
morning soon, after day break. ^ From the sudden 
manner in which I came upon the enemy;, I ven- 
tured to make an attack' with the cavalry alone, 
supported by the mounted artillery, but finding 
bim too advantageously posted, to hope for com- 
plete success without top much risk, I drew the 
cavalry out of reach of cannon shot, and waited 
the arrival of the infantry. Soon after their ar- 
rival, I made a general attack upon the enemy's 
position, the result of whidh I have the satisfaction 
of informing yout Excellency has been a complete, 
though I sincerely lament to addj dear bought 
victory. The enemy were totally defeated, with 
the loss ofall their cannon^ tumbrils, and baggage; 
T>ut this important advantage has only been ^i^ed 
by the loss of many valuable officers, the principal 
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of ^hom, are Major General Ware, Cokmel Va»T 
deleur, Major Griffiths, Major Campbell, tlue De^ 
puty Quarter Master General, and my Aide cje 
Camp Lieutenant Duval, who gloriously fell in ihia 
honorable contest. 

I have not been able. to ascertain the exact ac- 
count of our loss in killed and wounded, returns of 
which, with a detailed account of this important 
affair, I shall have the honor of transmitting to 
your Excellency by the first opportunity. 
I have the honor to be. 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed) {f LAKK 

By authentic advices rfeceived from camp, it ap* 
pears that the victory Avas most complete and glo- 
rious. All the enemy's battalions are cnt up, or 
taken, and near seventy guns, their whole bag- 
gage, bazars, &c. are in our possession. The 
Commander in Chief had two horses killed under 
Ijim, and Major Lake is severely, but not danger- 
QU3ly w6unded. 

Published by commanjd of His Excellency 

the Most Noble the Governor General in 

Council. 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 



General order Sy by His Excellencjf the Most No* 
ble the Governor Xjeneral, and Captain 
General of all the land forces serving in the 
Ea^t Indies. 

' Fort William, November, 13, 180S. 

A r:oyal salute and three voUies of musqu'etry 

to he fired at all the stations of the army, in honor 

of the glorious and important victory obtained on 
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the Ist of November, 1803, near Cassowly in Hin- 
dostan, by the army under the personal command 
of His Excellency General Lake, over a large body 
of the enemy's regular infantry and cavalry, in 
which the enemy were entirely defeated, with the 
loss of all their guns, tumbrils, and baggage. 

By command of His Excellency, 
' J. ARMSTRONG, Acting Mil. Sec. 



FORT WILLIAM, November 15, 1803. 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a 
copy, ha^ this day been received from His Ex- 
cellency i\^ Commander in Chief, by His jEx- 
cellency tlie Most Noble the Governor General. 

To His Excellency the Most Noble the Marciuu 
Wellesley, <§^c. S^c. &^c. 

My Lord, 
' In my dispatch of yesterday's date, I did my- 
self the honor to state for your Lordship's informa- 
tion, some particulars of the march of the army 
from Agra to the camp it now occupies, together 
-with the general result of the action which took 
place yesterday. I now have the honor to send 
your Excellency a more detailed account of that 
affair. 
After a forced march of twenty-five miles, 
• which was performed by the cavalry in a littfc 
• more than six hours, 1 came up with the enemy, 
who appeared to be upon their retreat, and in such 
confusion, that I was tempted to try the effect of 
ap attack upon him with the cavalry alone. By 
cutting the embankment of a large reservoir of 
water, the enemy had rendered the road very 
difficult to pass, which caused a considerable delay 
in the advance of the cavalry ; of this the enemy 
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had availed himself to take an advantageous post, 
having his right upon a rivulet, which we had to 
cross, and his l^ft upon the village of Laswaree; 
the whole' of his front was amply provided with 
artillery. I was prevented from discovering this 
change' in the situation of the enemy by the 
quantity of dust which, when once clear of the 
water, totally obscured him from our sight; I 
therefore proceeded in the execution of my de- 
sign, by which I hoped to prevent his retreat into 
the hills, and secure his guns ; directing the ad- 
vanced guard, and first brigade, commanded by 
Colonel Vandeleur, upon the point wher^ I had 
observed the enemy in motion, but which proved 
to be th^ left of his new position; the remainder 
©f the cavalry I ordered to attack in succession, 
as soon as they could form after passing the ri- 
vulet 

The charge of the advanced guard under Major 
Griffith, and that of the first brigade, led by 
Colonel Vandeleur, was made with much gallantry; 
the enemy's line was forced, and the cavalry pene- 
trated into the village ; they still however con- 
tinued to be exposed to a most galling fire of 
cannon and musquetry, which, as it was impossible 
under such circumstances to form the squadrons 
for a fresh attack, determined me to withdraw 
them. The guns which had fallen into our hands 
could not be brought away, fron> the want of 
bullocks. Id this charge. Colonel Vandeleur fell, 
mortally wounded ; in him the service has lost a 
most valuable officer. , 

Tlie attacks of the other brigades were con- 
ducted with the same spirit, but after taking 
several of the tnemy's guns, being still fired upon, 
without being able to discover the enemy, they 
retired in good order, retaining possession of a 
part of the artillery. In the performance of this 
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aervice, the third brigade, consisting of His Ma- 
jesty's 29th regiment and the fourth regiment o# 
native cavalry, under the command of that meri- 
torious officer, Colonel Macan, met my entire ap- 
probation. 

The infantry having marched at three A. M. 
arrived upon the banks of the rivulet about eleven 
o'clock. After so long a march, it was absolutely 
necessary to allow some time for the men to re- 
fresh themselves, during which the enemy sent 
in to say that, if certain terms were allowed them, 
they were willing to surrender their guns. Anxious 
to prevent the fiirther efinsioh of blood, I directed 
a letter to be Mritten, acquiescing in their pro- 
posals, and allowing them an hour to decide ; in 
the mean time the several columns for the attack 
were formed. The infantry formed in two columns 
upon the left ; the first, composed of the right 
wmg under the command of Major General Ware, 
was destined to gain the enemy's right flank> 
which he had thrown back since the morning) 
leaving a considerable space between it and the 
Hvulet, and to assault the village of Laswaree; 
the second, composed of the left wii^g under 
Major General St. John, was to support the first 
column. The 3d brigade of cavalry, under Gol. 
Macan, was to support the infantiy ; the secobd 
brigade, under Lieutenant Colonel Vandeleur, 
was detached to the right, to be ready to take 
advantage of any confusion in the enemy's line, 
and to attack him upon his retreat ; the brigade 
under Colonel Gordon composed the reser\% and 
w)as forjned between the 2d and 3d brigades. As 
many of the field pieces as could be brought up, 
with the gallopers attached to the cavalry, formed 
fbur different batteries. 

At the expiration of the time which I had al- 
lowed the enemy to decide, I ordered the in&iatry 
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to advance ; ad soon as they became e3tj>osed to 
the enemy's guns, the four batteries commenced 
their fire, and continued to advance, though op- 
posed by a great superiority, both in- number and 
weight of metal 

When thfe 76th Regiment, which headed the 
attack, had arrived at the point from which I in- 
tended to make the charge, they were io much 
exposed tt> the enemy's fire, and losing men sd 
fast, that I judged it preferable to proceed to the 
attack with that regiment, and as many of thenative 
infantry as had closfed to the front, to losing time 
in waiting until the remainder of the column 
should be able to form^ the march Of which had 
been retarded by impediments in the advance. 

^ soon as this handful of heroes wei-e arrived 
within reach of the enemy's canister shot, a most 
tremendous fire was opened lipon thfem. The loss 
they sustained was very severe, and sufficient alopc 
to prevent a regular advance; at this moment the 
enemy's cavalry atteilipted to charge, but were 
repulsed by th^e fire of this gallant body'; they 
however rallied at a short' distance, and assumed 
so menacing a posture, that I thought it advisable 
to order them to be attacked by the cavalry ; thi^ 
service fell to the share of His Mijesty^s 29th 
R^ment, commanded by Captain Wade C Major 
Griffith having at that instant been unfortunately 
killed by a cannon shot), and was performed with 
the gj^atest gallantry^ and in a mjinuer which en- 
titles Captain Wade^ and every officer and soldier 
in the regiment to tny warmest acknowledgrtiftnts^ 
The remainder of the first column of infantry 
arrived just in time to join in th^ attack of the 
fenemy's reserve, which was formed in the rear of 
his line, with its left upon the village of Laswaree, 
and its right thrown back; 

About this time Major General Ware fell dead, 
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his head berng carried off by a canijon shot. He 
Iras a gallant officer, and one whose loss 1 deeply 
lament. On his death the command of this column 
devolved upon Colonel Mac Donald, who, though 
wounded, continued to acquit himself iia this 
important command very much to my satisfaction. 
The enemy opposed a vigorous resistance to the 
last, and it was not until he had lost his guns that 
he abandoned his post. Even then his left wing 
did not fly, but attempted to retreat in good 
order ; in this, however, they Were frustrated by 
His Majjesty^s €7th Regiment, and the 6th Regi- 
ment of native cavalry, under the command of 
Lieutenant Colonel Vandeleur, who broke in upon 
the column, cut several to pieces, and drove the 
rest in prisoners, with the whole of the baggage. 

Severe as the loss has been which we have sus- 
tained in- the achievement of this complete vic- 
tory, that of the enemy has been far greater. 
With the exception of upwards of 2000 who have 
been taken prisoners (of which number I have 
only detained the principal officers, amounting to 
forty-eight), I have reason to believe that very 
few escaped the general slaughter. 

It would be a violation of my feelings were I 
to close my dispatch without bearing testimony 
to the gallant conduct of Major Mac Leod and 
Captain Robertson of His Majesty's 75th Regi- 
ment, and of every officer and soldier of that in- 
estimable corps, in the attack of the village of 
Laswaree. Major Gregory, too, at the head of 
tTie 2d Battalidn 12th Regiment of Native In- 
' fantry, in the same service displayed a conduct 
Jhighly meritorious. 

In the list of those officers who particularly 
distinguished themselves, I catinot omit the names 
of Lieutenant Wallace of His Majesty's 27th Re- 
giment, Avho was entrusted with the command of 
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a "battery of gallopers, nor that of Lieutenant 
Dixon of the oth Regiment Native Cavalry, who 
was employed in the same service. 

The whole of my Staff upon this, as upon every 
former occasion, are entitled to a large share of 
praise, and to my Avarmest gratitude. The zeal 
which they displayed upon this memorable day, is 
too plainly proved by the enclosed returns of the 
killed and wounded. I hav£ sustained a great loss 
by the death of Major William Gapipbell, the De- 
puty Quarter Master General, and by that of my 
Aid-de-Camp, Lieutenant Duval, of His Majesty's 
19th Light Dragoons, who wis a young man of 
great promise. , 

Herewith I have the honor to enclose returns of 
the ordnance and colours^ which were captured 
upon this occasion. 

I have the honor to be, 

My Lord, . 

Your Lordship's most faithful and 
humble servient, 

(Signed) G. LAKE. 

> Head Quarters, 
Camp, near Laswaree, November 2, 1803. • 

p. S. In the huny which I wrote my dispatch 
of yesterday's date, I fear I did not explain to 
your Lordship, that the enemy's corps which we 
have defeated, comprized the whole of the fifteen 
regular battalions which had been sent from the 
Dekan, under the command of Monsieur Duder- 
neg, and, two battalions of the same description 
which bad escaped from Delhr. I therefore have 
the satisfaction of congratulating your Excellency, 
upon the annihilation of the whole of the regular 
force in Scindiah's service commanded by French 
Officers. 

(Signed) a. I,^ 
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JA$t ojf officers hlUd in the action of.thejint of November^ 

1805. 

Major General Chaeles "Vf ake. 

General Stqf. 

Major William Campbell, Efeputy Quarter Master (GfencraU 
Lieutenant DuvaT, Aid-de-camp to tte Commander iij 
• Chief. 

fits M(ije^y^s 6t^ Regiment Light Dragoons. 

Colonel t. P. yandeleur, , 

paptain Storjr. 

His Mfijesty*s S9th Regimetft Light Dragoons. 

Major Griffith^ 

Cornet Fitzgei'ald, 

Quarter Master Philley, 

Quarter Master R, Mac Goughy, 

1st Regiment Native Capalfy. 
Cornet po^well- 

His Majesty's 76th Regimenf Focft-. 

Lieutenant ^d Adjutant Meulh, 
Lieutenant Hurd. 

Ut Bqttatjon ISth Regiment N(itive Infantry. 
Licu|tenant Lambert. 

^ List of officers wounded iff the action of the first qf Notefi^e^i 

1803. 

General Staff. 
LieutfBnanjb Cplonel Gerard^ Adjutant General, 
^ Major (5» A. F. Lake, Secretary to the Comnaander ift 
Chief, 
paptain J. Campbell, Gram Agent at^cl^ ip Hea4 

Qitarters, 
Lieutenant Asbhutst, commanding the Egcort with Hcj 
JEkcellency the Commander in Chirf* 

flf$ Majesty's Sth Regiment lA^ht Dragoons. 

Ljcijteiiant Lyndon,— ^since dead, " - 
Lieutenant Well^rd. 
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His Maj€ity*s tjth UegimerU Light Dragoon^ 
Captain White, 
Captain Mylne, 
Captain Sandys^ 
Jiieutenant Gore, Major of Brigade. 

His Majesty's ^th Regiment JAght Dragoom. 
JLicutenani; Holstead— since dead. 
Captain Sloane, 
Lieutenant Thome, 
ftuarter Master Tallem. 

1$^ Regiment Native Cavakjkf 
Lieutenant Cornish. 

4th Regiment Natpoe Cavalry, 
Licuten^tReid. 

6th Regiment Natine Cavalry . 
Cornet Dickspn. 

His Mqjesty's 76th Regiment Foot. 
Captain Robertson, 

Lieutenant Marston, ^ 

Lieutenant "VyibmeTjj 
JUeutenant Sinclair. 

ht Battalion ISth Regiment N<ffive Infantry. 
JEnsign Dalton, 

Sd Battalion Wh Regiment Native Infantry, 
Major Gregory, 
Captain Fletcher, 
p^tenant Ryan. 

1st battalion \5th Regiment Native Infmtry, 
Colonel Mac Donald. j 

*Zd Battalion \6th Regiment Native Infantfy. 
Lieutenant Colonel White, 
^nsign G, J)eane HeathcQte. 

f Signed] J. GERARD, Jdjutant Genera f. 
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Hepor^of the Ordnance, S^e. captured at Laswaree, on the 
ist November, ISOS, 
Camp, at Laswaree, Sd November, 1803. 



Kumber 








of 

Gunsv 


Nature. 

1 * ' 1 


Remarks. 




1 


Brass 1 8 Pounder Carronade 




i rs 


6 


Ditto 16 ditto ditto 


1 Unservic^ble 




^6- 


Ditto 6 Pounders 


4 Unserviceable 




4 


Ditto 4 ditto 




li 


16 * 


Ditto 3 ditto 


1 Unserviceable 




1 


Ditto Sf ditto 


I Ditto 


-^'^ 


S 


Iron 16 ditto 


1 Ditto 


■gs 


S 


Ditto 2f ditto Gallopers 


' 


e mounl 
Lunbers 


2 


Ditto If ditto ditto . 


' 


2 


Brass 8 Inch Mortars 




1 


Brass 8 Inch Howitzer 




I'S 


4 


Ditto 6 ditto ditto 




ff 


1 


Ditto 5 8 ditto ditto 




^ 2 to 


1 


Ditto 5 4 ditto ditto 




h|| 


Q 


Ditto 5 2 ditto ditto 







71 Pieces of cannon of different calibres. 

64 Tumbrils complete, laden with ammunition, and 44 
stand of colours. 

Ditto ditto blown up on the field of battle, the number 
not ascertained. 

The whole of the above-mentioned ordnance appears ser- 
viceable, with the exception of those mentioned in the 
remarks. 

The , iron guns are of Europe manufacture. The brass 
mms, mortars, and howitzers hayc been cast in India, one 
Dutch 3i3^?»pounder excepted. The dimensions are in ge- 
neral those of the French. The mortars and howitzers are 
furnished with elevating screws made, by a simple and in- 
genious adjustment, to give either of them the double ca- 
pacity of mortar and howitzer. The ammunition is made 
up in the same -rtarnner as that taken at Delhi. 
, 57 Catts or hackrees laden with matchlocks, musquets, 
and stores, also twelve artificer's carts. 
(Signed) J. GERARD, Jdj. Gen. 

J. ROBINSON, Captain, Com. the Art. 

Published by^ Command of His Excellency the 

*Most Noble the,Governor General in Council, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 
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FORT WILLIAM, Nov. 19, 1803. 
, . ADVICES have this day been received by his 
Excellency the Most Noble the Governor General, 
from the resident at Hyderabad, under date the 6th 
instant, stating, that intelligence had been received, 
by his Highness the Soobalidar of the Dekan, of 
the surrender of the city of Boorhanpore, to the 
forces under the command of Colonel Stevenson, 
on the I6th of October; and of the capitulation . 
of the important fortress of Asseerghur 6n the 21st, 
U> Colonel Stevenson. , 

The. garrison of Asseerghur are prisoners of 
war. 

The official accounts of these important succes- 
ses have not yet been received from the Honorable 
Major General Wellesley. 

'Published "by command of his Excellehcy 
Tlie Most Noble the Governor General in 
Council, 

J. LUMSpEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt 



General Orders^ by his Ea^cellency the Most 
Noble the GovERNOii Genje:ral. 

^FORT WILLIAM, Nov. 19, 1803. 
A Royal salute to be fired from the ramparts of 
Fort Williaiht at sun-set, ih honor of the surrender 
of the city of Boorhanpore, to the forces under the 
command of Colonel Stevenson, on tlie I6th of 
October ; and of the capitulation of the important 
fortress of Asseerghur on the 21st of October, to 
.Colonel Stevenson. The garrison of Asseerghur 
are prisoners of war. . 

By command of his Excellency, 

J.ARMSTRONG, 
Acting Military Secretary. 
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FOKT WILLIAM, Nor. 80, l^Ol 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is a copy^ 

has been this day received, by his Exce;Jlency tM 

Most Noble the Governor General from the Ho- 

Borable Major General Wellcsley, 

Camp, Nov. 6, 1803. 
My Lord, 
I NOW proceed to give vour Excellency a de- 
tailed account of Colonel Stevenson's operations 
against Asscerghur. 

On the l6th of October, he advanced to As- 
secrghur, and encamped three miles south of the 
Fort The remains of the enemy's infantry had 
fled towards the Nerbudd^h on the preceding day, 
iri the state in which I reported them to be, in my 
lettenof the 24th of October*; and Colonel Ste^ 
venson therefore determined to attack Asscer- 
ghur. 

On the 18th, he reconnoitred the Fort, attended 
by asquadron of cavalry,^ and tjie native picquets 

>.of themfantry; and havfng seen a favorable op- 
portunity, "attacked the Pettah, and carried it, and 
made a lodgment within one hundred and fifty 
yards of the lower wallof the Fort, In the even- 
ing, he reinforced the troops in the Pettah by a 
battalion, 

X>n the Iptb, all the preparations were made for 
carrying on the siege; and two batteries were 
ready to open at two o'clock in the afternoon of 
the gOth; one to breach tlie upper wartl, and anothef, 
of four brass twelve-pounders, to destroy the de- 
fences of the lower wall. 

. . On the 1 8th, • Colonel Stevenson had sent a flag; 
of truce to the Killedar to summon him to sur- 
render the Fort, to which message be did not re* 
ceive a decided answer. The communication was 

* Not received* 
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continued ; but Colonel Stevenson did not relax 
his operations against the Fort, as there was reason 
to believe that the negotiation w^s carried on, 
only to give time to Dowlut Rao Scindiah to come 
to its relief. Before opening his batteries Colonel 
Stevenson apprized the Killedar of the terms on 
which he should surrender the Fort; which were, 
that the garrison should march out with their pri-^ 
vate property, and be allowed to go where tney 
might think proper, and that their arrears should 
be paid to the amount of twenty thousand rupees. 

After the batteries had opened about an hour, a 
white flag was shewn from the walls of the Fort, 
which was the signal which had been agreed upon, 
in case the terms should be accepted; hostages 
were sent down, and an engagement made that the 
Fort should be delivered up on the following 
morning. It was accordingly evacuated ; the 
garrison carried off their property in security, and 
received the sum agreed to be paid to them. 

Colonel Stevenson mentions in high terms tlie 
conduct of the officers and troops under his com- 
mand ; and I cannot omit to take this opportunity 
of expressing to your Excellency my sense of the 
merits of Colonel Stevenson, and of the body of 
troops under his command. Upon every occasion 
rhave received from the Colonel the most cordi'al 
^lid zealous assistance ; and the troops under his 
command are in the highest state of discipline and 
order, and fit for any service in which they cau be 
employed. 

On the l6th, nine officers, four Serjeants, and 
one matross, formerly in the service of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, delivered themselves up to Colonel 
Stevenson, untler your Excellencj^'s proclamatioa 
of the 29th of August. 

I have the honor to enclose a list of their names; 
and a copy of the order issued by Colonel Steven-^ 
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son t6 provide for their subsistence. Lieutenant 
Stuart also delivered himself up at Poonah in the 
end of the last month. I have called for accounts 
of the regulated pay and allowances which those 
persons received in tlie service of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, which I shall hereafter have the honor 
of transmitting to your Excjellency. 

I have the honor to enclose a return of the killed 
and wounded of the troops under the command of 
Colonel Stevenson, during the operations against 
Asseerghur. Hereafter I shall have the honor of 
transmitting returns of the ordnance, stores, grain, 
and other property captured in that Fort. 

I have the honor to be, 
My Lord, 
With the greatest respect, 

Your Excellencv's most obedient, 

And faithful hUmble servant, 
(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

Bis Excdhncy the Governor General. 



Return of Killed^ JVoundedj and Missings in iho. 
, Corps composing the Subsidiary Force^ at the 
Siege of Asseerghur. 

First Battalion 6th Regiment. 

1 Rank and File Killed — 1 Drummer— -4 Rank and 

Fil^ Wounded. 

Detachment Cerps of Pioneers. 
1 Puckally Killed — 1 Pioneer Wounded. 
(Signed) , J. COLEBROOKE, 

Jbept. A^. Gen. Subsidiary Force^ 

Camp, three Miles So^h of Asseerghur, 
October t6, 18Q». 
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Roll of Eu7'4fpeans late in the Service qfDmlut 
Rao Scindiahy who have surrendered themselves 
to Colonel James Stevenson. 



Names. 


Rank. 


Country. 


John James Dupon 
John Mercier 
Alexander Mars 
John Berdard 
Jookeen Caumbra 
John Padroos 
Francis Carooile 
Manuel Joaza 
Joaza Castoo 
Anthony Dalmard 
Joseph lloman 
Joseph Anthony 
JohnAmmaral 
Name not ascertained] 


Captain 

Capt. Lieutenant 

Ensign 

Ensign 

Ensign 

Ensign 

Ensign 

Ensign 

Ensign 

Serjeant 

Serjeant 

Serjeant 

Matross 

Ranks as Serjeant 


Holland 

France 

England 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugal 

Portugd 

Portugal 

Partugal 



(Signed) J- COLEBROOKE, 

Deputy Adj. Gen. Subsidiary Force. 
Camp at Boorhanpore, 
October 16, 1803. 



lExiract .from G. O, by Colonel James St^vmspn, 
commanding the Subsidiary Force. 

The European Officers aiid 'Serjeants, who have 
fhb day 'been received from the service-pf Dowlut 
IRao Scindiah, and^U Europeans who ipay in future 
come in from 'the^ervice of that chi^, .or any 
power confederated with him, are to be under Jbc 
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charge of the Deputy Adjutant General, and who 
will draw pav for them agreeable to rates which 
will be hereafter determined. 
(A Time Extract.) 

(Signed) J. COLEBROOKE, 

Deputy Ad),. Gen. Sub. Eorce. 

Camp at Boorhanpore, 
. October l6, i803. 

PubHshed by command of his Excellency 
The Most Noble the Governor General 
in Council, 
J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 



FORT WILLIAM, November SO, 1803. 
THE following extracts from dispatches, which 
have been received by His Excellency the Most 
Noble the Governor General, from His Excellency 
the Commander in Chiet^ and from the Honorable 
Major General Wellesley, are published for general 
information. 

To his Excellency the Most Noble Marquis 
Wellesley,' Goxiernor General^ 8^c. S^c. S^c. 

My Lord, 

In the return of ordnance, &c. captured from 
the enemy iA the action of the 1st instant, I 
omitted to mention to your Lordship, that I had 
obtained upwards of sixteen hundred bullocks, se- 
veral elephants, and horses, and a very large num- 
ber of camels. 

Waggons have likewise been taken containing 
a very great quantity of arms, besides the muskets, 
matchlocks, &c. thrown down on the field of 
battle, which amount to upwards of five thou- 
sand. 
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One damaged piece of ordnance has been found 
in a well, into which it had been thrown by the 
eneniy, which completes the return to seventy-two 
piece»-6f cannon. 

1 have the honoi^ to he, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most faithful and humble servant, 
(Signed) , G. LAKE- 

Head Quarters, 
Camp, near Gissowly^ Not?. 9, 1803. 



To His Excellency the Most Noble Marquis 
, W ELLEs LEY y Governor General^ S^c. S^c. ^c.^ , 

My Lord, ^ 

Jan Khan Moatemmed-oad-Dowlah, arrived in 
my camp a few days ago, sent by the King of 
Delhi, with a Khclaut to me, and with congratu- 
lations on the late important victory of L^swaree, 

Anxi*us to receive this public testimony of sa- 
tisfaction at the success of the British arms, and 
His Majesty's private mark of favor, with every 
demonstration of respect and honor, I ordered a 
tent to be pitched without the precincts of my 
camp, for the reception of the ambassador, and 
proceeded thither yesterday morning, attended by 
my ^taff, and accompanied by a large escort of 
cavalry. 

I received His Majesty's congratulations, and 
• the dress which he did me the honor to send me, 
with the necessary form and ceretnony. 
I Having returned my public acknowledgments 
to His Majesty, and testified the high sense I en- 
tertained of the honor conferred on me, I returned 
to my camp, highly gratified by the evident marks 
of pleasure and satisfaction^ which I perceived in 
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His Majesty's aitibassiador, and in every Mussulman^ 
^'hb \vas a spectator of the ceremony. 

I have the honor to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most faithful and humble servant, 

(Signed) G.LAKK. 

Head Quarters^ 
Camp, rahifker, Nov. 17, 1803. 



His Excellency the Governor General.* 

Camp, 30 mihs Nortkfrom Jurungahad, 
October 10, 1805. , 

1\Iy Lord, 

I HAVE the honor to inclose the copy of a letter 
which 1 have received from Captain O'Donnell, of 
the 1st Regiment of Cavalrj*, in which he gives a 
detailed account of an ^ifFair of no very great im- 
portance, but in which he and the detachment of 
troops under his comfmand appear to have con- 
ducted themselves in an exemplary Hiamier. 

I likewise inclose the copy of an order, w'bich I 
have issued to the troops under my command upon 
this occasion. ' 

The party which attacked Captain O'Donndll, 
are a banditti, which infest the frontiers of His 
Highness the Soubah of ^he Dekan, and that of 
His Highness the Pei^hwah ; and are formidable 
from their numbers and boldness. It does tnot-ap- 
pearthat they belong to any particular chief, al- 
though it is «aid that they belong to the late 
Killedarof Ahmednuggar; but I have reason to 
believe that this person *dis(jharged all his troops, 
and that he joined *Do\vlut Rao Scindiah in 
camp. . 

As there is no established authority, or even an 
^acknowledged boundary on onypart of the'lronticr. 
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and the Killedars and 6ther oflSGers on both skies 
have been in the habit of carrying on private war« 
against each other, 1 am induced to believe that 
they have encouraged tliis bapdittij for (ihe pur- 
poses of their own wars. While I was ott tlie fron- 
tier of ccHirse their operations ceased; but th^y 
have now recommenced them, and I suspect that 
they are too strong for their former employers. 

I have the honor to be^ 
My Lord, 
Your Excellency's most obedient 

And faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 

His Excellency The Governor Get^rat 



To Captain Barclay, Deputy Adjutant Genera f 
of Mysore, ifC. SfC. 
Sir, 
I HAVE to request you will acquaint the Honour- 
able Major General Wellesley with my return to 
this station, accompanied by Lieutenant Bryant 
and Morgan, and the detachment of the 1st Bat- 
talion 12th Regiment Native Infantry, as also the 
circumstances which obliged us to adopt this plan. 
On the morning of the 27th ultimo, as the detach- 
ment approached the Mud Fort of Kurjet^ about 
twenty-two Coss to S. S. E. of this place, we per- 
ceived a body of Peons drawn up a little to the 
left of the place. I immediately ordered a Jema- 
dar and twelve Sepoys to conduct the followers 
and baggage then up, under the walls of the fort, 
and with the remainder I advanced to reconnoitre, 
and learn who they belonged to. As we ad- 
vanced they continued to retire. On ascending a 
small rising ground, I was much surprized at dis- 
covering a large body of horse, drawn up in the 
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bed of a Nullah, and not more than seven hun- ^ 
dred yards in front of the ground, which our little 
party then occupied. In this situation I was 
under the necessity of returning to the Fort. 
While marching back, the horse made two efforts 
to get between us and the place, but failed in both 
and suffered some loss in the attempt. It was 
some time before I could get admittance into the^ 
Fort : on entering, I ordered Lieutenant Morgan, 
with twenty-five Sepoys, to take post at the prin- 
cipal gateway, and accompanied by Lieutenant 
Bryant, and the remainder of the Sepoys, I pro- 
ceeded to examine the size and state of the place. 
We had not proceeded more than half way round, 
when we were obliged to return to the assistance 
of the party left at the gate. I had just joined 
Mr. Morgan and formed the whole of the Sepoys, 
when about three hundred of the enenjy's infantry 
entered at different parts of the Fort, and ad- 
vanced within one hundred yards of us, they kept 
up'a galling fire upon our people for about half an 
hour, killed one Sepoy and wounded^ two more. 
Our situation at this time was extremely prec;ari- 
ous, without some immediate step was taken to 
oblige the enemy to leave the place. We could 
spare but fifty men to oppose three hundred with- 
out giving up the gate, through >hich the whole ' 
of theFr cavalry might attack us in the rear. How- 
ever with this little party we sallied out on them, 
and pursued them from street to street until we 
drove them entirely out of the place. Their loss 
must have been very considerable, they left twen- 
ty-five men killed behind them, mostly Arabs. 
>About two hours after this they entered the Fort 
a second time, more in numbers, and we again 
drove them out with great loss on their side. From 
the great extent of the place and its being acces- 
sible at so many different places, even for cavalry, 
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that I found it utterly impossible to keep them 
out, acid to this, our ammunition was nearly ex- 
pended. The villagers would render no assistance, ' 
on the contrary encouraged the enemy to come in, . 
and gave them every information I'egarding our 
situation. During the night of the 27th, 1 em- 
ployed the whole of the followers of every de- 
scription, in barricading the diffe;-ent stfeets lead- 
ing to the post we had taken up, procured water 
for the people to serve them during the day> and 
acquainted Captain Gaahani at Alimednuggur 
with our situation. 

About seven o'clock in the inorning of the 28th. 
I learned that a large party had taken post in the 
second Killedar's house, though the day before he 
positively refused to admit a small party of Sepoys, 
even to procure a little water, which we >veremuch 
distressed for the want of. About eight, I could 
plainl}^ see from the Avorks over the gate that the 
place was crowded with both horse and foot, and 
that they were preparing to attack. At ten, they 
opened a heavy fire of musketry on us from tops 
of the principal houses in the Fort, and continued 
this for the space of two hours without being able 
to hurt any of our people ; gaining confidence from 
our silence, they advanced on us from all the 
places accessible around. By this time I had sixty 
brave fellows ready to receive them, which they 
did in the most gal^mt manner, and in return at- 
tacked them and drove theiti from every part of 
the Fort; took their standard, killed one of the 
Sirdars, and about fifty of the men. This was the 
last time they attempted to distvirb us, and we re- 
mained this and the whole of the next day per- 
fectly quiets The cavalry, to the amount of ten 
or twelve hundred, still continued tp hover about 
the place. Captain Lucas, with three companies 
of tlie 2d Battalion 3d Regiment, arrived on the 

A A 
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morning of the 30th, and relieved us from our dis- 
agreeable situatiqin. 

I feel it a duty, which I most cheerfully fulfil; 
in reporting to you, Sir, the cordial and able as- 
sistance I received during this shoft but active 
service, from Lieutenants Bryant and Alorgan, 
and 1 in part attribute to their gallant exertions 
ihe saving of our little detachment from total de* 
struction. The Sepoys in general I have reason to 
be pleased with their conduct, as also of that part 
of the native officers belonging to the 1st 6at- 
,talion 12th Regiment Native Infantry. / 

Allow me now, Sir, to entertain the pleasing 
hope, that our little exertions on the present oc- 
casion may meet with the approbation of the Ho- 
norable General Wellesley. 

Herewith I beg leave to enclose a returti of 
killed, wounded, and missing. 

1 have the honor to be/ Sir, 

Your obedient and humble servant, 
(Signed) . H. O'DONNELL, 

Captain 1st Regiment of Cavalry. 

Jlkmednvgger, October S, 1803. 

(True Copy) (Signed) P. BARCLAY, 

Dep. Adj. General Mysore^ 



Extract from General Orders^ by the Honorable 
Major General Wellesley, dated Camp at 
Binkenholey, 10th Octobery 1803, 

, Major Geneml Wellesley has received a report 
from Captain O'Donnell of the 1st Regiment of 
Cavalry, from which it appears, that being, on his 
march from Ahmednugger t6 join the division of 
the army under the cqmmarid of Major General 
Campbell, with the company of the 1st Eattalioh 
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ISthRegiin^nt under Lieutenant Morgan, and the 
supernumerary Native non»commi8sioned Officers, 
heretofore belonging to corps in camp, and lately 
drafted into the extra battalions, be was attacked 
by a body of Horse and of Peons, of such num-. 
bers, as to induce Captain O'Donnell, to think it 
necessary, to take post in the village of Corjet 
Caraygaum. 

Here the attack was renewed upon this party 
with additional violence, and Captain O'Donnell 
finding that his post was a bad one, and at all 
events, too large for his party, barricaded, and 
otherwise strengthened such parts of it, as he was 
of opinion he could defend. He there remained 
with his small party without throwing away his ' 
ammunition, excepting when he could do it with 
effect in judicious satlies, in- three of which he 
killed a number of the enemy, far exceeding that 
of his party, which remained in security, till it was 
relieved frona Ahmednuggur,, at the distance of 
above forty miles. 

Mqjor General Wellcsley returns his thanks ta 
Captain O'Donnell, and Lieutenant Bryantj of the 
1st Regiment of Cavalry, and to Lieutenant Mor- 
gan, and t|)(? company of the 1st Battalion iSth 
Regiment, under nis command, for their conduct 
upon this occasion. 

He has been particular in detailing the circum- 
stdnces of this aifair, in general orders, in order 
that all officers may know the advantage which, 
with a small party of men, they may take,' even of 
the most ruinous village, to protect themselves and 
the parties of troops under their command, 

Tq the division of the army under his command, 
it was scarcely necessai^y for Major GienerarWel- 
lesley to point out, that a small body of infantry, 
that keeps its order and reserves its fire, has but 
little to fearfr6p[i cavalry. But in case any officer 
in charge of a party, should be obliged from cir- 
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cumstances, to take post, he sees in the example 
set by Captain O'Donnell, the advantages he cau 
tajce of the numerous fortified villages in this 
country, and the credit he can gain, and the ser-^ 
vice he Can render, by thus defending himself. 

Major General Wellesley, will not fail to report 
to the Commander in Chief, his sense of the con-^ 
duct of Captain O'Donnell, and of the party under 
his command. 

A true extract, 
(Signed) P. BARCLAY, 

Dcp. Adj. Gtn, Mysore^ 

His Excellency Me Governor General. 

Camp, at Cheese Khair, November 2, 1803. 
My Lord, 

After I had sent off my dispatch to your Ex-. 
cellency of the 24th of October, I received au- 
thentic accounts that the Rajah of Berarhad passed. 
through the Hills which form the boundary of 
CandeJsh, and had moved towards the river Goda- 
very. I therefore ascended the Adjuntee Ghaut 
on the 25th, and continued my march to the 
southward on the 26th, and passed Aurungabad ovx 
the 29th. 

2. The Rajah hJid advanced gradually to the 
' eastward, ana was at Lakeegaun, about tM enty 

miles North from puttun, when I arrived at Au- 
rungabad, and between that njght and the night of 
the 31st, during the whole of which time I was ii> 
his neighbourhood, he moved his camp /five times. 

3. On the 31st, he detached a body consisting 
of 5000 horse, fo endeavour tq intercept a convoy 
consisting of 14,000 bullocks, which was going 
forward to join the troops on the frontier. This 
convoy was protected by three companies of the 
2d of the 3d Madras Native Infantry, with two 3 
pounders upder Captaiji Baynes ; which (letacl) 
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ment^ with 400 Mysore horse, has for some time 
been employed in convoying grain from the dis- 
tricts South of the Godavery to my candp, and by 
a company from the subsidiary force, and two 
companies from the corpis serving at Hyderabad, 
iinder the command of Captain Seton. 
. 4. They had marched from the Godavery on the 
morning of the ^Ist, and reached Amber, where 
they were attacked, and they succeeded in beating 
eifthe enemy, and in securing the convoy, which 
arrived in safety in my camp yesterday, notwith- 
standing the great superiority of numbers by which 
they were att^^cked. 

5. I have the honor to inclose copies of the re- 
ports of this action which I have received from 
Captain Baynes ; upon which I have to. observe, 
that it affords another instance of what can be 
done, by disciplined infantry, determined to do 
their duty, against very superior numbers of 
cavalry. 

6. I beg leave also to take this opportunity to 
draw your Lordship's notice to the Mysore Ca- 
valry, under Bishnapah Pundit This corps, which 
consists of 2,000 men, have performed all the light 
troops duties of this division of the atmy ; since 
I was detached from the Toombudra in the month 
of March last, they have performed the duties with 
the utmost cheerfulness, and a zeal which I haVe 
pever before witnessed in troops of this descrip- 
tion. They h^ye frequently been engaged with 
the enemy's light troops, have always conducted 
themselves well, and have lost many men and 
horses. 

I have the honor to be, 
My Lord, 
Your Excellency's most obedient, 

And faithful humble servant, 
(Signed) ARTHUR WELLESLEY: 
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(COPY.) 
To Captain Barclat, Deputy Adjutant Generaly 

Sir, 

I BEG you will report to the Honorable Major 
General Wellesley, that I was attacked thisi day 
abput two o'cloQk, P, M. by about four or five 
thousand horse. They came on at first as if deter- 
mined to charge, but receiving a few shots from 
our guns, they retired, and though they frequently 
c^me near us, as, if to charge, and some of them 
within musket shot, they were always driven back. 
Our loss is one European wounded, two sepoys 
wounded, and some Mysoreans killed and wound- 
ed, besides a few, (perhaps three) horses killed. 
Xhe loss of the enemy is much greater, particularly 
in horses.. I beg you to say to the General, that I 
shall take post till I ^-eceive his instructions, I write 
this by moonlight, which will, I hope, apologize 
for haste, We were under arms till Jibout sunset ; 
at which time they were out of sight. 

(Signed) ^ THO. PAYNES, 

/ ' Capt. Com. a Detach. 

Vmher, OctabetZX, JgOS. 



To Captain Barclay, D^pt. A4}. Gen. isc. 
Sir, 

I LAST night had the honor to inform you, th^t I 
had repulsed a body of Bhonselah's qor^e, and 
have now (for the mformation of the Honorable 
Major General Wellesley) to make yoii more fuUy 
informed of the circumstj^nces, 

I arrived with ipy convoy about twelve o'clock, 
and encamped near the town, with my right flank 
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to it, and my tear protected by k hill. At two 
o'cloGk ?• M. the attack began (without more tbaii 
ten minutes warning of their approach) by throw- 
ing' great numbers of rockets and advancing upon 
our left : this obliged me to change my front by 
wheeling to the left ; at the same time some of 
them were within musket shot. I then opened 
my guns, which stopped their approach; they at 
this time moved round, as if to gain the rear, 
where the firinjarees were. This movement ob- 
liged me to detach a party to cover them, and 
having previously posted a company on the hill on 
iny rear, my line oecame very small ; to prevent 
their knowing my exact strength, 1 drew up the 
Mysore horses in our line. They camfe on repeat- 
tdly as if to charge, but were always stopped by 
our guns. They continued to rocket us till dark, 
when they retired. I am sorry to add that one 
hundred of the Gram bullocks were carried offi 
and s:ome Briiijare^ bullocks (perhaps one hundredj 
while at grass./ I have the honor to etrclose a 
list of the killed atid wounded. 

(Signed) tHOS. ©AYNES, 

Capt. ijofn. a l^eitoi^meHt. 



£ht of Casualties in the Attack iy fbeMm^huiUi 
<Horst, Oct. t\^ \m&. , 

HH Majesty'fe 78th Reg. 1 prwNite wounded. 

Sd Battalion Madras Artillery I Sdpoy lio. 

Sd do. of Sdr^.-native inf» 3 do. do. 

2d ditto of 3d ^flo. 1 do. do. 

2d ditto of 5th do. 1 dO; do.. 

Total — one private of the 78th i;egiment, and 
five Sepoys, mounded. ' 
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Mysore C<»oalry, wounded^ killed^ and missing. 

Wounded. Killed. Missing. 
Men 1 3 

Horse 5 12 

(Signed) THO. BAYNES, 

Capt. Com. a Detachment 

True copies, 

(Signed) R. BARCLAY, 

Deputy Adjutant General 

Published by command of His Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General in 
Council. 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 



FORT WILLIAM, December 5, J 803. 

HIS Excellency the Most Noble the Governor 
general, has this day received from the Honorable 
Major General Wellesl^y, a dispatch dated Jaum, 
November 11, 1803, communicating the intelli- 
gence that a Vakeel had been sent to Major Ge- 
neral Wellesley by Dowlut Rao Scindiah to treat 
for peace, and had arrived in Major General Wes- 
lesley's -camp. 

The name of this Vakeel, who is a person of 
high family, is Jeswunt Rao Goorpara, and he is 
the nephew of the late Morari Rao of Gooty. The 
usual visits of ceremony had taken place, and the 
first conference had been held between Major Gen. 
Wellesley, and the Vakeel of Dowlut R^o Scindiah, 
on the subject of peace. 

Published by command of Hfs Excellency 
The Most Noble the Governor General 
in Council, 

I. LUMSDEN, Chief Secjo theGovt, 
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FORT WILLIAM, December 14, 1803* 

A DISPATCH, of which the following is >an 
extract, has been this day received, by His Ex- 
cellency the Most Noble tlie Governor General, 
from the Honorable Major General Wqllesley. 

Camp, Ferdapore, October 24, 1803. ' 
My Lord, 

I HAVE the pleasure to inform your Excellency, 
that Colonel Stevenson took possesson of the city 
of Boorhanpoor, without opposition, on the l6tn 
instant; he marched to Asseerghur on the 17th, 
took possession of the Pettah on the 1 8th, opened 
a battery against the fort on the 20th, and obtained 
possession of it on the morning of the 21st. I 
have not yet received a detailed account of the 
manner in which CoFonel Stevenson obtained pos- 
session of this important fortress, or whether 
he sustained any loss in the attack of the Pettah 
on the 18th, or of the fort 

2. After I had arrived at Poolmery about 16 
miles north from Aurungabad, I found that the 
enemy did not advance to the southward, as I had 
been informed they first intended, and in the night 
of the 15th, I received a particular account of the 
disposition of their troops, baggage, &c. which 
convinced me that they intended ko interrupt 
Col. Stevenson's operations at Asseergl^ur. 

3/ I therefore! marched on the l6th to the North- 
ward, and descended the Ghaut on the IQth./ 
Scindiah had moved to the Northward, but he 
halted as soon as he found I had returned ; and 
he was yesterday at Aboon on the Taptee. The 
Rajah of Berar has separated from him, and it is 
^ said, has gone towards Chandore. I suspect that 
the report has been circulated with a view to draw 

B B 
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itic to the Sdutliward again ; but as Colonel Ste- 
venson has got possession of Asseeirglhxr, and is 
fully equal to any thing that can be sent against 
him, it is my intention to reascend the Ghaut im- 
mediately. 

4. Sixteen officers and Serjeants belonging to the 
Campoos have joinecl Colonel Stevenson, under 
your J^xcellency's proclamation of the 29th of 
August. I will hereafter send a list of their names, 
and an account of the pay each is to receive. The 
infantry retired towards the Nerbudda when Col. 
Stevenson approached Boorhanpoor, and by all ac- 
counts it is completely deetroyedand disorganized. 
It is impossible to form it into corps again, and it 
is not probable that it will ever be of ^y service 
to Dowlut Ilao Scindiah. 

5. I have directed Colonel Stevenson to leave a 
garrison in Asseerghur, and to deliver the districts 
depending upon that fortress to the charge of the 
servants of the Soobah of the Dekan. Your Ex- 
cellency will observCy that this is the last of the 
possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the Dekan; 
and the operations of the troops will now be di- 
rected against those of the Rajah of Berar. 

I have the honor to be, 
, My Lord, 
With the greatest respect, 

Your Excellency's 
Most obedient and faithful humble servant, 

ARTHUR WELLESLEY. 



. The detailed account of the siege and surrender 
of Asseerghur, was published in the Calcutta Ga- 
zette Extraordinary of the 1st of December, 1803. 
Major Gelieral Wellesley's original dispatch, dated 
the 25th of October, 1803, has not been received. 
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Tlie foregoing extract is taken from the duplicate 
copy of that dispatch^ which reached Fort William 
this morning. 

Published by command of His Excellency 
The Most Noble the Governor General 
in Gcnincil, 

J. LUMSDENT, Chief Sec. to the Govt. 



fORT ;VVILLIAM, December 14, 1803. 

ADVICES have been this day reeived from 
Lieutenant Colonel P. Powell, dated Camp at Cal- ^ 
pee the 4fth December, 1803, communicating the 
satisfactory information of the surrender of the 
Port of Calpee, to the detachment under the com- ^ 
mand of Colonel Powell, at eleven o'clock on the 
forenoon of that day. 

The Killadar having refused to surrender the 
Fort on the summons of Colonel Powell, a bat- 
tery of two eighteen-pounders and one howitzer 
was constructed within two hundred yards of the 
walls, and opened soon after day-light on the 4th. 
A heavy fire was kept up till eleven A. M. when 
the garrison proposed to surrender, and was per- ^ 
mitted to march out witl) their arms and private 
property. The fortress was immediately occupied 
by a detachment of British troops. 

Captain D. Macleod of the 2d Battalion 11th 
Regiment Native Infantry, received a severe 
wound while employed on duty at the battery, and 
one Sepoy was also wounded ; no other casualties 
o^any description have occurred. 

The inhabitants at Calpee havfe manifested the 
greatest confidence in the British Government, ' 
and satisfaction at the treatment which they ex- 
perienced from Lieutenant Colonel Powell. Many 
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of the inhabitants who had quitted their habita- 
tions on the approach of the British troops, re- 
turned to the town immediately after the surrender 
of the Fort to Colonel Powell. 

Published by command of His Excellency 
the Most Noble the Governor General in 
Countil, 

J. LUMSDEN, Chief Sec. to the Gov. 
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